State Technical Committee Meeting

June 15, 2006
577 Federal Building

Des Moines, Iowa

1:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Present:  Rick Van Klaveren, Chair; Brad Horchem, EPA; Jeff Joens for Dale Garner, John Walkowiak, 
Ken Herring, Ubbo Agena, and Lyle Asell, DNR; Rick Robinson and Doug Gronau, Farm Bureau; 
Susan Heathcote, Iowa Environmental Council; Kelly Tobin, IASCWDC Director; Derryl McLaren and 
Merlin Plagge, FSA; Lee Faris, Producer; Dave Petty, Iowa Cattlemen’s Association; Jerry Miller, ISUE; Duane Sand for Mark Ackelson, INHF; Deb Ryun, CDI; Teresa Ophiem, Practical Farmers of Iowa; 
Russ Brandes, Producer; Bruce Barnhart, LICA; and Madeline Meyer and Jennifer Steffen, SSCC.  Others not members:  Mike Musel, FSA; Bill Ehm, Duane Miller, Marion Conover, and Patti Cale-Finnegan, DNR; George Cunningham, INHF; Jim Gillespie and Tony Toigo, DSC; Larry Beeler, Marty Adkins, Dave Brommel, 
Mark Jensen, Dave Beck, Roberta Moltzen, and Shelly DuBay, NRCS.
Welcome Comments – Rick Van Klaveren

Rick announced that Marvin Mensching, District Conservationist in Knoxville, passed away last night.
Marty Adkins shared that there were two proposals from Iowa to be funded through our National Office for CCPI program.  One proposal was from the Iowa Department of Land Stewardship – Division of Soil Conservation that will be doing an assessment of Little Elk, Big Sioux Sub Basin that will include 6-Mile Creek.  The other proposal was submitted by Prairie Rivers RC&D Council out of Ames.  This project will be doing three different watershed assessments, one on the Boone River, South Skunk River, and Upper portion of the Iowa River Watershed.  
Rick stated that EPA is putting out a new Confined Animal Feedlot Operation (CAFO) rule that will affect the entire nation.   With this, EPA is having four public hearings throughout the United States.  One hearing will be held at Iowa State University in the Scheme Building on July 25.  The time is not schedule yet but as soon as we know more information, we will forward that information to you.

Rick provided a power point presentation from the National Leadership Team Meeting.  The topics ranged from NRCS budgets – process and formulas, program funds, staffing, and the projections in coming years.  Rick provided details on each slide with the trends both nationally and specific in Iowa.  There was some discussion.
CSP Update – Larry Beeler
Larry stated that last week the Secretary of Agriculture announced there were 4,404 CSP contracts approved which represents 3.7 million acres in 60 watersheds.  There were 8,750 applications received and 99.6 percent of the applications approved included the producer’s entire agricultural operation.  In Iowa, there were two watersheds, the South Skunk and Little Maquoketa.  Iowa had 727 eligible applications and 133 applications were approved for funding that equals a little over $634,000 for this year.  For the entire life of the 2006 contracts represents $9.3 million for Iowa.  There is additional information on our website if additional information is needed.  The 2006 contracts will be paid by the end of this month.  There was some discussion.
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EQIP Sub-Committee Update/Ranking System – Deb Ryun

Deb asked the group if there was anyone not receiving the notification of the sub-committee meetings to let her know to make sure that you are one the list.  There are 17 members on the sub-committee at this time.  Deb provided a copy of the sub-committee minutes from the May 26 meeting.  Deb stated that the group looked at how the money was being spent.  The recommendation is to continue with the same formula as prior year’s which is the 40 percent – livestock resource conservation, 30 percent – water quality resource conservation, 20 percent – soil condition resource conservation, and 10 percent – wildlife resource conservation.  The other part of the recommendation is to hold up to $2 million for high quality special projects.  If the $2 million for special projects is not allocated, it will be put back into the regular allocation for additional applications to fund.  There was a detailed discussion.  The entire State Technical Committee concurred with the recommendation.  The sub-committee also recommended that we continue to use the same allocation formula that has been used in past years.  A copy of the allocation formula is on the back of the minutes that Deb provided.
Deb stated that the NRCS National Office came out with ranking criteria for EQIP applications.  The National Office provided questions to use for ranking purposes.  Locally led groups will also have an opportunity for ranking questions.  The sub-committee did find out that the National ranking will account for 35 percent of the total ranking.  Deb provided a copy of the suggested 2007 EQIP State Ranking Factors.   Dave Brommel stated that the ranking has been done by the locally led group the past few years and there has not been any state or national factors involved on how the applications are selected for funding.  This is changing for next year.  Dave provided a power point presentation explaining the process in detail.  This will be done through a web-based system.   Deb went over the 2007 State Ranking Factors in detail.  There was a detailed discussion.  Deb asked the group to get comments back to her or Dave Brommel within two weeks.  These factors will be loaded into the system for ranking purpose after that time.  The decision was made that if there are comments made on the State Ranking Factors that it would be made within two weeks.  If they are minor comments, the sub-committee would be able to incorporate the comments and move forward.   If there is a philosophy change in the document, the sub-committee will reconvene. There was a concurrence in this process for the 2007 State Ranking Factors.
WHIP Sub-Committee Update/State Plan – Larry Beeler

Larry stated that the agency is asked to review their Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program plan.  When we put this plan together, we had five categories identified.  They are forest land, grassland, riverine systems, wildlife management, and education.  Each category included a general description of what the resource concern was, what the related wildlife species was, and if there are priority areas under that resource concern.  Larry provided an example and explained in detail.  Need to get suggestions from the group to improve this for next year.  It will be provided to you electronically with comments provided back to Larry Beeler.  This will be re-visited at the next State Technical Committee meeting.
590 Standard Sub-Committee Update – Jerry Miller/Rick Robinson

Jerry provided an update on work in progress.  The sub-committee met in April 2006 with 23 people on the sub-committee mailing list.  If there are others that would like to be part of this sub-committee, please notify Jerry or Rick so they can add your name to the list.  The sub-committee met on June 13 and at that time had a final copy of the proposed National 590 practice standard.  Steve Brinkman provided a power point presentation that allowed the sub-committee to walk through the current national standard, the current state standard and the proposed national standard to look where there may be changes in the new proposed national practice standard that should be incorporated into the Iowa practice standard.  This was a very detailed review.  There are seven items that needs additional study.  There are two items that need addressed so two sub-committees were formed out of the original sub-committee.  Rick Robinson is chairing the issue on conservation management unit’s geographical area.  The other relates to the discussion on manure sampling, testing and application which Jerry will chair.   The entire sub-committee will meet again on September 19.    
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State Revolving Fund (SRF) Update – Patti Cale-Finnegan-DNR/Tony Toigo-DSC
Lyle Asell shared that there is an increase of availability of funding.  Lyle introduced Patti Cale-Finnegan, State Revolving Loan Coordinator from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources under the Water Quality Bureau.   Patti provided some background of the loan program which has been around since 1989.  The program has been used for municipal waste water projects.  There is another component to the SRF which is the Drinking Water program.  This is used for municipal and private water supply projects.  The SRF is administered through the IDNR and the Iowa Finance Authorities.  There are two different kinds of loans, 1) planning and design loan – for the up front cost of getting the project identified and getting it started and 2) construction loan.   Patti provided details to the group.  For the Clean Water SRF there is $154 million worth of funding needs for the coming year, but only $28 million allocated at this time.  For the Drinking Water SRF there is approximately $93 million of funding needs.   Patti provided a brochure titled, “Iowa Water Quality Loan Fund.”  She provided an overview of the brochure.  Patti also shared that they have $1million set aside to use on other water quality purposes for a grant program.   Since the program started the Clean Water SRF has funded over $500 million of water quality protection.  The Drinking Water SRF has provided $200 million to date.  
Tony Toigo provided an overview of the Low-Interest Loans through the Local Water Protection Program.  Tony shared that they have completed about 400 projects with 420 applications received.  Tony shared what kind of practices have been installed with this type of loan.  This is a revolving fund with DNR that annually loan $5.5 million with a fixed interest rate of 3 percent up to 10 years.   What EQIP cost-share does not cover for practices, this loan is available to cover the balance.  The program was started in January 2005 with $6.5 million in requests.  Since there is not a shortage of funds available, it is a first come-first serve basis; therefore there is not a ranking process.  There was some discussion.
Watershed Improvement Review Board Update – Deb Ryun/Jim Gillespie

Jim Gillespie provided a document on the Iowa Watershed Improvement Review Board which he, Deb Ryun, Susan Heathcote are members.  This Board was established in 2005 by the Iowa Legislature to provide grants to watersheds and water quality projects.  The document contains all the members with their sponsor organization and a copy of a request of application.  It also contains the projects that were funded with the names, project length, and the total cost.  The Legislature has appropriated $5 million for 2005 and 2006.  Jim stated you can go to the following web site for additional information www.agriculture.state.ia.us/IWIRB/.  Jim provided details of the document.  There was a discussion from the group.
Watershed Planning Protocols – Bill Ehm/Vince Sitzman

Lyle Asell open this discussion by saying a year and a half ago we started looking at applications for water quality projects.  Bill Ehm shared that two things they have learned is we have to set priorities and then we have to target our resources.  We need to come up with better water quality projects.  Bill provided a copy of the Watershed Project Planning Protocol Fact Sheet.  The goal of this fact sheet is to assist local soil and water conservation districts and other local watershed work groups in the development of projects that will improve water quality in Iowa’s lakes and streams.  The protocol adopted the NRCS 9 step planning process.   Bill provided details of the fact sheet.  To get more information on the protocol go to www.agriculture.state.ia.us/IWIRB.htm.  
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Duane Miller provided a detailed power point presentation on CREP II.  Duane also provided a copy of the Draft Application for the Iowa Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP II) Water Quality Improvement of Iowa Lakes and Cold Water Streams.  CREP II is estimating about a $20 million project with a 20 percent state or local match.  The proposal is $16 million federal, $4 million non-federal, $1 million from Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund, $2 million from State Restoration Fund, and $1 million from local partners.  The implementation time would be the same as the 10-15 year CRP contracts on whole fields.  There was a detailed discussion. 
The State Technical Committee concurred to support this issue conceptionally.  Farm Bureau is concerned about the funding through DNR instead of USDA.  Farm Bureau is not prepared to support this at this time.  Ken Herring will send the electronic detailed document to Shelly DuBay which she will forward to the entire State Technical Committee through email.

Lee Faris Award Video – Dave Petty

Dave recognized Lee Faris for his commitment to conservation and to the environment.  The video shows what accomplishments Lee has done with his farm operation.  Fifteen ago, the Cattlemen’s Association wanted to bring out the top producers to the forefront and highlight them.  There are several regions across the nation.  Iowa is in Region 3 which consists of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois and Missouri.  Lee was selected as the 2005 Environmental Stewardship Award Winner for Region 3.  Dave provided additional information on how the winners are selected.  Dave had the video that was made on Lee when he won the award which shows his farm/ranch operation.  Everyone gave applause and congratulated Lee for his achievements in conserving our natural resources.
CRP Update – Mike Musel

Mike provided a copy of the 2007 statistics by county by state on sign-up 33.
Brochure – Ubbo Agena

Ubbo provided a copy of a brochure titled, “A Success Story, The Rebirth of Iowa’s Trout Streams.”   We are seeing an increase of trout in our cold water streams.  It highlights a few projects that are being funded in part with 319.  It points out the positive changes in water quality in the trout streams as a result of conservation work that is being done.
The next State Technical Committee Meeting will be held on September 21, 2006, in Room 577 Federal Building at 1:00 p.m.

