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In all cases where a TSP participates in the planning, design, installation, and/or 
checkout of a conservation practice, NRCS retains the responsibility for cultural 
resource compliance.  NRCS Field Office personnel will continue to follow the 
Iowa NRCS State Level Agreement (SLA) in determining if a planned 
action/practice is an exempted undertaking or an undertaking subject to further 
review.   
 
Prior to the commencement of ground disturbing activity, NRCS will conduct a 
field investigation as outlined in the Iowa NRCS Cultural Resource Determination 
Process Step Table.  NRCS will conduct a pre-construction meeting with the 
producer and TSP.  During this meeting, the producer, contractor and the TSP 
will be informed of the process to follow if a cultural resource is discovered during 
ground disturbing activities.  Should a TSP and/or a Producer impact a cultural 
resource that has not been cleared by NRCS, the Iowa NRCS State 
Archeologist, and the Iowa TSP Coordinator, must be contacted immediately.  
The TSP file and producer file should be updated to reflect the consequences of 
the event.  In the case of an intentional impact, the TSP may be subject to 
decertification as defined in the TSP Final Rule, Part 652.7. 
 
It is the responsibility of NRCS to communicate cultural resources policy to the 
producer and TSP.  The TSP must apprise the NRCS staff of any design and/or 
on-site construction change orders so that plan alterations may be assessed for 
their possible impacts on cultural resources. 
 
 
 
Exhibits: 

1 IA-CPA 15  Technical Assistance Notes 
 2 IA-CPA 52  Environmental Evaluation Worksheet 
 3 NRCS Cultural Resource Fact Sheet 
 4 Cultural Resource Determination Process Step Table 
 5 Cultural Resource Flowchart revised 11/1/07
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