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USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE IN KENTUCKY RECEIVED ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR PROGRAMS 
Lexington, Ky., - June 27, 2011 — Karen Woodrich, State Conservationist announced Kentucky NRCS has received additional funds for Fiscal Year 2011.  These funds will be used to fund three programs:  Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP), Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP), and Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP).  

For WHIP, Kentucky was awarded an additional $600,000 funding to fund applications received earlier in the fiscal year.  The purpose of the WHIP is to help participants develop fish and wildlife habitat on private agricultural land, non-industrial private forest land and Indian land.  NRCS provides technical and financial assistance to landowners and others to develop or enhance upland, wetland, riparian, and aquatic habitat areas on their property.

For WREP Kentucky was awarded $1.65 million to be used in the Bayou du Chien/Mayfield focus watershed located within Ballard, Carlisle, Fulton, Graves, and Hickman Counties.  The next ranking cut-off date is July 15, 2011.

For EWP, Kentucky was awarded an additional $500,000 for a total of $1million for the flooding event in April.  In addition, the latest flooding event of June 19 and 20 in southeastern Kentucky, has so far received requests from Bell, Breathitt, Knott, Knox, and Perry.  NRCS staff, working with the Kentucky Emergency Management Services, are currently assessing requests in these counties.  The EWP Program objective is to assist sponsors and individuals in implementing emergency measures to relieve imminent hazards to life and property created by a natural disaster.
Landowners can enroll on a continuous basis for conservation programs.  Contact your local service center for more information.  (http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app).  For EWP, local or state sponsors should request assistance from the State Conservationist.   Go to direct link for EWP: http://www.ky.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/2011EWP/index.html.

For more information, please visit Kentucky NRCS Programs Web site at http://www.ky.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ and click on appropriate program.
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