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Butch Schroeder planted
corn into soybean residue
without disturbing the
soil. No-till helps reduce
erosion, saves time and
money, and improves wa-
ter and soil quality.

CONSERVATION

More Acres Can Also Mean More Conservation

As the number of lowa farmers decreases
and the average farm size increases, that can
mean more conservation on the ground —
especially when it’s farmed by environmen-
tal stewards like Paul “Butch” Schroeder of
Coon Rapids.

Schroeder reluctantly admits that he and his
brother, David, own, rent and custom farm
about 3,000 cropland acres in four counties:
Carroll, Guthrie, Audubon and Greene. Each
farm ranges from 60 to 400 acres. Schroeder
doesn’t hesitate, though, when talking about
ways he and his brother work to conserve
the land.

The Schroeder brothers no-till about 60
percent of their cropland, and only lightly
disk some poorly draining bottomland and
flatland. Butch Schroeder says reducing soil
erosion is his primary goal in no-tilling and
practicing conservation tillage. But he says
there are cost benefits, too. “With every field
pass, you throw a lot of fuel out there,” he
says. “For what it takes to produce a good
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Paul “Butch” Schroeder farms with his brother,
David, in four west central lowa counties: Carroll,
Guthrie, Audubon and Green.

yield, we have cut back on field passes and
fuel usage as much as possible.”

No-till means planting into last year’s crop
residue without tilling the soil. The primary
benefit of no-till farming is reduced soil
erosion and sediment runoff. Schroeder says
other benefits he sees from no-till include
cutting back on time in the field, less equip-
ment needed, improved water quality and
better soil quality.

Farming in four counties on several differ-
ent slopes and soil types requires adapt-
ability. Five years ago the Schroeders began
grid sampling their soils, which proved to be
more accurate than the 20-acre samples they
previously used. “We quickly learned where
we need to fertilize, and where we don’t,”
said Butch Schroeder. “There are some soils
we don’t even have to apply potash and
phosphorus.”
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Natural Resources Conservation Service 8, such as terraces, grassed waterways, field
borders, contour buffer strips and filter strips
that keep the soil in place, slow runoff, and
maintain water quality in adjacent streams
and water bodies. “We always plant on the
contour, too, regardless of the steepness of
slopes,” said Butch Schroeder.

He says he has even talked prospective
landlords into retiring highly erodible, dam-
aged cropland into the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) that he could have farmed as
a tenant. “There is no reason to farm the land
if it’s in such poor condition that you can’t
make money,” he said. Schroeder has a hand-
ful of CRP contracts of his own, including
one that covers approximately 60 acres near
his home that his family enjoys.

To learn more about ways to protect your
land from erosion and sediment runoff or . : :
to prepare a complete conservation plan for This terrace lies on cropland Schroeder farms in

Guthrie County. Terraces are effective in reduc-
y?;ilr farm, contact your local USDA-NRCS ing the rate of runoff and allowing soil particles to
ornce.

settle out. Terraces help reduce sheet and rill ero-
sion and prevent gullies from forming.
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Contour buffer strips
are strips of perennial
vegetation alternated
with wider cultivated
strips, farmed on the
contour. This is one of
Schroeder’s fields with
contour buffer strips.
They reduce sheet and
rill erosion by as much
as 30 percent.
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