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ArcGIS Icons 
 
 
Abstract 
The purpose of this guide is to identify and explain some of the commonly used ArcGIS icons. 
 
 
Details 
 

 
Identify Tool—to be used to get the attributes for a location where you click.  You 
can get all of the attributes for all of the layers in your data frame, for the visible 
ones, the selectable ones, and for the top-most layer (which is the default setting).  
The top-most layer is the layer that is at the top of the data frame. 

 
Select Elements Tool–to be used for selecting an object on the map, layout page, 
etc. 

 
Select by attributes–to be used to perform a query. 

 
Set selectable layers—to be used to specify which layers are selectable. 

 
Select feature tool—to be used to select a feature. 

 
Clear selected features—to be used to clear the features that you have selected. 

 
Find tool—to be used to search for a feature. 

 
Measure tool—to be used to measure a distance. 

 
Zoom in tool—to be used to zoom in on the view. 

 
Zoom out tool—to be used to zoom out on the view. 
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Pan tool—to be used to move around within the view. 

 
Fixed zoom in tool—Zooms in at a fixed rate. 

 
Fixed zoom out tool—Zooms out at a fixed rate. 

 
Zoom to full extent—to be used to zoom out to the full extent of the data. 

 
Zoom to selected—to be used to zoom in/out to the extent of the selected feature. 

 
Zoom to previous extent—to be used to zoom to the last view extent.  This icon is 
only available once you zoom in/out on the view and will turn blue when it is 
available. 

 
Zoom to next extent—to be used to zoom forward to the extent you were just at.  
This icon is only available once you zoom in/out on the view and will turn blue when 
available. 

  


