STAGE 1

Practice Standard 595 
Pest Management Checklist for Wisconsin Tree Fruit Production
Acknowledgement:  This checklist was developed by the Wisconsin Orchard EQIP Subcommittee as a guideline for reducing/alleviating some resource concerns posed by orchard production.  This checklist is ideal for apple and cherry orchardists who want to initiate an IPM program in their orchard to address identified resource concerns.  This checklist of IPM components helps growers rely on orchard collected data for determining if and when pesticides need to be applied as opposed to the traditional calendar spray practices. It is important that all growers follow all appropriate use instructions, labels, and UW-extension and other Midwest recommendation guides (see publication list). The recommended flat-rate incentive payment for this list of IPM components is $120.00/Acre for a 4-year EQIP contract (3 years of payment and one-year maintenance).  The recommended rate for the IPM consultant to write the designated part of the Orchard Pest Management Plan is $550 for 1st year plan and $250/year for years 2-3.
Scouting and Monitoring
	IPM Component
	Apple/Cherry

	Scout/Monitor on recommended schedule: detect pest presence and estimate density, location, determine if trees are at susceptible stage, and use economic thresholds before using pesticides.
	Apple and Cherry

	Use on-farm weather monitoring devices and appropriate software for determining disease and insect susceptible periods.
	Apple and Cherry

	Identify and when possible, eliminate insect and disease hosts outside of orchard (e.g., adjacent woodlots).
	Apple and Cherry


Cultural Control

	IPM Component
	Apple/Cherry

	Plant ground covers in drive-rows
	Apple and Cherry

	Mow under trees to reduce need for rodent control
	Apple and Cherry

	Post leaf drop mowing to reduce overwintering of disease inoculum and rodent habitat.
	Apple and Cherry

	Removal or on-site mulching of tree prunings (pest removal)
	Apple and Cherry


Orchard Management
	IPM Component
	Apple/Cherry

	Document yearly pesticide spray equipment calibration and spray-card coverage assessment to determine pesticide application equipment efficacy and reduce over/under application of pesticides.
	Apple and Cherry

	Keep appropriate records of all scouting/monitoring in the different orchard blocks throughout the season.
	Apple and Cherry

	Keep appropriate records of all pesticide applications.
	Apple and Cherry

	Keep appropriate records of yearly pruning.  Pruning increases air circulation and light penetration for disease and insect control.
	Apple and Cherry


Training
	IPM Component
	Apple/Cherry

	Attend IPM training at a Tree Fruit IPM School (e.g., Michigan State Tree Fruit School); and/or Wisconsin Apple Growers Association IPM Field Day.
	Apple and Cherry


Other EQIP Contract Recommendations:

Below is a list of additional EQIP Practice Standards that may be added to the EQIP contract for orchard growers to aid in minimizing/alleviating resource concerns.  
590 – Nutrient Management which would include yearly soil and leaf analysis.

484 – Mulching to reduce weeds and competitive plants growing under trees which reduce the need for herbicides.

327 – Conservation Cover
342 – Critical Area Planting

386 – Field Border

449 – Irrigation Water Management

725 – Sinkhole Treatment

380 – Wind/Shelterbelt Establishment

442 – Irrigation System, Sprinkler
