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Client requests wetland determination 
(AD 1026 or CPA-038) 

Potential non-compliance reported 
through a whistleblower complaint 

Potential non-compliance observed 
during a compliance review 

Potential non-compliance observed 
during technical assistance  

Potential non-compliance 
indicated on AD 1026? (“yes” 
on any previous year on Q #9) 

Document the observation, 
describe the activity, and notify 

the District Conservationist 

Maintain a confidential report of non-compliance 
separate from the case file.  Do not report the name of 
the complainant or enter their name in the case file. 

Obtain the most current 
compliance certification 
on form AD 1026 

Within 10 days 
check with FSA— 
Is the owner and/or 
operator a USDA 
program 
participant? 

No further WC action.   
For whistleblower, 
notify complainant in 
writing that the WC 
provisions do not 
apply.  (May notify 
property owner that 
there is a potential 
wetland violation, and 
that future participation 
in USDA programs 
may be affected.] 

N 

Request FSA-569 from FSA CED in writing (It should be provided within 7 days) 

Review aerial photography for the last year that the potential wetland violation is believed to have occurred.  Review AD 1026 to see 
if Q#9 and 10 were answered correctly.  Check 1985-1986 aerial photos to help determine if Farm Bill Wetland restrictions apply.  

For whistleblower, may thank the 
complainant for their concern and 
explain that NRCS is investigating 
the report.  However, the law 
requires its results to be kept 
confidential. 

Make an appointment for a site visit 

Allowed access? Indicate access refused in the space provided on the FSA-569 and return to FSA 

Perform Certified Determination as per WD Chart A and notify all parties with legal interest in property in writing of the results of the determination within 10 days 

Within 10 days of completing the field determination, send letter of notification with Determination of Converted Wetland +Year it happened to LO and 
other legally interested parties with their appeal rights. Include NRCS CPA-026E, factual determination, maps, supporting documentation. 

Determination appealed? 

Preliminary technical determination becomes final 30 days after the USDA participant 
received the notification.  Complete part C of the FSA-569 and transmit it to FSA-CED. 

Hold the FSA-569 until the determination becomes a final USDA decision, either 
through appeal to the FSA-COC or NRCS-STC or through NAD. 

Potential CW 
Was site NW/PC in 1985 or earlier; or Does a WC 
exemption apply (ME, WX, etc.); or is site still a wetland? 

Send LO notice 
of Determination 
– No violation 
has occurred 

Go to Wetland Determination Chart 
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