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USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION (EWP) PROGRAM UNDERWAY IN KENTUCKY 
Lexington, Ky., June 1, 2011—On April 29, funds were available for the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program administered by Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) here in Kentucky.

At that time, Karen Woodrich, State Conservationist for Natural Resources Conservation Service, announced the EWP program was implemented and received an initial amount of $500,000.

Working with our partners, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, Kentucky Division of Emergency Management and local County representatives, NRCS is participating in Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments to assess damage to infrastructures (roadways, bridges, culverts), stream banks and waterways.

NRCS staff continues to assess damage to infrastructure (roadways, bridges, culverts), stream banks and waterways as counties continue to apply for assistance.

To date, NRCS has received over 30 request for assistance from sponsors for EWP eligibility determinations. These sponsors consist of County Fiscal Courts, City Government entities, State Government entities and local Watershed Conservancy Districts.

So far, NRCS has received 34 requests for assistance through local sponsors with eligible emergency needs.

EWP can provide assistance for the removal of debris (broken, hanging and undercut trees) or impending debris along streams, creeks, or bridges that pose a threat to life or property.

NRCS EWP program can also provide assistance to stabilize severe erosion along streambanks that pose immediate danger to homes, non-federal roads and other infrastructure. EWP project work must be conducted under an agreement with NRCS. All EWP work must reduce threats to life and property and comply with economic and environmental standards.

To date, NRCS has entered into agreements to complete ten EWP projects in seven counties. Potential EWP projects are being assessed on a daily basis.
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For more information, please contact Jack Kuhn, Assistant State Conservationist, at 859-224-7350, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, 771 Corporate Drive, Suite 210, Lexington, Kentucky 40503.  For information regarding partner agencies, visit the following links:
Kentucky Division of Emergency Management     http://kyem.ky.gov/
Federal Emergency Management Agency     http://www.fema.gov/
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet     http://transportation.ky.gov/
Local Kentucky Counties     http://dlg.ky.gov/kentuckycounties.htm
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