United States Department of Agriculture

Nutrition Program Goals

The first result of nutritional stress is delayed re-breeding.

Adequate Nutrition Inadequate Nutrition

» Meets animal’s
nutritional requirements

» Achieves genetic
potential of cattle

» Optimizes use of
forages

Increases calf mortality
Increases breed-back interval
More open cows

Reduces weaning weights
Reduces income

v v v v Vv

Order of Nutrition Use By Ruminants

Parasites
Maintenance
Lactation
Growth
Reproduction
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Body condition of four after calving may increase calving interval
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Body
condition
five to six
after calving
promotes
timely
calving
intervals

Areas to check to
determine body
condition score

Post Calving - critical nutritional period
Lactation
Maintenance
Growth if young
Repair reproductive tract
Start heat cycles
11% CP; 60% TDN

] Lactation and Pregnancy - lactation drops
Pre-calving 9% CP; 55% TDN

Gestation Calving Gestation - lowest nutritional requirements

Depends on body condition
Thin cows need to gain (be at BCS 6)
7% CP; 48% TDN

Post calving
Recovery and
lactation

Pre-calving - crucial period
Rapid fetal growth
Prepare for lactation
May need to gain weight - fetus
and fluid weigh 150 Ibs

Cow Production Cycle Over A Year 9% CP; 55% TDN

(Numbers in pie chart are days/period)

Lactation and
Pregnancy
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