State Technical Committee Meeting

April 22, 2004
1:00 p.m.
Room 667 Federal Building
Des Moines, Iowa

MINUTES

Present:  Leroy Brown, Chair; Paul Taulke for Mike Brandrup, Todd Bogenschutz for 
Richard Bishop, Ubbo Agena, and Lyle Asell, DNR; Butch Neumeyer, Bernie Bolton, and 
Deb Ryun, CDI; Jim Munson, FWS; Rick Robinson and Doug Gronau, Farm Bureau; 
Tim Recker and Dan Brutsche, Corn Growers; Susan Heathcote, IEC; Doug Lindgren, Soybean Association; Kelly Tobin and wife Irene, Producer; Derryl McLaren and Merlin Plagge, FSA; Lee Faris, Producer; Dave Petty, Cattlemen’s Association; Jerry Miller, ISU Extension; 
Bill Ehm, DSC; Duane Sands for Mark Ackelson, INHF; Brad Riphagen for Shannon Ramsey, Trees Forever; Leslee Spraggins, Nature Conservancy; Doug Darling for Jim Sands, NASS; 
Russ Brandes, Producer; Amy Miller, Organic Producer; Kim Donaldson, Producer; John Glenn, Iowa Watersheds; Inger Lamb, Iowa Prairie Network; and John Byrd, Iowa Tree Farm Committee.  Others not members:  Mike Hawkins, DNR; Donna Buell, Dickinson County Clean Water Alliance Coordinator; Jim Gillespie, Bill McGill and Mike Franklin, DSC; Mike Musel, FSA; Madeline Meyer, SSCC; Dave Roslein, Winneshiek SWCD; Marty Braster, Rathbun Rural Water Association; John Moreland, Senator Tom Harkin’s Office; Merlin Bartz, USDA; 
Lora Friest, Todd Duncan, Marty Adkins, Chris Murray, Laura Greiner, Dennis Pate, and
Shelly DuBay, NRCS.
Welcome Comments – Leroy Brown

Leroy Brown stressed the importance of the State Technical Committee and the time it takes out of each of the members schedule to get business done and appreciates everyone’s efforts.  Leroy announced there were new members of the State Technical Committee and introduced them.  They are Kim Donaldson, Inger Lamb, Amy Miller, John Byrd, and John Glenn.  Linda Kinman is also a new member but was not able to attend.  Butch Neumeyer is now the President of CDI replacing Bernie Bolton and Tim Recker and Dan Brutsche are replacing Robert Stuart from the Iowa Corn Growers.  Leroy shared that we would provide more information/documentation regarding the background of the State Technical Committee and how it functions.  This information was provided to the entire group at a previous meeting.
National Animal Agriculture Conservation Framework Update – Leroy Brown

Leroy Brown provided a few copies of the publication “National Animal Agriculture Conservation Framework” for the group.  Leroy stated that the publication is located on the NRCS website http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/afo if they wanted to go online.  This publication was put together with the input of several meetings across the nation involving the livestock, poultry, sheep, horse etc. organizations/groups.  Items from states were submitted to NRCS National Headquarters and they put the publication together.  Leroy stated the next step is to produce a framework for the state of Iowa.  Leroy would like the same group that met before meet again – they were not part of the State Technical Committee.  Also appoint a sub-committee from this group to join them.  The sub-committee includes:

Dave Petty
Susan Heathcote
Kelly Tobin

Duane Sands
Russ Brandes
Derryl McLaren

Rick Robinson
Doug Lindgren
Bill Ehm
Chris Murray
Laura Greiner
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The following are individuals that are not members of the State Technical Committee that met before:


Steve Bode, IA Bison Association
Jim Boiser, IA Elk Breeders


Bill Paynter, IA Horse Association
Rich Degner, IA Pork Producers


Gretta Irwin IA Turkey Federation
Verana Johnson, IA Cattlewomen


Kent Lehs, Midwest Dairy Association
Tim Bierman, IA Pork Producers


Jodi Still, IA Sheep Industry
Kevin Vinchattle, IA Poultry Association


Norman Moklestad, IA Dairy Products
Deb Ryun, CDI

Kaitlyn Bartling, IA Sheep Industry
Joel Brinkmeyer, IA Cattlemen’s Association

There was some discussion on the issue of CRP land expiring.  The issue is that they would like the land not go back into row crops, but stay in a grazing system.  A sub-committee was put together to provide recommendations to the Farm Service Agency for their consideration.  The following individuals are included:

Kelly Tobin
Lee Faris


Leslee Spraggins
Dan Brutsche
National Update – Merlin Bartz

Leroy Brown introduced Merlin Bartz to the group.  Mr. Bartz has been in Washington, D.C. for the last two years serving as the Deputy Under Secretary for Natural Resources.  The position is directly under Mark Grey, Under Secretary for Natural Resources that oversees NRCS and the Forest Service.  Merlin shared that today is the 34th Anniversary of Earth Day.   It was announced that grants were approved for 62 projects in 28 states serving 121,000 households at a total federal outlay at $194 million for waste water treatment.   There were four located in Iowa.   Merlin also shared that President Bush announced, for the first time based on NRI data, figures were released by USDA showing that America has reversed the annual net loss of wetlands on farms.  Merlin shared more details of the announcement with the group.  Merlin then discussed the Conservation Security Program (CSP).  There was a detailed discussion from the group.  
Special Projects Presentations – Bill Ehm

Leroy Brown began this discussion with some background on last year’s “Partnership and Cooperation” initiative.  This initiative resulted in the funding of land treatment and wetland restoration work in selected parts of the Lake Rathbun Watershed.  Focused financial and technical assistance is being provided by NRCS and nine other agencies/organizations.  Leroy stated that this year NRCS received $18.4 million in EQIP funds and held back $4.5 million for the possibility for special projects, feedlot runoff control, and to help with finalization of projects/contracts.   NRCS has also held back $1 million from WRP and some from WHIP and other programs for the same purpose.
Bill Ehm stated that there are nine factors that were used to look at special projects within a watershed.  Bill shared that an RFP was provided to each county for additional applications.  They are due to the NRCS State Office by the close of business Thursday, May 20, 2004.   
Rathbun Lake Special Project – John Glenn, Rathbun Alliance

John Glenn provided a power point presentation with a handout of the presentation for the group (see attachment).  John shared details of the project and on how last year’s funds were used.  He also presented a proposal for additional funding in FY04.  There was some discussion from the group.
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Iowa Great Lakes Project – Donna Buell/Mike Hawkins 
Donna Buell provided a power point presentation with a handout of the presentation for the group (see attachment).  Donna stated that the local leadership has been organized for 100 years – the Okoboji Protective Association was formed in 1904.  In 1905, the first Iowa Fish and Game laws were enacted.  In 1909, the Iowa Lakeside Lab was formed and still serves today as a biological field station managed by ISU, UNI, and IU in partnership.  In 1970, the first watershed study of the Iowa Great Lakes was funded by the Okoboji Protective Association.  
Mike Hawkins provided information on details where they have been ranking the assessments of the watershed and what has been found.  There was a discussion from the group.
Upper Iowa Project – Dave Roslien, Winneshiek SWCD
Dave Roslien provided brochures titled “Upper Iowa River Canoe Guide.”   Dave then shared a detailed power point presentation with a handout of the presentation for the group (see attachment).   There were no questions from the group.
Iowa Cattlemen’s Alternative Technology – Dave Petty

Dave Petty provided a handout to the group of one example of alternative technology methods.  He went over the handout in detail.  Dave also shared the details how the alternative technology come about with EPA and others.  Dave stated that he did meet with Chief Bruce Knight and several of the Deputy Chiefs to discuss this issue, and that Chief Knight said that NRCS would help fund this development with $100,000 that will go through Iowa NRCS.  They also have gone through a grant process with EPA for $500,000.  There will be six sites that will be funded at this time.  The sites are located at different places across Iowa, not just in the central area.  There was a discussion from the group.  It was noted that this project might fit well in the Conservation Innovation Grants program when funding becomes available.  
Discussion - Leroy Brown asked the group what the approach should be for this fiscal year for funding the four projects that were presented today.  Leroy Brown stated that time is a factor to decide which project we will fund for FY2004.  This will allow time to work with producers to carry out practices.  There will be additional projects sent in to the State Office by May 20, 2004.  NRCS usually receives additional dollars so we can fund the additional projects or wait until FY2005.  Leroy said that we should have projects ready to go when we do receive the allocation even if it is for the following fiscal year.  There was a discussion from the group.  

The issue of timeliness on getting out there with the producers to get the job done was discussed.  Concern was raised about waiting until our next meeting in June would be too late for planning purposes.  

Volunteers were solicited for a Partnership and Cooperation Sub-Committee.  Its charge will be to study the four projects presented, gather detailed information, and recommend who will be funded to the State Conservationist, and provide a report at the next meeting.  Members are:

Bill Ehm – Chair
Deb Ryun
Lyle Asell
Bruce Trautman


Dave DeGues
Paul Taulke
Rick Robinson
Susan Heathcote
Dean Lemke
Russ Brandes
Ubbo Agena
NRCS representative
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CSP Sub-Committee Update – Doug Lindgren

Doug Lindgren stated that the sub-committee was developed to look at the enhancement part of CSP.  Doug then handed out a draft document titled “Enhancement Payment Scenario.”  This document shows the management practices that were selected based on the impact in Iowa.  Doug explained in detail how this document works.  There was some discussion from the group.  If anyone has comments about this draft document after reviewing it closer, please provide them to Tom O’Connor or Dennis Pate.   The individuals on the sub-committee include: 

Francis Thicke – Chair
Leslee Spraggins
Jerry Miller
Bill McGill


Deb Ryun
Doug Lindgren
Dennis Pate
Amy Miller

Jim Muson
Richard Bishop
Tom O’Connor
DNR Wildlife Issues – Ken Herring

This topic was not covered since Ken Herring was not able to attend.  It will be place on the next meeting agenda.

FRPP Ranking – Russ Brandes

Russ Brandes stated that Suzanne Hickey from The Nature Conservancy chairs this sub-committee.  There are currently only two organizations involved in Iowa with this program: The Nature Conservancy and the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation.  Due to the low involvement the recommendation was made in the sub-committee to use the same specifications as last year and continue to refine them for FY2005.  Russ did provide a copy of last year’s criteria and stated that it would stay the same with the exception of some increases in evaluation factor point values.
Leroy Brown stated that this is the only Farm Bill program that had dollars returned to National Headquarters in FY2003.  There was some discussion from the group.

The next meeting of the State Technical Committee will be held on June 17, 2004, at 1:00 p.m. in the Federal Building Room 667.

