
State Technical Committee Minutes 
Richmond, Virginia 

July 24, 2012 
 
 
Wade Biddix, NRCS ASTC-Programs, opened the meeting and welcomed all and introduced himself, then 
asked the group to introduce themselves individually and state the organization represented.  He also asked 
them to sign the attendance sheet.   
 
Attendance: Wade Biddix (NRCS), Jack Bricker (NRCS), Libby Norris (CBF), Emily Horsley (FSA), Diane 
Dunaway (NRCS), Chad Wentz (NRCS),  Patricia Stansbury (VABF), Ron Wood (NRCS), Jeremy Stone 
(NRCS), Alan Spivey (VA Forage/Grasslands Council/VA Cattlemen Assn.), Blair Krusz (Virginia Agribusiness 
Council), Todd Groh (DOF), Dave Byrd (USFWS), Brent Whitlock (FSA), Sue Ellen Johnson (PEC), Karen 
Hudson (VIMS), Brian Wagner (TJSWCD/Ecosystem Services, LLC), David Kriz (NRCS), Greg Frey 
(VSU/VCE), Philip Reed (VOF), Aaron Siegel (DMME), Maribeth Pettigrew (NRCS Recorder).  
 
Jack Bricker – NRCS – Opening Comments:  Jack expressed appreciation to the group for their participation 
on the committee throughout the past year.  He compared this time of year to landing an airplane and expressed 
hope for a smooth landing.  We haven’t expended any of our accounts.  Jack mentioned the handouts on the 
front table available for pick up and specifically noted the Farm Bill handout that updates the status as to where 
our funding stands right now.  He stated that Wade would go through the highlights.  There will be cuts if the 
Farm Bill goes forward as it is now, but more interesting will be some of the consolidations; he noted that the 
impacts won’t really be understood until they are implemented.  We are looking forward to our programs being 
easier to administer and easier for our clients to understand.  He reviewed the news that came out yesterday on 
the nationwide drought; several items are specific to Farm Bill programs, i.e. offering emergency relief for 
some of the people in hardest hit areas.  FSA will cover a lot of that because of CREP.  A news release Jack 
received this morning still expresses some doubt as to whether or not there will even be a new Farm Bill 
approved prior to the November election.  A large percentage of the Farm Bill goes to food stamps and WIC.  If 
we wait a year for a new Farm Bill, the fear is that the cuts we’re seeing forecast might even be doubled. 
 
Emily Horsley– FSA – (handout attached) – CREP enrollment activity is a bit lackluster at present.  They are 
looking at a revision to the Southern Rivers agreement; they are almost at current enrollment allocation and are 
encouraging offices to accept enrollments; they are also taking steps forward to increase acreage allocation.  
FSA will submit request for allocation increase to the national office by the end of the week and hope for a 
quick approval.  Emily noted differences on handout from prior meeting.   
 
Press release on emergency haying and grazing of CRP acres:  Provisions are in place to allow producers access 
more expeditiously and that can be administered more easily.  Change is that after primary nesting season, any 
county in CRP can be automatically approved without going through regular approval process.  Also the 
payment reduction rate has gone from 25% to 10% in these instances.   
 
Emily noted CRP initiative notices that are recent.  SIP would be increased but they have just received 
clarification that is only applicable in certain areas, i.e. wetlands.  Also, some practices like a pollinator process 
is now continuous.  Other practices that used to just be available in sign-up periods are now available on a 
continuous basis.  If erosion index is 20 or greater, that can be approved continuously.  Usually index has to be 
8 or greater, so that’s the difference. 
 
One hundred twenty offers were accepted during the last general sign up.  Some of those that were not accepted 
because of prior restrictions may now qualify.  There will be info posted on their website today and more info 
on national website as well. 
 



Comment made re: electrical storms from a couple of weeks ago that knocked out power to livestock 
operations–are there special allowances?  A lot of people were relying on wells and had no electricity.  One 
specific farmer had to buy five generators to keep his water supply going.  It should be written into all programs 
which allowances are set up to help them in this kind of situation.  (Fences down, no electricity, high temps). 
 
Status of Program Funds: 
 
Diane Dunaway – (NRCS) WRP/GRP handout (attached) – We are trying to get things in place so that WRP 
restoration can begin as soon as easements are closed.  We are conducting a review of our GARCs and not 
doing a full market analysis this year.  NRCS hired a real estate appraiser to do the review. 
 
Jeremy Stone (NRCS) - FRPP handout.  We are expecting more applications in the next few weeks.  
Applications may exceed available funds, which is a big change, if you’ll remember from the beginning of the 
year.  He clarified that there should be enough funds unless every application qualifies.  Nationwide, there is 
usually money that can be pulled in from elsewhere if we are short this time of year. 
 
We have been approached to see if we could use the Virginia Aquatic Resources Trust Fund that is managed by 
The Nature Conservancy in Virginia as a matching fund.  The Army Corps of Engineers is involved.  Right 
now, we are proceeding with allowing this to work as a match.  It is a rare match that appears to be working.  It 
may hit a snag and everyone is aware of its potential for that, but so far it looks good.  It’s a case of private 
funds managed by public agencies. Libby asked if it would change the standard now that this fund is attached to 
mitigation.  Someone else responded that the idea concerns “two different footprints”.   Buffers are in place so 
that ag lands won’t damage water resources.  Our standards will not change at all and theirs won’t change 
either.  Another question re: overlapping easements.  Answer: it will be one easement.  USDA does not hold 
FRPP easements as of 2008 – they hold them in partnership only. 
 
Dan Solomon (NRCS)  EQIP/CBWI – Handouts (attached).  He reviewed year-to-date obligation of funds.  
There is very little backlog this year.  Areas that are shaded refer to funds that cannot be transferred from one 
fund to another (because of federal regulations).  Dan noted that the field people had done a good job. 
 
Libby asked re: CCPI closing – “Is it over?”  Deadline is this Friday.  Wade clarified that the CBF CCPI funds 
had been moved to another CCPI project, so it is not available now.  Libby wanted to ensure funds didn’t go 
unused.  Wade explained that we are now in a crunch time, but unless it’s in a special project and something is 
ready to go, we can’t really open the applications back up at this point. 
 
It was noted that CBWI will be done differently next year if the current Farm Bill proposal goes through.  It will 
function more like CCPI projects where groups make proposals.   
 
Wade noted that if you look at the distribution of funds, it’s clear that it’s pretty much allocated.  It is significant 
to note that we don’t have a lot of pending applications.  A few contracts are still out there that are being 
finalized, but by the end of the week, they should all be obligated.  Headquarters hasn’t swept any funds from 
us, and that’s a good thing. 
 
Ron Wood –(NRCS) - Organic/Seasonal High Tunnels.  Reviewed items on handout point by point.  WHIP - 
another handout - reviewed.  We were able to allocate the majority of monies. 
 
Wade Biddix – (NRCS) - CIG grants – We received 8 CIG proposals; 6 have gone to the full-proposal stage.  
We have requested additional funding.  As things are now, we will probably only be able to fund 3-4 of them.  
National Headquarters has not released the national CIG awards, and we can’t release our decision until they 
release theirs (sometimes there are duplicate proposals at the national and state levels).  We’re hoping that 
leftover monies from EQIP might be able to fund more here.  The grant requests are excellent; we would like to 
fund all of them. 



 
Wade shifted the subject to talk about next year - changes that might be coming.  He reviewed the handout 
(attached) including the proposed changes.  There is a big one with EQIP and WHIP.  It looks like the programs 
will be merged.  It will probably end up that about 5% of EQIP funds will be designated to WHIP.  All 
easement programs may be rolled together.  The reverse of the handout shows other programs that will be rolled 
together.  We think CB will qualify as one of the critical watershed areas, but it looks like funds will be 
substantially lower.  We won’t know how any of this will really affect us until something is officially signed 
into law and the programs get appropriations.  Jack and Wade discussed the status of CB as to whether it is 
considered “earmarked”.  They are not sure at the moment.  In Virginia we get a lot of money from CB and 
even areas not in the Bay are positively affected because of extra EQIP funds, so cutting these funds will 
definitely affect the entire state.   
 
Changes are proposed for the State Technical Committee.  More of a standard operating procedure may be 
applied.  Could be more structured.  We will wait and see what is passed in the final Farm Bill.   
 
Veterans have been specified as one of the socially protected groups for whom we will have special funding.  
That’s new.  Dam rehabilitation also appears to be going to be tied to farm bill funding.   
 
Wade then reviewed the implementation timeline; of course this is all subject to change depending on what 
happens with the Farm Bill.  Training will be rolled out in first quarter.  We’d like to move easement deadlines 
up because they just take longer to process.  There will be a second option later in the year, so it will be 
available if needed.  Applications are accepted continuously. 
 
On the EQIP side – we are looking at middle of January with one exception.  Forestry applications need to be 
processed early.  We have tried to space out obligation deadlines a bit.  Headquarters made exception on CSP; 
this will probably be moved up to May.  They have committed that any special initiatives will be out by spring.  
We are trying to control deadlines a bit more and make it less confusing. 
 
Subcommittees:  Referred to highlighted sheet (handout).  Wade has posted subcommittee divisions and asked 
for volunteers.  Sign – up forms are posted on the wall with chair person(s) designated.  Wade noted that we 
would send out a sign-up opportunity for people not here at the STC meeting, but if you’re here today, feel free 
to sign up. 
 
Ideas to be developed:  Easements – is there a way to somehow prescreen?  That will be one question dealt 
with.  Wetlands criterion will probably be another. 
 
We will be doing another brand new FY-13 Farm Bill Handbook, not just additions. 
 
Wade then reviewed specific ideas on the handout.  He noted that a lot of people wanted a pool for specialty 
crops.  Trying to split that money doesn’t seem like a good idea since there are already opportunities with 
organic, etc. 
 
Policy issues will probably be the biggest committee.  Wade noted he didn’t want to read through each item, but 
asked the group to review and look at anything with which they would like to be involved. 
 
Comments?  Any other committees you can see a need for?  There were no responses. 
 
All sorts of considerations and unanswered questions right not with the election and the Farm Bill, but we still 
need to try to put some plans in place to prepare for FY-13.  Of course, there will be programs, but we are not 
sure how they will be defined and administered. 
 



Chad  Wentz –(NRCS) -  Nutrient Management Standard – updating/revising – would like to spend a little 
time on this standard.  It’s been a hot topic.  There’s been a lot of comments nationally and we have had some 
inquiries within the state. 
 
Background:  all standards are developed nationally.  They have been posted and are open for review.  Once 
they are posted by national, states have one year to adopt as is, or to propose changes.   Some things are not 
changeable, but others are.  These standards are up for review every five years.  This standard came up last year, 
and there was a lot of controversy.  We have met with DCR; we’re in the process of updating.   
 
Chris Lawrence, Cropland Agronomist, came in and gave a presentation.  There is a handout included specific 
to this standard.   
 
Virginia had been more aggressive previously and national policy has actually moved more toward what we as 
a state already had in place.  We still have more detail than the proposed national standard. 
 
We are concerned that we stay consistent with VA’s DCR nutrient management program.  We want there to be 
consistency between conservation plans and nutrient management plans.  You don’t just adopt a plan.  You do 
have to carry out specified activities.  That can’t work unless the plans fit together with our partners.  It could be 
a nightmare with trying to make uniquely developed plans mesh. 
 
Every standard has a purpose.  Our proposed strategy is that it doesn’t matter what purpose the standard is being 
implemented for, it will still have to follow the same regulations.   
 
The minimum for the national criteria will NOT be any less stringent than our state standard!  (in respect to 
nutrients).  Phrase to sum this up:  BASIC 590 (p. 4 of handout) What is it?  6 core elements specified.  Ensure 
consistency and then carry out details of plan. 
 
Rate, timing, placement, form…Will depend on farmer as to level of challenge to meet these requirements.  
Every site has to be evaluated to determine if it is environmentally sensitive.  Bottom Line – there will not be a 
lot of change for VA except to ensure that our plan is matching up with our partners.  Soil Loss Tolerance has 
been included in National 590 so that will need to be incorporated.   
 
Chris clarified that meeting these guidelines is a team effort to assist the producers.  Everybody has to work 
together.  DCR/NRCS work together to develop guidelines, but producers need to ensure that they communicate 
any changes to ensure they are consistent with what is in place. 
 
Question re: voluntary participation in this effort.  Chris discussed how this regulation fits into requirements for 
farmers.  Cost share programs are dependent on following the 590 standard.  It’s not like it’s a law that all 
farmers have to follow.  Chris said he thinks in some states it is a law but not in VA.  State of VA does have 
regulations that are enforced. 
 
Question re: being protected by federal mandates if 590 is complied with.  Response:  This is a state decision 
that is being discussed. 
 
Different strategies for managing phosphorus – that is the central issue in some ways with this 590.  Chris 
discussed some of the scientific approaches for that – site specific risk assessment approach – effects on water.  
Question re: which approach would be taken on a national level – and that is the side they’ve come down on.  
You do not know how much you need to manage phosphorus on a specific field unless you actually go out and 
look at that field.  VA has had this as an option since 2005.  If people are following 590, it is the suggested 
option. 
 



Once the standard is posted in the federal register, there will be a thirty day window to make comments.  Chad 
will notify STC members once it is posted so they may have access to review and comment. 
 
AGENCY UPDATES: 
 
Patricia Stansbury (VABF) – On her radio show, she recently interviewed Matt Lohr; available on Facebook 
for anyone to access. 
 
Libby Norris – (CB) – We are helping Harrisonburg to work on Farm Bill program contracts.  Pushing for 
same language on Farm Bill. 
 
Dave Kriz – (NRCS) -  Work Planning conference is planned to be held here at the State Office on August 28 
and 29; it will be discussing data we’re looking at re: restructuring of soil science division.  DOF and VA Tech 
will be talking about special projects and future plans. 
 
Alan Spivey - (VA Forage/Grasslands Council/VA Cattlemen Assn.) – QUESTION: County – Regional 
authority purchased acreage a few years ago.  What agency can help this group with their development of parks 
and recreation plan?  RESPONSE:   DCR; also NRCS can provide technical assistance.  Parks and Rec. don’t 
understand impact, he’s afraid.  Patricia asked re: master gardeners.  Opinions are diverse – want grass mowed, 
etc.  Discussion among group.  Libby Norris encouraged them to pull in all the expert groups in the area and 
look at the big picture; take advantage of expertise.  Dan Solomon suggested that the SWCD can help pull that 
all together.  Jack Bricker clarified with another question re: whether the land was purchased without a master 
plan?  RESPONSE: Pretty much.  He wants to suggest agencies to help them focus. 
 
Todd Groh – (VDOF) – re: state cost share.  Fiscal year – 98% of funding was actually spent.  Close to highest 
percentage of actually spent, not just obligated.  They are working on obligating the rest – total allocation = $1.2 
million approximately.  Funds generated primarily by General Assembly and also from tax associated with 
logging.  They’re working with DGIF on the Quail Initiative.  They are going to provide money to DOF for 
some on-ground projects for quail, i.e. prescribed burnings.   
 
Last meeting, he mentioned DOF changes in organizations.  Work units – senior area foresters, deputy regional 
foresters.  All the SAFs are hired and in place.  Work units are functioning differently – not through counties.  
It’s an ongoing transition.   
 
NRCS liaison stuff:  he’s been conducting field reviews of EQIP – reporting because these visits seem to be 
having a good educational impact.  He hopes to come back with suggestions to help things run more smoothly. 
 
Blair Krusz – (VA Agribusiness Council) - Katie Frazier is now President.  They are closely monitoring Farm 
Bill.  She is taking a group up to DC to see members of Congress; they are starting town hall meetings.  On 
Friday, sponsoring a Senate candidate forum. 
 
Greg Frye – (VSU/VCE) – A lot’s going on.  Aug 28.  is scheduled as an Ag field day in Chesterfield Co.  It 
will be a fun event.  Jewel Hairston has been appointed as permanent Dean of School of Agriculture at VSU. 
 
Sue Ellen Johnson - (PEC) – working on conservation and stuff with Farm Bill.  Feedlots and nutrient 
management are current focus. 
 
Aaron Siegel - (DMME) - new member; looking forward to contributing to group and welcomes suggestions. 
 
Phillip Reed (VOF) – nothing new, plugging along with easements. 
 



CLOSING:  Jack gave his “gliding in on all four wheels” analogy again and stated that he is looking forward to 
next year.  “What we’re seeing is that overall numbers will be a cutback, but that we will be able to manage.” 
 
Wade expressed thanks to all for participation on the STC.  “We are able to function better because of you.” 
 
Wade Biddix – (NRCS) – adjourned meeting at 11:56.  Next meeting is scheduled for September 25, 2012, at 
10 a.m.    
 

















































EASEMENTS / WETLANDS 
Co-Chairs:  Jeremy Stone & Diane Dunaway 
Galon Hall 
Dave Byrd 
Brian Wagner 
Phillip Reed 
Kevin Schmidt 
Sarah Richardson 
Jon Roller 

FORESTRY/WILDLIFE RESOURCE CONCERNS 
Co-Chairs:  Todd Groh and Galon Hall 
Charlie Ivins 
Jack O’Connell 
Yamika Bennett 
Dan Solomon 
Scott Klopfer 
Dave Byrd 
Greg Frey 
Seth Coffman 
Marc Puckett 
Daniel Belin 

SPECIAL INITIATIVES 
Chair:  Ron Wood 
Mat Lyons 
Galon Hall 
Brian Wagner 
Patricia Stansbury 
Sue Ellen Johnson 
Mark Dubin 
Mark Schonbeck 
Tim Sexton 
Seth Coffman 
Jon Roller 
Karen Hudson/Thomas Murray 

RISK ASSESSMENTS/HEAVY USE AREAS – 
TECHNICAL 
Chair:  Chad Wentz 
Mat Lyons 
Mike Liskey 
Mark Dubin 
Betsy Bowles 
Gary Moore 

POLICY ISSUES 
Chair:  Dan Solomon 
Patrick Vincent 
Stuart Bayne 
Bill Widner 
Ron Wood 
Chuck Cummings 
Greg Frey 
Mark Dubin 
Gary Moore 
Tim Sexton 

PRESCRIBED GRAZING 
Chair:  JB Daniel 
Delbert Southall 
Charlie Ivins 
Bill Keith 
Bill Patterson 
Mark Jessee 
Sue Ellen Johnson 
Mark Dubin 
Betsy Bowles 
Larry Seamans 
Chuck Cummings 

RESPOND TO LWG COMMENTS 
Chair:  Wade Biddix 
Patrick Vincent 
Ron Wood 
Betsy Bowles 
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