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INVASIVE SPECIES IDENTIFICATION SHEET

Japanese Honeysuckle

Lonicera japonica Thunb.

- woody vine; stems twine over the ground and other plants; mature stems hollow

- leaves opposite, thickish, 1"-3" long with untoothed margins; slightly glossy on upper sides
- pairs of leaves never joined at their bases

- flowers grow on young branches in pairs in the leaf axils (where leaf stem attaches to vine)
- flowers fragrant; usually white; fade to yellow; flower tube almost 1" long

- 4 of the 5 petals continue to be joined together most of their length above the flower tube
- berries black to dark purple-black; with more than 1 seed; can persist in fall and winter

In northeastern USA, the black to purple-black berries and the absence of any pairs of joined leaves distinguish
Japanese Honeysuckle from native, viney Honeysuckles. Japanese Honeysuckle vines leaf out early and
continue to grow later in the fall than most native plants. The vigorous runners can grow 10' or more per year and
root at the nodes in moist soil. The vines are deciduous, semi-evergreen, or evergreen depending on winter
conditions (not evergreen beyond USDA Zone 7). Vines may be red-brown in color. They have tiny, persistent
scales at the end of the previous year’s growth. The current year’s vine growth is hairy. Leaves are hairy on the
back (use hand lens) except for the variety chinensis (P.W. Wats.) Baker, called “Chinese Honeysuckle,” which has
reddish flowers, purple branchlets, and hairless, or nearly hairless, leaves that are purplish when young. Although
Japanese Honeysuckle leaf margins are never toothed, early spring leaves may be lobed. Each pair of flowers grows
off one stem (making 4 flowers and 2 flower stems for each pair of leaves).

Japanese Honeysuckle is spread by birds and small mammals. It grows best in open fields, forest openings, and
other sunny, disturbed places. The dense tangling growth that can strangle small trees and shrubs is a significant
problem in New Jersey and southward. In New England, it should be watched carefully where disturbances (e.g.,
logging) open the forest to sunlight.

L’

Text and photos by: Charlotte Pyle, October 2002
Helpful review provided by: Lillian Willis

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital
or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

11/2002



