NRCS State Technical Committee Minutes
January 15, 2010
ATTENDEES:
	Vicky Drew, NRCS
	Kathy Hakey, NRCS

	Judy Doerner, NRCS 
	Monica Moncrief, NRCS

	Rob Allen, NRCS
	Bill Kropelin, VT Woodlands Assn.

	John Austin, VT Fish & Wildlife
	Toby Alexander, NRCS

	Jeff Cook, VT Agency of Agriculture
	Kim Peterson, FSA

	Heather Wetzstein, NRCS
	Chris Smith, US F&WS

	Kip Potter, NRCS
	Rob Achilles, VT Agency of Agriculture

	Dave Adams, VT Fish & Wildlife
	Laura DiPietro, VT Agency of Agriculture

	Dave Rogers, NOFA – VT
	Robert Sylvester, NRCS

	Brian Jerose, Composting Assn VT (CAV)
	Robert Paquin, FSA

	Marli Rupe, Poultney-Mettowee NRCD
	Steve Sinclair, VT Dept of Forests, Parks and Rec

	Tom Berry, Senator Leahy’s Office
	Jim Shallow, Audubon VT

	Jenny Nelson, Senator Sander’s Office
	Jim Wood, NRCS

	Tim Mckay, NRCS
	Eric Perkins, EPA

	Alan Calfee, Calfee Woodland Management
	


Judy:  Welcome/Introductions 
Judy welcomed participants and started introductions. Judy asked if public would like to give feedback or opinion on topics of concern.  No members of the general public were in attendance. 
Judy announced her retirement as of January 29, 2010.  Rob Allen will be the Acting State Conservationist for 3 weeks.  Karen Woodrich will be Acting State Conservationist from February 21 until final selection of a replacement is made. 
Vicky will be the Acting State Conservationist in Virginia for approximately 60 days and Kathy will be Acting Assistant State Conservationist for Programs in Vicky’s absence. 

Below are the final FA allocations received for FY 2010:

AMA $105,318
EQIP $4,020,984
FRPP $3,000,000

GRP $178,962

WHIP $84,839
WRP $2,333,369

CSP $46,397



Regional Equity will be $4,686,885 of which we have requested $250,000 for GRP and the remainder of EQIP.  We won’t receive regional equity until 90% of funds are obligated in EQIP. 

EQIP Pools
Vicky discussed the mandatory addition of funding pools for Beginning Farmers and Socially Disadvantaged participants.  National office will need to approve the allocations to these funds.  Last year 32-36% of the total funded applications were Beginning Farmers.  It is suggested that 30% of the funds be allocated to beginning farmers and 2% for Socially Disadvantaged.  This would create four new pools for Beginning Farmers, duplicating the traditional funding pools used each year, but targeted to beginning farmers and one new pool for Socially Disadvantaged participants.  Planning pool allocation is $150,000 of which currently we have 50 applications totaling $80,000.  The planning pool is continuously open until all funds are allocated. 
We have been given a heads up that the EQIP Organic Pools will have a ranking cutoff date of March 12, 2010.  We are waiting for further guidance from the national office on how the organic pools will be handled this year.

Seasonal High Tunnels
Jim Wood reviewed the interim practice for Seasonal High Tunnels.  This will be a three year pilot project in which 38 – 40 states are participating in the pilot project.  The practice will be for a gothic structure which will allow snow loads and have a 4 year lifespan.  There will be no need for engineering of this practice.  There are several reputable manufacturers and most come with a warranty.  Still reviewing requirement of removing the plastic each year and will update when a decision is made.  Some feel that removing the plastic actually causes more damage.  Maine has some in operation and they were producing spinach 2 weeks ago.  Heating will not be allowed in these practices which sets them apart from a greenhouse.  This practice will be available in both the first round of funding for any applicant who is interested but applied prior to the announcement, as well as the second round of funding of which the application deadline is February 12, 2010.  Participants must already be a producer. 

The committee recommends that no special pool be set up for Seasonal High Tunnel practice during the first round of funding.  Prior to the second round, the committee recommended making a decision to see if there is a need for a separate pool.  Jim also mentioned a possibility that CIG could be used to fund research needed to determine the resource concerns that are addressed with Seasonal High Tunnels.

Methane Digesters
Funding for the methane digesters in a cost share contract would most often require a waiver to raise the cap on contracts for methane digesters to $450,000.  The EQIP sub-committee recommended that $2.25 million be allocated to a methane digester pool for the second round of funding.  Allocations for the Structural pool are now $5.2 million and if the methane pool was allocated the Structural pool would be $3 million. 
Tim Mckay gave a brief overview of the practice and the partners involved.  To date there has been a lot of interest with 12 applications already received.  The practice takes a lot of planning and applicants need to reach specific milestones in the planning process before signing a contract.
It was recommended that before we finalize an allocation to a new methane digester pool,   we wait to see where we stand for the second round.  The new pool, if used, will be limited to the methane digester and supporting practices.
Geographical Area Rate Caps (GARCs) 
Application deadlines for WRP is March 1st and for GRP it was today.  Committee approved and recommend the new GARCs which were based on a Market Analysis done by an outside source in December. 
Ranking for WRP has not changed much and includes nationally required items. Adjacent land to existing WRP sites will rank higher than marginal sites. 

WHIP
One-third of the allocations were allocated nationally.  Judy will review with the national office on how much and when we will receive the balance of funds. 
Changes to the ranking from last year’s include 6 more national questions, addition of local work group questions and removed 3 of the state questions, which were identical to the national questions. Update: Upon further review, it was determined that only two state questions would be removed that were identical to the national questions. The third, a rare species question, was given a high % of the total state points last year. Due the high weight of the question, it was added back in but is still duplicative of a national question. 
FSA Update 
Kim Peterson from FSA reported that $6 million in funds were allocated to the Biomass Crop Assistance Program which closes March 31.  FSA still has not received the final rules for the program. There will be a CREP subcommittee meeting in the next few weeks.  There is a national review of the Conservation Priority Areas. Soil Rental Rates will no longer be using land values which may lower rates.  
Agency of Agriculture
Laura Dipietro passed out a handout on the status of their CREP projects and funds used.  Goal is to enroll more cropland in CREP since enrollment has been down in the past few years.  Enrollment this year is up which started in October with 264 acres and will be open until April.  

Next Meeting

Meeting adjourned at 12:10.  The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Friday March 31, 9:30 a.m. – noon.  Committee members will be notified if a meeting is needed earlier than this date to address urgent issues.
