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Purpose.

Action Required By: November 9, 2012, and July 1, 2013

To provide State Conservationists (STCs) and the Directors, Caribbean and Pacific Islands

Areas, with guidance for administering FY 2013 national programmatic and landscape conservation
initiatives funded through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Agricultural Management

Assistance (AMA) program, and Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP).

Expiration Date. September 30, 2013

Background. To support efficient delivery of these focused opportunities to eligible producers, this
bulletin consolidates guidance for certain national programmatic and landscape initiatives to be offered
through EQIP, AMA, and WHIP during FY 2013. Although legislative authorities may be unresolved and
funding allocations may not be finalized, State Conservationists are to use the attached guidance to

prepare to offer these opportunities in a timely manner when clarity is achieved.

Explanation. This guidance establishes action items to be completed by State Conservationists to
support initiatives. Delivery and management of these initiatives are subject to all agency program
rules and policies including requirements in Title 440, Conservation Programs Manual (CPM), Part 512,
“Conservation Program Contracting.”

National Initiative

AMA

EQIP

WHIP

National Air Quality Initiative (NAQI)

X

National On-Farm Energy Initiative (NOFEI)

National Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative
(NSHTI)

National Organic Initiative (NOI)

X
X
X

|l andscape Conservation Initiatives:

Working Lands for Wildlife (WLFW)

-Black-Footed Ferret (BF Ferret WLFW)

-Bog Turtle (Bog Turtle WLFW)

-Lesser Prairie Chicken (LP Chicken WLFW)

-New England Cottontail (NE Cottontail
WLFW)

-Southwestern Willow Flycatcher (SWN
Flycatcher WLFW)

-Greater Sage Grouse (Greater Sage Grouse
WLFW)

-Gopher Tortoise (G Tortoise WLFW)

-Golden-Winged Warbler (G Winged Warbler
WLEW)

X XX | X | X XXXX

Bay Delta Initiative (BDI)

Gulf of Mexico Initiative (GoMI)

lllinois River Subbasin and Eucha - Spavinaw
Lake Watershed Initiative (IRWI)

Mississippi River Healthy Watersheds Initiative
(MRBI)

Northern Plains Migratory Bird Habitat
Initiative (NP-MBHI)

Ogallala Aquifer_Initiative (OAI)

Long Leaf Pine Initiative (LLPI)

New England-New York Forestry Initiative
(NE/NYFI)

Everglades Initiative (EI)

West Maui Coral Reef Initiative (WMCRI)

Driftless Area Initiative (DAI)

XXX X XXX | X | X XX

In order to support approved national programmatic and landscape conservation initiatives during FY
2013, STCs, are to complete the following:
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1) ProTracts Subaccounts and Application, Evaluation, and Ranking Tool (AERT).—States are
to establish subaccounts and populate the ranking evaluation criteria in the ProTracts AERT and
other actions as follows no later than COB Friday, November 9, 2012.

a. ProTracts Subaccounts.—Unless already populated in ProTracts by the national office,
States are to establish an iteratively named and separate subaccount in ProTracts for each
initiative offered and assign the appropriate “account type” as noted in the attached guidance
documents. States may not establish “locally led” or “State” type subaccounts to support
national initiatives.

b. Subaccount Resource Concerns.—States must assign the natural resource concerns in
AERT for each subaccount established in ProTracts, as noted in the attached guidance
documents. For planning purposes, States should emphasize the primary resource concerns
targeted by the initiative.

c. National Approved Land Uses.—States must designate the approved land uses as eligible
for each initiative as indicated in the attached guidance documents.

d. Approved Conservation Practices - Core and Supporting Practices.—The attached
guidance will provide practices that are approved to support each national or landscape
initiative. For purposes of this guidance, if core and supporting practices are used for an
approved initiatives, the following definitions apply:

Core Practice.—A conservation practice listed in the Field Office Technical Guide
(FOTG) that is essential to address the natural resource concerns identified by an
initiative.

Supporting Practice.—A conservation practice listed in the FOTG that may be needed
to facilitate the implementation of a core practice or, along with other approved practice,
needed to address the natural resource concerns identified by the initiative.

National Programmatic Initiatives.—Carefully review the guidance provided for each initiative to
determine which practices may be required to be offered. If a State does not need to offer one or
more of the core practices (e.g., the practice is not needed to address a resource concern), the STC
must notify the appropriate Financial Assistance Program Division (FAPD) team leader of which core
practices are not needed. States are encouraged, but not required, to offer all supporting practices
listed in the attached guidance documents. States may approve the use of additional supporting
practices not listed in the attached guidance documents if the State Conservationist certifies that
all the following conditions are met:

1. The proposed supporting conservation practice is needed to directly support a required
or core practice.

2. The purpose of the proposed supporting conservation practice standard
addresses one or more of the initiative’s natural resource concerns.

3. The national Conservation Practice Physical Effects (CPPE) database indicates the
proposed practice is assigned a “positive” value for the associated resource concern.

Landscape Conservation Initiatives.—Carefully review the guidance provided for each initiative to
determine which practices are required to be offered. If a State does not need to offer one or more of
the core practices (e.g., the practice is not needed to address a resource concern), the STC must notify
the initiative coordinator, who will seek approval from the Initiative Lead Regional Conservationist.
Changes to landscape initiative supporting practices, consistent with the criteria below, must be
submitted to the initiative coordinator and approved by the appropriate Initiative Lead Regional
Conservationist.

1. The proposed supporting conservation practice is needed to directly support a required
or core practice.

2. The purpose of the proposed supporting conservation practice standard addresses one
or more of the initiative’s natural resource concern.

3. The national Conservation Practice Physical Effects (CPPE) database indicates the
proposed practice is assigned a “positive” value for the associated resource concern.

States are responsible for associating core and supporting practices with the approved resource concerns
in ProTracts AERT, as indicated in the attached guidance documents.

e. Conservation Activity Plans (CAP).—The ProTracts application type of “planning” must be
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associated with each EQIP CAP application and ranking of these applications is mandatory
during FY 2013. Additional guidance for administration of CAPs will be provided in a separate
notice.

f. Screening Criteria.—If included in the attached initiative guidance, States must utilize
national screening criteria as provided to manage workload associated with the initiative. All
eligible applications must have an assigned priority of “High,” “Medium,” or “Low” recorded in
ProTracts.

g. State Ranking Criteria.—State ranking criteria to support the national programmatic and
certain landscape conservation initiatives during FY 2013 have been established as shown in
the attached guidance documents. States are responsible for populating the ProTracts AERT
with the established State ranking criteria for each initiative offered in their State. States may
not modify any FY 2013 initiative State-level ranking criteria provided in this guidance.

h. Local Ranking Criteria.—States must populate local ranking criteria in ProTracts AERT.
Refer to attached guidance documents for examples of local ranking criteria to support the
initiative. If example local ranking criteria are not provided in this guidance, States must
develop criteria that support the goals of the initiative.

i. Payment Schedules.—States must ensure that required core practices and any necessary
supporting practices are included in the current program payment schedules uploaded to
ProTracts. Each payment schedule uploaded into ProTracts should include both historically
underserved (HU) and traditional participant payment rates. Historically underserved items
should be prefaced with "HU"” to allow for ease of identification during contracting and quality
assurance.

(2) Application Periods.—National Headquarters (NHQ) has established ranking periods and
application deadlines to allow evaluation of all program applications from the beginning of the
fiscal year through May 31, 2013. Unless specified in the attached guidance documents, State
Conservationists must select and offer application periods consistent with the nationally
established application and ranking periods. Additional guidance to States will be issued under a
separate national bulletin.

Public Affairs - Outreach.—No State or local announcements in the media about any initiative may
be made until after the national-level announcement, which will be issued either from the
Department or the Chief. Announcements must be coordinated and issued through the national

Public

Affairs Division (PAD).

States must post initiative information to the State’s Web site. Information provided must be
consistent with policy at 440-CPM, Part 515, Subpart D, Section 515.32B. If core and supporting
practices are required for the initiative, this information must also be presented on the State Web
site.

Fund Management.—Once States have established their ProTracts subaccount and AERT, States
must allocate the appropriate financial assistance funds to these subaccounts. At the end of the last
ranking period, any unused funds must be returned by allowance change to NHQ. STCs may add
additional general program financial assistance to support the national programmatic or landscape
conservation initiatives provided an allowance change request has been entered into the Allowance
Change Tool (ACT).

For any initiatives that may provide EQIP financial assistance for livestock related projects, State
Conservationists must ensure that applications are properly associated with an appropriate “Livestock

Type.”

Obligation Deadline.—All program contracts must be obligated by COB Monday, July 1, 2013.
Program funds not obligated by this date must be returned to NHQ by submitting an allowance

change

request through ACT no later than COB July 5, 2013, so that they can be used to address other

initiative opportunities. Return of funds or request for additional funds should be done in accordance

with 440-CPM, Part 512, Subpart I, Section 512.84, “Fund Allocation Changes.”States will return the
appropriate technical assistance (TA) funds with the return of any financial assistance. The TA return
rate for each program will be provided in the State allocation letter.

Contact. If you have any questions regarding this guidance, contact the program manager or initiative
coordinator listed in the appropriate attachment to this bulletin. If you have general questions about
FAPD program rules or guidance, contact the appropriate FAPD team leader: Mark Rose, EQIP Team
Leader, at (202) 690-2621 or mark.rose@wdc.usda.gov, and Maggie Rhodes, AMA and WHIP, at (202)
720-6700 or maggie.rhodes@wdc.usda.gov. If you have any questions regarding the technical aspects of
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these initiatives, contact the appropriate Science and Technology division director: Noller Herbert,
Director, Conservation Engineering Division, at (202) 720-2520 or noller.herbert@wdc.usda.gov, and

Terrell Erickson, Director, Ecological Sciences Division, at (202) 720-5992 or
terrell.erickson@wdc.usda.gov.

/s/

ANTHONY J. KRAMER
Deputy Chief for Programs

C. WAYNE HONEYCUTT, Ph.D.

Deputy Chief for Science and Technology

THOMAS CHRISTENSEN

Regional Conservationist, Central
ASTOR BOOZER

Regional Conservationist, West

RICHARD SIMS

Regional Conservationist,

Northeast

LEONARD JORDAN
Regional Conservationist, Southeast
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