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ANM-27   Wildlife Friendly Fencing 
 
 Refer to Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Landowners Guide to Wildlife 

Friendly Fences: How to Build Fence with Wildlife in Mind.  Refer to page 
32 – Remedies for Existing Fences.   
Identify the species of concern on the farm.  Refer to the guide for the 
alterations to the fence that will be needed for identified species. 

Suggested Remedies for Existing Fence for Pennsylvania 

1. Replace Barb Wire fence with smooth/High Tensile style fence 
2. Top wire height shall not exceed 42 inches 
3. Increase distance between top two wires to 12 inches (top wire 42 

inches off ground and second wire down will be 30 inches above 
ground) 

4. Reduce number of strands or wires to four or less 
5. Add visibility to the fence. 

a. Top rail should be covered with a high visibility PVC 
material or 

b. Mark the fence with ribbon or some kind of material to 
increase visibility. 

6. Remove old fences 
7. Carry away and dispose of old fencing material, especially wire 
8. Some wildlife species may need the bottom wire raised to 18 

inches minimum from the ground. Specify species if selecting this 
option. 

PA Common list of wildlife species this enhancement relates to:  Deer 
 
20% of existing perimeter fence is the amount applicable. 
 
Actual/footage 
 
Cropland, Pastureland, Forestland 

Amount Applicable = 20% of existing perimeter fence.  
   
Applicable on adjacent land  

No compatibility issues  
   

No grazed forest or woodlands in Pa.  We have not adopted 
Silvopasture yet. 
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