
Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI) Factsheet 
For Cropping and Manure Application Methods 
 

Basic Requirements for All Participants: 
• To be an eligible applicant, you must not have a canceled or defaulted EQIP contract in the 

past two years due to fault of your own.  You must be on schedule with any current EQIP 
contracts under your control (ask your local NRCS office if you are unsure of your eligibility 
status). 

• All participants must sign up for 3 years of EQIP practice implementation. 
• Payments are authorized only for fields where the specific practice has not already been 

adopted, i.e. have been adopted for more than one season. 
• NRCS representatives must be permitted to field check practices. 

 
 

 
Residue Management, No-Till, Strip Till, Direct Seed (329): Planting a crop with minimal or no tillage 
or direct seeding an annual crop into a field leaving plant residues of 30% or greater on the soil surface 
after planting. 
 
Practice Requirements: 

• Eligible land includes all annual cropland. 
• The practices will be used consistently.  For 

instance, each time you till you will use the 
method requested in the EQIP application (ex: 
if you choose strip till, you will only till a 
narrow strip to plant the corn in each time you 
prepare the field for planting during the 3 year 
period). 

• Eligible practices include: no-till, strip till, direct seed, zero till, slot till or zone till. 
• Approved implements to perform eligible practices: no-till and strip-till planters; certain drills and 

air seeders; strip-type fertilizer and manure injectors and applicators; in-row chisels; and similar 
implements that only disturb strips and slots. 

• The Soil Tillage Intensity Rating (STIR) developed by NRCS must have a value of 30 or less. 
• If the majority of the crop residue is removed at harvest, for instance, silage corn, a fall cover crop 

must be planted according to NRCS specifications. 
 
Residue Management, Mulch-Till (345): Tillage with light chiseling, disking or aeration which maintains 
significant amounts (30% or greater) of plant residues on the soil surface after planting.  The fields must 
not be conventionally tilled with equipment that inverts the soil.  Aeration equipment must be set with a 
zero degree angle i.e. vertical. 
 
Practice Requirements: 

• Eligible land includes all annual cropland. 
• The practices will be used consistently.  For 

instance, each time you till you will use the 
method requested in the EQIP application (ex: if 
you choose aeration, you will aerate each time 
you prepare the field for planting during the 3 
year period). 

• A field where No-Till or Strip-Till management 
has already been adopted is not eligible for Mulch-Till. 

 
 

1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 

$90 $50 $50 

Payment Rate (per acre) for Each Year Under Contract 

1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 

$50 $28 $28 

Payment Rate (per acre) for Each Year Under Con-
tract 



Waste Utilization (633): Injecting or incorporating manure on fields which are managed in permanent 
grass/hayland or in crops managed under a residue management system (minimum or no-till).  Using drag
-line hose equipment attached to either a direct slot pressurized injection system or the use of a low 
spreading toolbar attachment with an aerator type of equipment to apply manure on annual convention-
ally tilled croplands.  Aeration equipment must be set with a zero degree angle i.e. vertical. 
 
Practice Requirements: 
• Eligible land includes: 

•  all perennial lands/hayland receiving ma-
nure using eligible injection/alternative in-
corporation methods. 

• annual cropland farmed using a residue man-
agement system AND receiving manure us-
ing eligible injection/alternative incorporation methods. 

• annual conventionally tilled cropland using drag-line hose system and either an injection system or a 
low spreading toolbar attachment with an aerator type of equipment to apply manure. 

• The practices will be used consistently.  For instance, each time you prepare the fields you will use the 
method requested in the EQIP application (ex: if you chose manure injection, you will use manure injec-
tion each time you spread manure on the field during the 3 year period). 

• Eligible practices require manure to be incorporated or injected at the same time that it is applied.  This 
includes true injection systems or low spreading toolbar attachments with an aerator type of equipment 
that are combined with a manure distribution system either in a tanker or drag line system in which the 
manure is spread through individual hoses just above the tillage disk/star. 

• Practice payment certification will require the participant to complete and submit the form 
‘Documentation of Waste Utilization’ annually (available at your local NRCS Office).  

 
 
 
Agricultural landowners in Franklin, Addison and Rutland Counties are eligible to sign up.  April 29, 2011 
is the end of the sign up period at your local Natural Resource Conservation Service Office (NRCS). 
 
 
 Franklin County NRCS   Addison County NRCS  Rutland County NRCS 
 27 Fish Pond Road, Suite 1  68 Catamount Park, Suite B  170 South Main St., Suite 4 
 St. Albans, VT 05478   Middlebury, VT 05753  Rutland, VT 05701 
 (802) 527-1296   (802) 388-6748   (802) 775-8034 

1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 

$38 $38 $38 

Payment Rate (per acre) for Each Year Under Contract 
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