
Fence 
Conservation Solutions for your Pennsylvania Farm  

Do You Have Problems With: 
 
• livestock in streams, ,ditches or ponds 
 
• livestock on roads or neighbor’s property 
 
• poor pasture utilization 
 
• controlling unwanted access to property 
 
Fencing provides a barrier to animals and people 
and can be used to control movement or limit 
access to an area or property. 
   

Purposes and Benefits of Fence or 
Fencing: 
 

• Protect an area from livestock or people 
• Rotationally graze pastures 
• Separate livestock types 
• Protect property 
 

 
Fencing may also provide other benefits such as: 

• reduced crop loss or damage from wildlife  
• improved pasture quality 
• improved livestock production 
• reduced feed costs 

 

 

Costs and Benefits: 
Material/Installation Low Medium High 

Treated Posts/Woven Wire   X 
Concrete Posts/ Barbed ire   X 

Cedar or Locust Posts/Barbed Wire X   

Cedar or Locust Posts/Electric Wire  X  



Fence 

How to Install the Practice: 
 

Determine type and amount of posts and wire or 
boards to be used 

Determine corner post reinforcement needs 
Install posts 
Install (string) wire or fence materials 
Install gates 
 

Many types of materials can be used to construct a 
barrier such as (woven, barbed, or electric) wire.  
This should be based on the type of access control 
needed (animal size/type, people). 
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Picture 
 
 
This can be deleted if not needed 

Some maintenance will be required 
in order to maintain the fence.  Oc-
casional replacement of posts or 
fencing material may be required.    
 
Herbicide spraying may be re-
quired to control weeds and un-
wanted vegetation near or under 
the fence. 

Note:  Always check for buried utilities before 



Fence 

   

A variety of materials can be used to construct a 
fence and the method and materials used should be 
based on the type of animal or traffic that you plan to 
limit access. 

Picture or text 
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This practice requires an initial labor 
investment in order to set posts and 
string fencing materials.   
 
Labor is contingent upon the type of 
fence desired and the type of access 
(small or large animals, people) you are 
trying to limit or restrict. 
 
Posts are set at established intervals 
and fencing material is secured to the 
posts. 

 
This practice can be used along with 
Prescribed Grazing and Pasture Man-
agement.  Information about these 
practices is also available.   



Help is Available 

C O N S E R V A T I O N  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  Y O U R  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  F A R M   

Technical Help Is Available 
 
Your local Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) office has experienced conservationists that can 
assist you plan and install a fence.  Detailed plans and 
instructions are available on how to install fences. They 
can also help you develop a Conservation Plan to solve 
other problems you have identified on your farm. 
 
There is no charge for our assistance.  Simply call your 
local office at the number listed below to set up an ap-
pointment and we will come to your farm. 
 
You may also be eligible to receive financial assistance, Helping People—Help the Land
through a state or federal program. Your NRCS office will 
explain any programs that are available so you can make 
the best decision for your operation. All NRCS programs and services are voluntary. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

NRCS FIELD OFFICES: Dauphin: 717-921-2380 ext 3 Monroe: 610-625-8392 ext 3 
 Delaware: 610-696-0398 ext 3 Montgomery: 610-372-4655 ext 3 
Adams: 717-334-2317 ext 3 Elk: 814-375-2125 ext 3 Northhampton: 610-625-8392 ext 3 
Allegheny: 717-482-4800 ext 3 Erie: 814-796-6760 ext 3 Northumberland: 570-286-7114 ext 3 
Armstrong: 724-545-1022 ext 3 Fayette: 724-437-7971 ext 3 Perry: 717-582-4144 ext 3 
Beaver: 724-482-4800 ext 3 Forest: 814-226-8160 ext 3 Pike: 570-282-8732 ext 3 
Bedford: 814-623-7900 ext 3 Franklin: 717-264-8074 ext 3 Potter: 814-274-8166 ext 3 
Berks: 610-372-4655 ext 3 Fulton: 717-485-3812 ext 3 Schuykill: 570-622-1312 ext 3 
Blair: 814-695-6291 ext 3 Greene: 724-627-5821 Snyder: 570-837-0007 ext 3 
Bradford: 570-265-6969 ext 3 Huntingdon: 814-627-1626 ext 3 Somerset: 814-445-6876 ext 3 
Bucks: 215-453-9527 ext 3 Indiana: 727-463-8547 ext 3 Sullivan: 570-836-2490 ext 3 
Butler: 724-482-4800 ext 3 Jefferson: 814-375-2125 ext 3 Susquehanna: 570-278-1011 ext 3 
Cambria: 814-472-5502 ext 3 Juniata: 717-436-8953 ext 3 Tioga: 570-724-1726 ext 3 
Cameron: 814-375-2125 ext 3 Lackawanna: 570-282-8732 ext 3 Union: 570-523-3280 
Carbon: 610-625-8392 ext 3 Lancaster: 717-299-5361 ext 3 Warren: 814-563-3125 
Centre: 570-726-3196 ext 3 Lawrence: 724-652-5811 Washington: 724-222-3060 ext 3 
Chester: 610-696-0398 ext 3 Lebanon: 717-272-3908 ext 3 Wayne: 570-282-8732 ext 3 
Clarion: 814-226-8160 ext 3 Lehigh: 610-625-8392 ext 3 Westmoreland: 724-834-3970 ext 3 
Clearfield: 814-375-2125 ext 3 Luzerne: 570-799-0645 ext 3 Wyoming: 570-836-2490 ext 3 
Clinton: 570-726-3196 ext 3 Lycoming: 570-433-3902 ext 3 Venago: 814-437-2473 ext 3 
Columbia: 570-784-1062 ext 3 McKean: 814-274-8166 ext 3 York: 717-755-2966 ext 3 
Crawford: 814-724-1852 ext 3 Mercer: 724-662-3740 ext 3  
Cumberland: 717-249-1037 ext 3 Mifflin: 717-248-9541 ext 3  


