State Technical Committee Meeting

Holiday  Inn – Merle Hay
February 11, 2004
9:00 a.m.

Des Moines, Iowa

MINUTES

Present:  Leroy Brown, Chair; Bernie Bolton and Deb Ryun, CDI; Richard Bishop and 
Lyle Asell, DNR; Jim Munson, FWS; Rick Robinson and Doug Gronau, Farm Bureau; 
Susan Heathcote, IEC; Doug Lindgren, Soybean Association; Francis Thicke, Dairy Farmer; Kelly Tobin, Producer; Derryl McLaren, Merlin Plagge, Rozanne King, Rafael Morales, 
William Northey, and Daniel Petersen, FSA; Norman Schmitt, Pork Producers; Dave Petty, Cattlemen’s Association; Bill McGill for Bill Ehm, DSC; Mark Ackelson, INHF; Jim Wooley, Pheasants Forever; John Sellers, Jr., SSCC; Jim Sands, NASS; and Robert Karp, PFI.   Others not members: Jim Gillespie, DSC; Madeline Meyer and Muffy Harmon, SSCC; Inger Lamb, Iowa Prairie Network2; John Hoffman, Soybean Association; Butch Neumeyer, CDI; 
John Torbet, Iowa Drainage District; Tom German, Public; Mike Musel, FSA; Ken Herring and Paul Taulke, DNR; Duane Sands, INHF; Marcia Roll, Dave Brommel, Laura Greiner, 
Tom O’Connor, Larry Beeler, and Shelly DuBay, NRCS. 
Welcome Comments – Leroy Brown

Leroy Brown announced that this meeting would be pressed for time due to the Conservation Security Program (CSP) Listening Session being held at the Four Point Sheraton on Merle Hay Road at 1:00 p.m. today.   We have approximately 40 individuals that want to make verbal comments to the panel.  There will be a registration desk if individuals want to sign-up to speak when they arrive.  Mark Rey, Under Secretary for Natural Resources and several others from Washington will be on the panel to hear the comments from the public and Leroy encouraged everyone to attend the session.
FY2004 Farm Bill Allocation – Leroy Brown

Leroy Brown announced that NRCS has not received our allocation for our regular programs.  We have received our initial allocation for the Farm Bill programs.  We have received approximately $18.5 million in EQIP cost-share – an increase of $8.5 million from last year.  Leroy shared some details of the differences that have occurred since the 2002 Farm Bill.  We are receiving approximately $15 million in WRP; approximately $415,000 in WHIP – this is $100,000 increase from last year; approximately $1.1 million in Grassland Reserve Program; approximately $230,000 in Farm and Ranchland Protection Program.
Leroy shared with the group an overview of the allocation by county for FY2003.  He handed out the following maps that show county by county numbers for particular programs, cost-share, contracts, etc. and provided background information on each: 1) Iowa NRCS FY03 Contracts, 2) Iowa WRP/EWRP FY03 Contracts, 3) Iowa FY03 WHIP Contracts, 4) GRP Contracts FY03, 5) PL-566 Land Treatment Watershed Contracts FY03, 6) Iowa Continuous CRP Contracts FY03, 7) Little Sioux Flood Program FY03, 8) Iowa NRCS Contracts FY03, 9) Iowa USDA Contracts FY03.  There was some discussion from the group on the maps.
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CSP Sub-Committee Recommendations – Tom O’Connor/Francis Thicke

Tom O’Connor provided a Power Point presentation on an overview of how the payment system will function from the proposed rules.   There are three tiers of participation.  In the first tier, a producer needs to address soil and water quality on a portion of their operation.  The second tier, a producer has fully addressed soil and water quality on the entire operation plus one additional resource concern.  The third tier, a producer has addressed all significant resource concerns on their entire operation.  There was a discussion from the group.  
There are four components that make up the payment as outlined in the rule.  There is an annual base for the existing conservation treatment, there is an other annual base component for maintaining existing practices, there is a one time (cost-share) practices for installation of new practices, and there is an enhancement component for activities that go beyond meeting the minimum criteria of soil and water quality or all resource concerns address (tier 3 requirements).  Tom did provide an example with great detail on how this would work on a hypothetical operation.

The Sub-Committee was asked to make recommendations on which practices would qualify for payments.  The law states that the practices need to be from the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG).  Francis Thicke, Sub-Committee Chair, shared who the other members of the Sub-Committee were:

Deb Ryun

Doug Lindgren

Bill Ehm

Jerry Miller

Leslie Spraggins

Tom O’Connor

Dennis Pate

Francis provided a handout that states “Existing Practice Payments” and “New Practice Payments.”  He went over the document in detail – see the attachment.   There was a discussion from the group.  Francis shared that Dennis Pate is serving on a National Committee working on this program.   
Leroy Brown stated there are 10 Listening Sessions being held across the nation.  Leroy also stated that Dennis Pate is serving as the technical expert on the panel for the Iowa CSP Listening Session.  This says a lot for the knowledge and expertise that Dennis brings to the table.
EQIP Sub-Committee Update – Larry Beeler/Deb Ryun

Deb Ryun provided a handout from the December 2, 2003, Sub-Committee meeting.  She went over the document in detail.  The Sub-Committee’s recommendations for the FY2004 allocation are listed on the attached document (A-E).  There were some comments made from the group.  Leroy Brown provided a map showing county by county figures that reflects the proposed FY2004 allocation – this giving every county a minimum of $100,000 with a total of approximately $14 million.  There was a consensus from the entire State Technical Committee on all the recommendations.
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Farm and Ranchland Protection Program Ranking and Priority Areas – Mark Ackelson

Mark Ackelson stated that the Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) provides cost-share to local sponsors to acquire easements to keep land in agriculture.  In Iowa, we have protected approximately 2,000 acres, which 900 acres are in the Loess Hills and 1,100 acres in eastern Iowa primarily on river systems.  Mark provided detailed information on past projects.  There are approximately 1,000 acres pending on sponsors and landowners.  Mark shared that some of the reasons that approximately $500,000 were sent back to NRCS National Headquarters.  These reasons include the lack of local partners; challenge of match dollars; and the program does not cover any of the related costs (staff, monitoring, future enforcement, etc).   It was not that there are not landowners interested it was a combination of the above mentioned issues.
Mark announced that the Sub-Committee will be meeting soon to review the scoring criteria to see if there are any adjustments that need to be made based on what has been learned.  Mark discussed in detail the priority areas.   There was a discussion from the group.
Special Projects Sub-Committee Update – Bill Ehm/Bruce Trautman

This issue will be addressed at the next State Technical Committee on April 22, 2004.
Leroy Brown stated that he visited with Governor Vilsack on the work we have been doing on these “special projects” and the Governor also expressed an interest.  Leroy shared how the structure is set up for these special projects, as they come about with leveraging of dollars and strong local support begin large factors in selection.  

RUSLE2 Public Information – Laura Greiner

Leroy Brown stated there was a discussion on RUSLE2 at the last State Technical Committee and comments were made on what we are going to do to make sure that the producers have an understanding of RUSLE2.  There will be a demonstration for the State Technical Committee members on February 20, 2004, at 9:00 a.m. in Room 693A Federal Building.  
Laura Greiner shared a news release “NRCS to Implement New Soil Erosion Prediction Model,” a news letter article that someone could use in the local media “Newly Released RUSLE2 More Accurate” and a fact sheet titled “RUSLE2 – Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation 2.”  Laura stated that the fact sheet was distributed to all our field offices this week.  All of these publications are located on the Iowa NRCS website.  Laura also provided a copy of the latest Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) fact sheet for information to the group.  There was some discussion from the group.  
CRP Update Bottomland Harwood Plantings – Derryl McLaren/Mike Musel

Mike Musel provided a map showing the areas that affect the priority areas and zones for CRP 28th sign-up with the national priority, Loess Hills, southern Iowa wildlife area, and other wildlife areas.  There will be a sign-up this year and they will be providing training but it is not scheduled at this time.  There was some discussion from the group.
Paul Taulke shared information about CP31 – Bottomland Hardwood Continuous Practice.  This is a nutrient management practice for CRP.  The requirements are that you have to plant these trees in a 100 year floodplain, the offered area has to be 51 percent hydric soil, has to have a cropping history 4 out of 6 years (1996-2001), you have to plant three varieties of mass producing trees or shrubs.  Paul provided additional details with the group.
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WHIP Sub-Committee Update – Jim Munson

Jim Munson shared that the decision at the last meeting was to use the same criteria in the ranking general WHIP projects as 2003 in 2004.  There was also a decision that a certain amount of money would be held for special project areas for wildlife and wildlife habitat needs.  Either $100,000 or up to 30 percent of the allocation, whichever is greater, is the recommendation.  The Sub-Committee developed the ranking criteria for those special projects.  There are five criteria with a total of 90 points.  Jim shared the details how the process took place.  Eight special projects were submitted.  Most of the projects would be a three-year funding but would come from one year funds.   There was some discussion from the group on the eight projects.  The recommendation on the ranking criteria for special projects was accepted.
WRP Ranking – Dave Brommel

Dave Brommel discussed one of the ranking factors for the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP).  For the past several years 50% to 70% of the WRP funding has been set aside as a priority to fund wetland restorations within the 35 county Prairie Pothole area of north central Iowa.  In 2000, the WRP ranking was changed to include an additional 15 points for potential wetland complexes within designated Prairie Pothole Joint Venture (PPJV) priority areas.  Since the 15 point criteria have been used, (over the past 4 years) most of the easements selected within the Prairie Pothole area have been within these designated priority areas.  An examination of the ranking suggests that the extra 15 points in PPJV priority areas effectively excludes applications from outside the priority areas from successfully competing for Wetlands Reserve Program funds.  Dave showed two overheads, one consisted of the 2002 PPJV Priority Areas and the other was a Cerro Gordo County map.  He explained the legends on the maps.
Concerns with the extra 15 priority area points include:

· Landowners outside the designated PPJV priority areas are discouraged because of the lower rankings and decide not to apply for the program.

· There are already other ranking factors that favor the creation of ecologically productive and stable wetland complexes.

· Landowners outside PPJV priority areas are not receiving the same opportunities as those within the priority areas since they do not have the same public ownership interest which is a prerequisite for the designated areas.

There was an extensive discussion from the group on this issue.
The next State Technical Committee Meeting will held on April 22, 2004, at 1:00 p.m. in 

Room 667 of the Federal Building, Des Moines.
