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Deep rooted crops are established early enough in the growing season to provide adequate fall 
and winter cover.  Deep rooted crops will be seeded in the months shown in Table 1 of the Cover 
Crop practice standard (340) and will be seeded according to the criteria and rates listed in the 
standard. 
Acceptable crops are: Alfalfa, Radish, Turnip, Sorghum-Sudangrass, Red Clover, Sweetclover, 
Hairy Vetch, and perennial grasses and legumes. 
 
For additional cover crop species see Managing Cover Crops Profitably third edition. 
http://www.mccc.msu.edu/documents/ManagingCCProfitably.pdf 

DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS  
 
Complete the Table below:  
 
To be completed by NRCS and Producer at time of 
Planning 

To be completed by Producer at 
Certification 

Tract Field 
#(s) 

Existing 
Rotation 

Planned 
Rotation 

Acres 
Planned 

Acres 
Applied 

Deep 
rooted 
Cover 
Crop 
Used 

Date  
Cover 
crop 
planted 

Date 
Cash 
crop 
planted 

Ex. 
T1234 

1 C silage-B C silage 
cc1-B  

60 60 radish 8/15 (Beans) 
5/10 

         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
 EX= EXAMPLE, COLUMNS 1-5 NRCS COMPLETES, COLUMNS 6-7 PRODUCER COMPLETES  
C=Corn; B=soybeans/edible beans; W=Wheat; M=Milo; A=Alfalfa; O=Oats; cc=cover crop; 
Others=____________________________ 
 

Iowa Addendum: Soil Quality Enhancement Activity – SQL05 – Use of deep 
rooted crops to break up soil compaction.  
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Certification of Enhancement Completion: 

I certify that the following information meets specifications and has been 
provided to NRCS: 

 
1. Written documentation for each year describing the following items:  

a.  Deep rooted crop(s) used and dated planted.  
b.  Cash crop planted and method used.  (complete the above table). 

2. A map with delineation of the area where the enhancement was applied. 
3. Digital images of a representative number of fields showing the cover mix. 

 

__________________________________ _________ ________________ _____________ 
Signature of Producer    Date   Fields   Acres or Number 
 


