== ONRCS

United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

Fact Sheet:

Farm Bill ;

2008

Mississippi River Basin Healthy
Watersheds Initiative (MRBI)

Background

To improve the health of the Missis-
sippi River Basin, the United State Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) announced the
Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds
Initiative (MRBI) in September 2009. The
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) is responsible for administering this
Initiative. This multi-state effort was devel-
oped with the goal of reducing and nutrient
runoff from farms, controlling nutrient levels
in surface waters, and reducing the severity
of the Gulf hypoxia. MRBI includes 54 water-
sheds or “focus areas” in 13 states in which
NRCS conservation efforts will be focused for
at least a five-year period. NRCS uses a com-
petitive process to distribute funds to these
focus areas through the Cooperative Conser-
vation Partnership Initiative (CCPI) and the
Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Program
(WREP). Three NRCS Farm Bill programs are
available for MRBI projects under CCPI:
Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP), Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program
(WHIP) and Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSP).
Summary

In conjunction with the Kentucky
USDA State Technical Committee which in-
cludes multiple partners such as state agen-
cies, conservation districts, environmental
groups, and farming interests, Kentucky NRCS
proposed three focus watersheds with
boundaries entirely in Kentucky: Licking River
in Eastern Kentucky, Lower Green River in
Northwestern Kentucky, and Bayou de Chien-
Mayfield Creek in Southwestern Kentucky.
Another, Red River in South-central Kentucky,
is shared with Tennessee.

In 2010, three project proposals
which identified small target watersheds
within the focus areas were submitted by the
Kentucky Division of Conservation who also
dedicated state funds to each of the project
areas through the State Cost Share Program.
All three project proposals were selected for
funding through CCPI, and utilize EQIP techni-
cal and financial assistance for implementa-
tion.

Each of the project watersheds has
unique and varied water quality issues, land
use variations, and different degrees of
previous landowner participation rates.

The watersheds also have documented water
quality issues including high nutrient loads
and sedimentation. For example, in the
Lower Green River Basin, there are nine
stream segments designated as “impaired”
by the Kentucky Division of Water. Excessive
nutrient levels, sedimentation, and/or eutro-
phiocation contribute to the impairment in
all these sub-watersheds.



In 2011, The Nature Conservancy In partnership with TNC, Kentucky
(TNC) submitted a WREP proposal for Bayou  NRCS has enrolled almost 400 acres in the
de Chein watershed which was also approved WREP MRBI. These acres are in addition to

for funding. 3,500 restored acres in the Initiative area for
which NRCS owns easements under the Wet-
Status lands Reserve Program (WRP). The wetlands
Through EQIP, contracts are entered serve as an outstanding natural process to
with landusers to implement conservation trap and filter excess nutrients. TNC continues
systems on their farms that include practices  to provide outreach for additional WREP en-
that avoid, control and trap nutrients. Lan- rollments, and recently, 23 landowners ex-

duser EQIP contracts have been entered each pressed interest at a local outreach event.
year in the three approved CCPI projects since

they were approved in 2010. In 2010 and

2011, more than 80 contracts valued at over

$2.5 million were entered. Contracting is un-

derway for 2012 and it is expected that an-

other $S1 million will be obligated to landuser

EQIP contracts this year.
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