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Natural Resources Conservation Service

210 Walnut Street, Room 693

Des Moines, IA  50309-2180


Date
	Mr./Ms. John Farmer

	Rural Farm

	Address

	City, IA  XXXXX


	Dear Mr./Ms. Farmer:


Based upon your recent request for a Highly Erodible Lands (HEL) Determination, this letter is to notify you that a Preliminary HEL determination has been completed for your Farm #XXXXX, Tract #XXXX, XXXXX County, Iowa, as per Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 12.
I have completed the Preliminary Technical Determination for highly erodible lands on this tract.  See the enclosed NRCS-CPA-026 “Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation Determination” form and the aerial photo for location(s).

The areas that you asked the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to determine are Non Highly Erodible Land (NHEL).  Fields that are NHEL have less than 1/3 of the total field acres as highly erodible soil map units and less than 50 acres of highly erodible soil map units. 
This preliminary determination will become final 30 days after receipt of this letter unless you request one of the following options in writing:

1)
A reconsideration and field visit.  During the field visit we will review the basis for our determination, answer any questions you have regarding this preliminary determination, and offer an opportunity for you to provide additional information regarding this determination.

2)
Request mediation by contacting the Iowa Mediation Service at the address below.  Mediation may be used in an attempt to settle your concerns with the preliminary highly erodible lands technical determination.

Iowa Mediation Service

1025 Ashworth Road, Suite 504
West Des Moines, IA 50265
515-331-8081

If you choose to use mediation, the NRCS will pay up to one-half of the costs that are appropriate and reasonable which are associated with securing the services of a trained mediator when the services are provided on other than a voluntary basis.  The NRCS will have final discretion over what is considered appropriate and reasonable.
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If you do not consider the results of this determination adverse to you, no further action is required by you.  If you choose to take no action, the Preliminary Technical Determination will become the Final Technical Determination 30 days after receiving this notice.  Once this determination becomes Final, you may appeal to the FSA County Committee, or to the National Appeals Division (NAD), at the addresses listed below within 60 calendar days from the date of receipt of this notice.





XXXXX FSA County Committee





Address





City, IA XXXXX-XXXX





           or





National Appeals Division





Post Office Box 68806





Indianapolis, IN 46268-0806





800 541-0457

If you have any questions about this procedure or determination, please contact me at
 XXX-XXX-XXXX.  Also, if anyone else is associated with this farm (tenant, landlord, partner), I encourage you to discuss this determination with them.

Sincerely,
Name

District Conservationist

Enclosures
cc:  Owner’s Name, City, State
       Name, Assistant State Conservationist (FO), NRCS, City, IA
       Your County FSA

       Your SWCD
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