Completing FY 2009 WHIP Ranking Tool Summaries
Explanation for Scoring National Priority Questions 

Question # 1  -  Will the treatment intended to implement using WHIP result in the restoration of declining or important native fish and wildlife habitats?

· Points can be scored if:  habitat for the following species will be improved – Quail, vernal pool species, grassland birds (greater than 25 acres), pollinators, or Eastern Shore migrating birds.  In addition, points can be scored for any state (SS) or federal  (FS) species of concern (from T&E process) that will directly benefit from the planned project . 
Question # 2 -  Are the planned restoration of declining or important native fish and wildlife habitat conservation practices of a self-sustaining nature such as a native perennial plant?
· In Virginia, all WHIP practices will be of a self-sustaining, perennial nature, so the score for this question will always be 1 point.   Annual plantings are not allowed in the Virginia WHIP program.

Question # 3  -  Will the treatment intended to implement using WHIP result in the protection, restoration, development or enhancement of fish and wildlife habitat benefit at-risk species?
· Points can be scored for :  Any T&E process identified State Endangered (SE) or  State Threatened (ST) or Federal Candidate (FC) species that will directly benefit from the planned project. 
Question # 4  -  Will the treatment intended to implement using WHIP result in the protection, restoration, development or enhancement of wildlife habitat for Federally listed threatened and endangered wildlife species?

      -    Points can be scored for:   Any T&E process identified Federal Endangered  (FE) 
           or Federal Threatened (FT) species that will directly benefit from the planned  

           project.  
Question # 5  -  Will the treatment intended to implement using WHIP result in the reduction of invasive species on fish and wildlife habitats?

      -   Points can be scored :   Where the control of invasive species on wildlife land is 
          one of the main objectives.  Specific plants that can score points are:  Phragmites, 
          multiflora rose, fescue, Johnsongrass, autumn olive, Sericea lespedeza and oriental 
          bittersweet.
Question # 6  -  Will the treatment intended to implement using WHIP result in the protection, restoration, development or enhancement of declining or important aquatic wildlife species’ habitats?

     -   Points can be scored:   Where habitat for native or stocked trout will be protected 
         or enhanced.  In addition, points can be scored for any aquatic Federal or State, 
         endangered, threatened or special concern species that will directly benefit from

         the planned project.  
.
