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Manuals vs. HandbooksManuals vs. Handbooks

Manuals establish policy or the Manuals establish policy or the ““have tohave to’’ss””
Handbooks (in general) provide guidance Handbooks (in general) provide guidance 
or the or the ““how tohow to’’ss””



NRCS PolicyNRCS Policy

General ManualGeneral Manual
Applies to all offices.Applies to all offices.
The official copy is the electronic copy.The official copy is the electronic copy.
Forms the line between government support Forms the line between government support 
and personal liability.and personal liability.
All employees must follow policy.All employees must follow policy.

““scope of employmentscope of employment””



NRCS Engineering PolicyNRCS Engineering Policy

Engineering Policy is organized into the Engineering Policy is organized into the 
following:following:

General Manual (GM), Part 210General Manual (GM), Part 210--4xx.4xx.
National Engineering Manual (NEM), GM Part National Engineering Manual (NEM), GM Part 
210210--5xx.5xx.
National Operation & Maintenance Manual, GM National Operation & Maintenance Manual, GM 
Part 180Part 180--VV--NOMMNOMM



National Engineering Manual National Engineering Manual 
(NEM)(NEM)

Establishes engineering policy Establishes engineering policy –– how we operate how we operate 
& provide engineering services.& provide engineering services.
Important Topics:Important Topics:

Part 501 Part 501 –– AuthorizationsAuthorizations
Part 504 Part 504 –– Investigations, Studies and ReportsInvestigations, Studies and Reports
Part 505 Part 505 –– NonNon--NRCS EngineeringNRCS Engineering
Part 510 Part 510 –– PlanningPlanning
Part 511 Part 511 –– DesignDesign
Part 513 Part 513 –– Operation and MaintenanceOperation and Maintenance



National Operation and National Operation and 
Maintenance ManualMaintenance Manual

Contains policies and procedures related Contains policies and procedures related 
to the O&M requirements for all structural, to the O&M requirements for all structural, 
vegetative, and management practices vegetative, and management practices 
installed with NRCS financial and/or installed with NRCS financial and/or 
technical assistance. technical assistance. 
A written O&M plan is required for every A written O&M plan is required for every 
practice.practice.



Engineering StandardsEngineering Standards

National Handbook of Conservation National Handbook of Conservation 
Practices, GM Part 180Practices, GM Part 180--450450--VIVI--NHCP.NHCP.
Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG), Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG), 
Section IV.Section IV.
Establishes minimum criteria for practices.Establishes minimum criteria for practices.
Does not specifically tell how a practice Does not specifically tell how a practice 
must be designed.must be designed.



National Engineering National Engineering 
Handbook (NEH)Handbook (NEH)

GM Part 210GM Part 210--6xx6xx
All engineering technical material is located in NEH All engineering technical material is located in NEH 
directives system.directives system.
Entire NEH might cover over 20Entire NEH might cover over 20’’ of shelf space.of shelf space.
Some parts of the NEH are books in themselves.Some parts of the NEH are books in themselves.

Part 650 Part 650 –– Engineering Field HandbookEngineering Field Handbook
Part 651 Part 651 –– Agricultural Waste Management Field Handbook Agricultural Waste Management Field Handbook 
(AWMFH)(AWMFH)

Even though this is a handbook, there is some state specific polEven though this is a handbook, there is some state specific policy in icy in 
relation to agricultural waste management system (AWMS) plans.relation to agricultural waste management system (AWMS) plans.

Part 654 Part 654 –– Stream Restoration Design HandbookStream Restoration Design Handbook



Engineering Field Handbook Engineering Field Handbook 
(EFH)(EFH)

NEH Part 650 NEH Part 650 –– Engineering Field Engineering Field 
Handbook.Handbook.
This is the This is the ““how tohow to”” for most common for most common 
conservation practices.conservation practices.
Chapters 1Chapters 1--5 contain general information.5 contain general information.
Chapters 6Chapters 6--19 contain specific practice 19 contain specific practice 
information.information.



EFH Chapters 1EFH Chapters 1--55
(general information)(general information)

1.1. Engineering SurveysEngineering Surveys
2.2. Estimating RunoffEstimating Runoff
3.3. HydraulicsHydraulics
4.4. Soils EngineeringSoils Engineering
5.5. Engineering PlansEngineering Plans



EFH Chapters 6EFH Chapters 6--1919
(specific practice information)(specific practice information)

6.6. StructuresStructures
7.7. Grassed WaterwaysGrassed Waterways
8.8. TerracesTerraces
9.9. DiversionsDiversions
10.10. Gully TreatmentGully Treatment
11.11. Ponds & ReservoirsPonds & Reservoirs
12.12. Springs & WellsSprings & Wells
13.13. Wetland RestorationWetland Restoration

14.14.DrainageDrainage
15.15. IrrigationIrrigation
16.16.Streambank & Shoreline Streambank & Shoreline 

ProtectionProtection
17.17.Construction & MaterialsConstruction & Materials
18.18.Soil BioengineeringSoil Bioengineering
19.19.Hydrology Tools for Hydrology Tools for 

Wetland DeterminationWetland Determination



Agricultural Waste Agricultural Waste 
Management Field Handbook Management Field Handbook 

(AWMFH)(AWMFH)

NEH Part 658 NEH Part 658 –– Agricultural Waste Agricultural Waste 
Management Field Handbook (AWMFH).Management Field Handbook (AWMFH).
Provides specific guidance for planning, Provides specific guidance for planning, 
designing, and managing systems where designing, and managing systems where 
agricultural wastes are involved. agricultural wastes are involved. 
Also contains state specific policy for Also contains state specific policy for 
agricultural waste management system agricultural waste management system 
(AWMS) plans.(AWMS) plans.



Other Useful ReferencesOther Useful References

Technical ReleasesTechnical Releases
Design NotesDesign Notes
State Specific Design Guides & NotesState Specific Design Guides & Notes
ASTM StandardsASTM Standards
Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)



Field Office Technical Guide Field Office Technical Guide 
(FOTG)(FOTG)

The FOTG is broken into 5 sections:The FOTG is broken into 5 sections:
Section I Section I –– General ReferencesGeneral References
Section II Section II –– Natural Resources InformationNatural Resources Information
Section III Section III –– Conservation Management Conservation Management 
SystemsSystems
Section IV Section IV –– Practice Standards and Practice Standards and 
SpecificationsSpecifications
Section V Section V –– Conservation EffectsConservation Effects



FOTG Section I FOTG Section I –– General General 
ReferencesReferences

In this section you will find general state maps, In this section you will find general state maps, 
descriptions of Major Land Resource Areas, descriptions of Major Land Resource Areas, 
watershed information, and links to NRCS watershed information, and links to NRCS 
reference manuals and handbooks. Section I reference manuals and handbooks. Section I 
contains links to researchers, universities, and contains links to researchers, universities, and 
agencies we work with. Section I also contains agencies we work with. Section I also contains 
conservation practice costs, agricultural laws conservation practice costs, agricultural laws 
and regulations, cultural resources, and and regulations, cultural resources, and 
information about protected plant and animal information about protected plant and animal 
species.species.



FOTG Section II FOTG Section II –– Natural Natural 
Resources InformationResources Information

In this section you will find detailed information In this section you will find detailed information 
about soil, water, air, plant, and animal about soil, water, air, plant, and animal 
resources. NRCS Soil Surveys, Hydric Soils resources. NRCS Soil Surveys, Hydric Soils 
Interpretations, Ecological Site Descriptions, Interpretations, Ecological Site Descriptions, 
Forage Suitability Groups, Cropland Production Forage Suitability Groups, Cropland Production 
Tables, Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guides, Tables, Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guides, 
Water Quality Guides, and other related Water Quality Guides, and other related 
information can be found here as it becomes information can be found here as it becomes 
available. available. 



FOTG Section III FOTG Section III ––
Conservation Management Conservation Management 

SystemsSystems

In this section you will find information In this section you will find information 
on NRCS Quality Criteria, which establish on NRCS Quality Criteria, which establish 
standards for resource conditions that standards for resource conditions that 
help provide sustained use.help provide sustained use.



FOTG Section IV FOTG Section IV –– Practice Practice 
Standards and SpecificationsStandards and Specifications

In this section you will find the NRCS In this section you will find the NRCS 
Conservation Practices. Practice Conservation Practices. Practice 
Standards define the practice and where Standards define the practice and where 
it applies. Practice specifications are it applies. Practice specifications are 
detailed requirements for installing the detailed requirements for installing the 
practice in the state. practice in the state. 



FOTG Section V FOTG Section V –– Conservation Conservation 
EffectsEffects

In this section you will find background In this section you will find background 
information on how Conservation information on how Conservation 
Practices affect each identified resource Practices affect each identified resource 
concerns in the state.concerns in the state.



In ReviewIn Review……

What is the difference between a manual and a What is the difference between a manual and a 
handbook?handbook?

In what reference can you find NRCS In what reference can you find NRCS 
engineering policy?engineering policy?

What section of the Field Office Technical Guide What section of the Field Office Technical Guide 
(FOTG) would you find practice standards and (FOTG) would you find practice standards and 
specifications?specifications?



Questions?Questions?
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