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USDA-NRCS ANNOUNCES AVAILABILITY OF $867,000 FOR THE FARM BILL ORGANIC INITIATIVE IN KENTUCKY

Lexington, Ky., February 17, 2010 — Tom Perrin, State Conservationist for Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Kentucky announced that $867,000 is available in Kentucky for the 2010 National Organic Initiative to encourage more organic agriculture production.  Funding for the initiative is being made available as part of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  Applications are being accepted now until March 12, 2010.  These funds can and will serve to assist organic growers and producers in Kentucky.
Nationally, $50 million has been set aside for organic producers and those desiring to transition to organic production.  Organic producers may also apply for assistance under general EQIP.
Applications received now through March 12, 2010 will be ranked according to the nationally established ranking criteria based on resource concerns linked to the National Organic Program (NOP) objectives and core conservation practices.  Cost-share funding is available to certified organic growers and producers as well as those transitioning to organic production.
Interested producers should visit their nearest USDA Service Center to determine eligibility.
For more information regarding the National Organic Initiative program, visit NRCS Web site at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs.
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