State Technical Committee Meeting

March 20, 2008
693 Federal Building
NRCS Conference Room

Des Moines, Iowa

1:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Present: Al Garner, Acting State Conservationist, Chair; Paul Tauke, Bill Ehm, and Lyle Asell, DNR; 
Gregg Pattison, FWS; Susan Heathcote, Iowa Environmental Council; Doug Gronau, Farm Bureau; 
Vicki Friedow for Derryl McLaren, and Merlin Plagge, FSA; Jim Gillespie for Karey Claghorn, Acting Director, IDALS-DSC; Mark Ackelson, INHF; Dave Van Waus, Pheasants Forever; Brad Riphagen for Shannon Ramsey, Trees Forever; Jennifer Filipiak, Nature Conservancy; Tom German for Teresa Opheim, Practical Farmers of Iowa; Linda Kinman, Iowa Water Agencies Association; Eric Linstrom, Ducks Unlimited; John Glenn, Iowa Watersheds; Inger Lamb, Iowa Prairie Network; Bruce Barnhart, LICA;
Duane Sand, SSCC; Madeline Meyer, Producer; and Cy McDonald, Iowa League of RC&Ds.  Others not members:  Robin Holcomb, FSA; Teri Heyer, Forest Service; Todd Bogenschultz, Denny Michael, and 
Kelly Smith, DNR; Dave Whittlesey, National Wild Turkey Federation; Mike Delaney, ISO Ag;

Ken Fawcett, Jeff Olson, Burt Vandenberg, and Dean Friederichs, Iowa Quality Agriculture Guild; 
Paul Sweeney, Marty Adkins, Mark Garrison, Barb Stewart, and Shelly DuBay, NRCS. 
Welcome Comments – Al Garner
Al Garner thanked everyone for serving on the Iowa State Technical Committee.  Iowa NRCS does appreciate your input and recommendations on program implementation and technical standards.  Al announced he has been serving as Acting State Conservationist since January, but Rich Sims will be the Iowa State Conservationist effective June 22.  Al provided background on his NRCS career in Mississippi.  Al also announced that John Myers was selected as the Iowa NRCS State Resource Conservationist effective February 19.  Mr. Myers came from Virginia and has family ties in Iowa.
The minutes from December 13, 2007, meeting were sent to all members prior to the meeting and posted on the Iowa NRCS website.   There was a small adjustment to the minutes on page 3 under the WRP Update that made clarification in this section.  A recommendation to accept the minutes was made by 
Susan Heathcote and Doug Gronau seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as amended.

Al shared an update on the NRCS budget.  With the Continuing Resolution and the delay in the signing of the Farm Bill, it has caused complications in Iowa NRCS allocation process.  The Farm Bill has been extended to April 18, 2008.  Iowa NRCS has been receiving funds in small increments which makes it difficult to plan for the rest of the year.  Iowa NRCS has obligated $20 million in EQIP.  The Secretary of Agriculture did announce a Conservation Security Program sign-up beginning April 18 – May 16, 2008.  There are 51 watersheds across the nation.  Iowa NRCS will have the sign-up in the Middle Iowa Watershed.  Al provided details to the group on the CSP sign-up.  

SAFE Application Update – Vickie Friedow

Vickie Friedow shared that on January 19, 2008, the Acting Secretary of Agriculture announced the approval of 45 applications; Iowa provided three proposals.  Vickie reminded the group on the acres per proposal.  This week the Farm Service Agency (FSA) National Office had a conference call and provided a spreadsheet that identified several things that each states needs to change on the proposals.  One item was the practice Emergency Management of Haying and Grazing which all states were asked to remove.  The Iowa State Technical Committee has to make a recommendation to authorize haying and grazing management practices to the Iowa Farm Service Agency State Committee.  A motion was made by Doug Gronau and seconded by Madeline Meyer to make the recommendation, motion carried.  
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WRP Geographic Area Rate Caps – Marty Adkins

Marty Adkins provided a copy of Iowa State University Extension (ISUE) publication (FM-1825) map showing the county estimates of average dollar value per farmland based on United States Census of Agriculture estimates and a November 1, 2007, survey of Iowa real estate brokers.  The document also shows the estimates of average dollar value per cares as of November 1, 2007, by Iowa Crop Reporting District and the percentage change since November 1, 2006.  Marty provided some background on previous years on evaluating Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) offers.  Marty shared that Iowa NRCS needs to respond to NRCS National Headquarters by April 15 on the Geographic Area Rate Caps (GARC) for WRP.  The caps should be set at a level that encourages enrollment near historic rate and ensures that caps are not set at a level that would exclude from enrollment land with types or classes of land where the wetland and wildlife restoration potential is generally superior to other types of restoration sites within the state.  There was a detailed discussion.  A motion was made by Duane Sand to use the Iowa State University Extension Land Survey information indexed by Federal Reserve data and the Realtors Land Institute’s index to get the current land values and Mark Ackelson second the motion.  The Iowa State Technical Committee concurred with the recommendation and the motion was approved.  
Water Resources Sub-Committee Report – Marty Adkins/Duane Sand
Marty Adkins provided a copy of the minutes of the March 14 meeting of the Water Resources Sub-Committee Meeting and went over the document in detail (see attachment).  Duane Sand provided additional information to the group.  The following is the Sub-Committee’s recommendation on the criteria used in developing fund request priorities for FY09: 1) Readiness – are land rights acquired and can design/plan preparation work be completed to allow for timely contracting construction? 2) Local contribution to building the project relative to local ability to pay. 3) Project benefit-to-cost analysis. 4) Opportunities to leverage state and non-Iowa NRCS federal funds.  A motion was made by Duane Sand to use the criteria listed above and having the Iowa NRCS State Office personnel be available to evaluate the proposals, seconded by John Glenn.  The Iowa State Technical Committee concurred with the recommendation and the motion was approved.
Supersheds Sub-Committee FY08-09 Proposal Recommendations – Jim Gillespie

Jim Gillespie stated applications were due in December 2007 for Supershed projects.  On January 20, 2008, the Sub-Committee met to review the five (5) the proposals that consisted of close to $1 million in funding.  The Sub-Committee members that were in attendance were Lyle Asell, Larry Beeler, Deb Ryun, 
Susan Heathcote, John Sellers, Dave Petty, and Duane Sand.   The Sub-Committee recommends the following:

Rathbun Lake Watershed - $195,540

· Adding sub watersheds to their projects in the Chariton River area.


Restored Native Driftless Area (Northeast Iowa) - $242,000

· Working with the SAFE proposal to target the best use of resources and taking care of the issues.

There was some discussion from the group.  A motion was made by Jim Gillespie to accept the recommendation from the Sub-Committee, seconded by Mark Ackelson.  The Iowa State Technical Committee concurred with the recommendation and the motion was approved.  Recommendations to obligate funds in FY09 will not be made at this time.

A question was raised regarding the South Fork of Iowa River application that requested $12,900.  The Sub-Committee did not feel it would fit into a Supershed category but could be a special project.  This is a CEAP project with tile outlets being monitored for a total of ten (10) years.  It would also include cover crops and other conservation practices.  There was a discussion on this issue.  The NRCS Acting State Conservationist will take this into consideration for funding as a special project.
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ISO 9000/14000 Standards in Production Agriculture – Dean Fredericks/Mike Delaney/Ken Fawcett/

Jeff Olson/Burt Vandenberg
A brochure was provided on the Iowa Quality Agriculture Guide (IQAG).  Mike Delaney, owner of ISO Ag of West Point, Iowa, shared that the growers with IQAG are externally certified by a company called United Registrar Systems (URS) from England.  That company comes to the United States every year and does an audit on their systems to make sure there are traceable evidence in land preservation.  Mr. Delaney’s company contracts with the URS and provides an internal audit every year to make sure growers are staying in compliance.  Mr. Delaney provided additional details regarding the process and record-keeping issues.  Mr. Delaney shared there are 21 growers and would like to see if there are projects that they become partners that could be beneficial for funding.  The group provided specific details what has occurred in England from what has been done in Iowa in the crop benefits and also the livestock industry.  There was a question and answer discussion with the group on the details.  International Organization of Standardization (ISO) is an agency that was formed after World War II (non-government).  A suggestion was made that a small group form to explore what USDA and others could do to assist with self-certification, etc. to get benefits from both sides for partnership projects in the future.
Upper Mississippi Forest Partnership – Teri Heyer

Teri Heyer is from the United States Forest Service.  Teri provided a power point presentation to introduce the group to the Upper Mississippi Forest Partnership that consists of five (5) states.  It has been in operation for three-four years.  Teri shared details of the project with the power point presentation.  She also had a few copies of the “Identification of Priority Forests in the Upper Mississippi River System: A Summary” if anyone would like to take a copy.  
Review of Standards and Specifications – Mark Garrison
The following standards and specifications were updated and revised then placed on the Iowa NRCS website under the State Technical Committee for a 30 day review period:

Vegetated Treatment Area (635)


Irrigation Water Conveyance High-Pressure,


Underground, Plastic Pipeline (430DD) 

Obstruction Removal (500)
Stream Crossing (578)
Open Channel (582)
Structure for Water Control (587)
Solid/Liquid Waste Separation Facility (632)
Mark Garrison shared he appreciated all the comments that were made on the standards.  There was a brief discussion.  
Bill Ehm provided a booklet/brochure titled “Working for Clean Water – 2007 Watershed Improvement Successes in Iowa” that the Iowa Department of Natural Resources developed.  The Iowa Soil and Water Conservation Districts, IDALS - Division of Soil Conservation, Iowa NRCS, and other individual partners around the state have contributed to the effort of the successes on the watersheds.  Bill provided additional information and if anyone would like additional copies for their offices, please contact him.
Paul Tauke thanked the Iowa NRCS field, area and State Office staffs for their work on the forestry practices set aside for EQIP funds that was allocated in March for a total of $355,000.
The next State Technical Committee Meeting will be held on June 26, 2008, in NRCS Conference Room 693A in the Federal Building at 1:00 p.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

/s/Al Garner
Acting State Conservationist – Chair

Water Resources Sub-Committee

State Technical Committee

March 14, 2008 Minutes
The Water Resources Subcommittee of the State Technical Committee met at the NRCS State Office in Des Moines on March 14, 2008.  Subcommittee members attending were Duane Sand, State Soil Conservation Committee; John Glenn, Iowa Watersheds; and Madeline Meyer, producer.  Marty Adkins and Allen Gehring of NRCS also attended.

Marty Adkins provided a spreadsheet and map that provided basic information on each of the active watershed projects receiving assistance through the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Program (PL-566).  Only one of these projects, the Soap Creek Watershed in southeastern Iowa, was included in a Congressional earmark for FY2008.  The Little Sioux Watershed, authorized under the Flood Control Act of 1944, also received a Congressional earmark for FY2008.

Marty also provided a copy of the Iowa NRCS fund request for watershed project operations (construction) for FY2008 (attached).  This request was submitted to the NRCS National Headquarters in June of 2007.  He said that the FY2008 request was based on information on individual site readiness from NRCS area staff.  Site readiness criteria focused on the completed designs and acquired land rights.  Allen Gehring shared input from Mark Jensen on four projects that would be most ready to make use of FY2009 funds.  They correspond with the top four priorities from the FY2008 funding request

A funding request for FY2009 will be submitted in May or June.  Adkins asked for input from the Subcommittee on the FY2009 request.  Duane Sand offered that the following criteria would be useful in developing fund request priorities:

· Readiness – Are land rights acquired and can design/plan preparation work be completed to allow for timely contracting and construction?

· Local contributions to building the project relative to local ability to pay.

· Project benefit-to-cost analysis.

· Opportunities to leverage State and non-NRCS Federal Funds.

There was general agreement on these criteria.  It was also agreed that it was not practical to use these criteria during this meeting due to the time required to glean information from individual project plans, but that staff should account for them when preparing the FY2009 request.  It is anticipated that the FY2009 funding request will closely resemble the FY2008 request since only one project is receiving funds this year.

It is recognized that individual project sponsors might provide input to their Congressional representatives on their projects which could factor into earmarking decisions.  Madeline Meyer shared a copy of a Project Evaluation and Questionnaire that was provided to Representative Steve King on behalf of the Little Sioux Watershed.  Other project sponsors might be providing similar input to other members of Congress on their individual projects.

Duane led discussion other funding sources that might be appropriate for implementation of active projects should PL-566 appropriations continue to decrease.  These included State Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Water Protection Funds, the State Watershed Protection Program, and the Watershed Improvement Review Board (WIRB).  

Duane also suggested that more project sponsors should explore the use of taxing authority through soil conservation sub-districts as a means of funding project installation, operation and maintenance.  Marty mentioned that Emily Piper had completed a survey of watershed project sponsors in order to assess their financial readiness to handle their operation and maintenance responsibilities.  Copies of this report will be made available to Subcommittee members.

Marty handed out a map of the eight-digit hydrologic unit code (HUC) watersheds of Iowa.  (Note:  These areas range from 391 to 1,953 square miles in area).  NRCS, the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship - Division of Soil Conservation (IDALS-DSC), Prairie Rivers RC&D and several partners are currently developing Rapid Watershed Assessments (RWAs) for nine eight-digit HUC watersheds at this time.

This committee will be asked to provide input on RWA development priorities for NRCS at a future meeting.  NRCS is currently considering an appropriate plan for RWA development, taking into account available staff resources and other workload demands.  RWA development by NRCS could coincide with proposed watershed assessments that have been proposed by the Iowa Watersheds Quality Planning Task Force.  If that is the case interagency coordination will be vital to avoid duplication of effort.

