NRCS-IA-000002
Conservation Planning Part II
NRCS-IA-000005
Wetland ID and Delineation

NRCS-IA-000006
Plant Identification – Basic

NRCS-IA-000007
Plant Identification – Prairie

NRCS-IA-000008
Plant Identification – Wetland

NRCS-IA-000009
Hydrology Training Series Unit 1 (Modules 101-107)
NRCS-IA-000010
Hydrology Training Series Unit 2 (Modules 110, 111, 115, 116, and 151)

NRCS-IA-000011
Hydrology Training Series Unit 3 (Modules 201, 205, 206A - D)

NRCS-IA-000012
Hydrology Training Series Unit 4 (Modules 211, 215, and 251)

NRCS-IA-000013
Soil Mechanics Modules 1-3

NRCS-IA-000014
Soil Mechanics Module 4

NRCS-IA-000015
Soil Mechanics Module 5

NRCS-IA-000016
Structure Planning For Technicians

NRCS-IA-000017
Nuclear Moisture Density Gauge Safety and Use

NRCS-IA-000018
Natural Resource Economics

NRCS-IA-000019
Basic Photo Interpretation

NRCS-IA-000020
Cultural Resources

NRCS-IA-000021
Introduction to Soil Survey – Level I

NRCS-IA-000022
Introduction to Soil Survey – Level II
NRCS-IA-000023
ACI Concrete Testing Certification

NRCS-IA-000024
Conservation for New Employees – Application

NRCS-IA-000025
Agricultural Waste Management Systems – A Primer  

Use WebBased NRCS-NEDC-000115
NRCS-IA-000028
Basic Manure Management

NRCS-IA-000029
Rehabilitation of Aging Watershed Dams

NRCS-IA-000030
Supervision and Leadership In Iowa
NRCS-IA-000031
Advanced Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2 (RUSLE2)

NRCS-IA-000032
Basic Toolkit

NRCS-IA-000033
Iowa Phosphorus Index Training

NRCS-IA-000034
Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2 (RUSLE2)

NRCS-IA-000035
Wetland Plant ID

NRCS-IA-000036
Selling Skills

NRCS-IA-000037
Conflict Management

NRCS-IA-000038
Board Development Training for RC&D Coordinators

NRCS-IA-000039
Grant Proposal Development Training for RC&D Coordinators

NRCS-IA-000040
Defensive Driving

NRCS-IA-000041
Non-Profit Management Training for RC&D Coordinators
NRCS-IA-000042
Prescribed Burning

NRCS-IA-000043
Association of State Dam Safety Officials

NRCS-IA-000044
Construction Inspection of CO-01 Practices

NRCS-IA-000045
Nutrient and Pest Management Part 2 (Facilitated Session)

NRCS-IA-000046
Toolkit Cadre Training

NRCS-IA-000047
Basic Toolkit Training for Secretaries  Introduction to Toolkit
NRCS-IA-000048
Conservation Compliance Status Review Documentation

NRCS-IA-000049
Conservation Planning Part III

NRCS-IA-000050
Certified Planner Level II Conservation Plan Requirement

NRCS-IA-000051
Certified Planner Level III Conservation Plan Requirement

NRCS-IA-000052
CADD – Intro to Eagle Point and AutoCAD

NRCS-IA-000053
CADD – Eagle Point and AutoCAD Advanced Features

NRCS-IA-000054
CADD – Eagle Point AWM Storage Design

NRCS-IA-000055
CADD – Eagle Point Pond Design

NRCS-IA-000056
CADD – Eagle Point Surveying and Surface Modeling

NRCS-IA-000057
CADD – Eagle Point Waterway Design

NRCS-IA-000058
Waterway Design using Engineering Field Tools Software

NRCS-IA-000059
Appropriations Law

NRCS-IA-000060
Nitrate Reduction Strategies using Denitrifying Bioreactors and other Engineering Practices
NRCS-IA-000061
Sites and TR60 Policy Workshop
NRCS-IA-000062
ATV Training
NRCS-IA-000063
FranklinCovey Training
NRCS-IA-000064
Wetland Onsite Determinations
NRCS-IA-000065
Intro to HEC-RAS Water Surface Computations

NRCS-IA-000066
Wind Erosion PredictionSystem (WEPS)

NRCS-IA-000067  
Toolkit Applications
NRCS-IA-000068
Fluvial Geomorphology for Stream Management
NRCS-IA-000069          CADD -  Intro to AutoCAD Civil 3D 
NRCS-IA-000070
CADD – AutoCAD Civil 3D Surveying and Surface Modeling

NRCS-IA-000071
CADD – AutoCad Civil 3D Pond Design

NRCS-IA-000072
CADD – Civil 3D Waterway Design

NRCS-IA-000073
CADD – AutoCad Civil 3D AWM Storage Design

NRCS-IA-000074
CADD – AutoCad Civil 3D Advanced Features
NRCS-IA-000023
ACI Concrete Testing Certification

NRCS-IA-000031
Advanced Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2 (RUSLE2)

NRCS-IA-000025
Agricultural Waste Management Systems – A Primer

Use Web-based NRCS-NEDC-000115
NRCS-IA-000059
Appropriations Law
NRCS-IA-000043
Association of State Dam Safety Officials
NRCS-IA-000062
ATV Training
NRCS-IA-000028
Basic Manure Management

NRCS-IA-000019
Basic Photo Interpretation

NRCS-IA-000032
Basic Toolkit

NRCS-IA-000047
Basic Toolkit Training for Secretaries  Introduction to Toolkit
NRCS-IA-000038
Board Development Training for RC&D Coordinators

NRCS-IA-000052
CADD – Intro to Eagle Point and AutoCAD

NRCS-IA-000053
CADD – Eagle Point and AutoCAD Advanced Features

NRCS-IA-000054
CADD – Eagle Point AWM Storage Design

NRCS-IA-000055
CADD – Eagle Point Pond Design

NRCS-IA-000056
CADD – Eagle Point Surveying and Surface Modeling

NRCS-IA-000057
CADD – Eagle Point Waterway Design
NRCS-IA-000069          CADD -  Intro to AutoCAD Civil 3D 
NRCS-IA-000070
CADD – AutoCAD Civil 3D Surveying and Surface Modeling

NRCS-IA-000071
CADD – AutoCad Civil 3D Pond Design

NRCS-IA-000072
CADD – Civil 3D Water Design

NRCS-IA-000073
CADD – AutoCad Civil 3D AWM Storage Design

NRCS-IA-000074
CADD – AutoCad Civil 3D Advanced Features
NRCS-IA-000050
Certified Planner Level II Conservation Plan Requirement

NRCS-IA-000051
Certified Planner Level III Conservation Plan Requirement
NRCS-IA-000037
Conflict Management

NRCS-IA-000048
Conservation Compliance Status Review Documentation
NRCS-IA-000024
Conservation for New Employees – Application

NRCS-IA-000002
Conservation Planning Part II
NRCS-IA-000049
Conservation Planning Part III

NRCS-IA-000044
Construction Inspection of CO-01 Practices
NRCS-IA-000020
Cultural Resources

NRCS-IA-000040
Defensive Driving
NRCS-IA-000068
Fluvial Geomorphology for Stream Management

NRCS-IA-000063
FranklinCovey Training
NRCS-IA-000039
Grant Proposal Development Training for RC&D Coordinators

NRCS-IA-000009
Hydrology Training Series Unit 1 (Modules 101-107)
NRCS-IA-000010
Hydrology Training Series Unit 2 (Modules 110, 111, 115, 116, and 151)

NRCS-IA-000011
Hydrology Training Series Unit 3 (Modules 201, 205, 206A - D)
NRCS-IA-000012
Hydrology Training Series Unit 4 (Modules 211, 215, and 251)
NRCS-IA-000065
Introduction to HEC-RAS Water Surface Computations
NRCS-IA-000021
Introduction to Soil Survey – Level I

NRCS-IA-000022
Introduction to Soil Survey – Level II

NRCS-IA-000033
Iowa Phosphorus Index
NRCS-IA-000018
Natural Resource Economics

NRCS-IA-000060
Nitrate Reduction Strategies using Denitrifying Bioreactors and other Engineering Practices
NRCS-IA-000041
Non-Profit Management Training for RC&D Coordinators

NRCS-IA-000017
Nuclear Moisture Density Gauge Safety and Use

NRCS-IA-000045
Nutrient and Pest Management Part 2 (Facilitated Session)
NRCS-IA-000006
Plant Identification – Basic

NRCS-IA-000007
Plant Identification – Prairie

NRCS-IA-000008
Plant Identification – Wetland

NRCS-IA-000042
Prescribed Burning

NRCS-IA-000029
Rehabilitation of Aging Watershed Dams

NRCS-IA-000034
Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2 (RUSLE2)

NRCS-IA-000036
Selling Skills

NRCS-IA-000061
Sites and TR60 Policy Workshop
NRCS-IA-000013
Soil Mechanics Modules 1-3

NRCS-IA-000014
Soil Mechanics Module 4

NRCS-IA-000015
Soil Mechanics Module 5

NRCS-IA-000016
Structure Planning For Technicians

NRCS-IA-000030
Supervision and Leadership In Iowa
NRCS-IA-000067  
Toolkit Applications
NRCS-IA-000046
Toolkit Cadre Training

NRCS-IA-000058
Waterway Design using Engineering Field Tools Software
NRCS-IA-000005
Wetland ID and Delineation
NRCS-IA-000064
Wetland Onsite Determinations

NRCS-IA-000035
Wetland Plant ID

NRCS-IA-000066       Wind Erosion Prediction System (WEPS)


AREA 1

NRCS-IA-A1-000001
Cultural Resources Area Refresher

NRCS-IA-A1-000002
Area 1 Wetland Training

NRCS-IA-A1-000003
Fen Training

NRCS-IA-A1-000004
Agronomic Training and Refresher

NRCS-IA-A1-000005
Grazing Native Plants

NRCS-IA-A1-000006
Grazing Systems and Grazing Ecology

NRCS-IA-A1-000007
Technician Refresher and Update Training

NRCS-IA-A1-000008
Wildlife Planning

NRCS-IA-A1-000009
Wildlife Seeding Training

AREA 2

NRCS-IA-A2-000001
Wetland Determination for Compliance

NRCS-IA-A2-000002
Agronomic Training Refresher

NRCS-IA-A2-000003
Farm Bill and Update Training

NRCS-IA-A2-000004
Technician Refresher and Update Training
AREA 3

NRCS-IA-A3-000001
Agronomic Training and Refresher
NRCS-IA-A3-000002
AutoCAD and Eaglepoint

NRCS-IA-A3-000003
Basic RUSLE2

NRCS-IA-A3-000004
Conducting Conservation Compliance Reviews

NRCS-IA-A3-000005
Cultural Resources Area Refresher

NRCS-IA-A3-000006
Farm Bill Program Update

NRCS-IA-A3-000007
Grazing Systems and Grazing Ecology

NRCS-IA-A3-000008
Soil Quality

NRCS-IA-A3-000009
Technician Refresher and Update Training

NRCS-IA-A3-000010
Wetland Determination for Compliance

NRCS-IA-A3-000011
Wildlife Planning

AREA 4

NRCS-IA-A4-000001
Alluvial Fan Training
NRCS-IA-A4-000002
Basic RUSLE2

NRCS-IA-A4-000003
Basic Wetland Training

NRCS-IA-A4-000004
Conducting Conservation Compliance Reviews

NRCS-IA-A4-000005
Designing Terraces and Waterways

NRCS-IA-A4-000006
Grazing Basics

NRCS-IA-A4-000007
Hydria Soils Refresher

NRCS-IA-A4-000008
Seeding Training

NRCS-IA-A4-000009
Waterway Outlet Training

NRCS-IA-A4-000010
Wildlife Planning

AREA 5

NRCS-IA-A5-001
AutoCAD and EaglePoint (NRCS Uses and Objectives for these programs)

NRCS-IA-A5-002
Technician Refresher and Update Training

NRCS-IA-A5-003
Understanding Grazing Systems and Grazing Ecology

NRCS-IA-A5-004
Threatened and Endangered Species of Southeast Iowa

NRCS-IA-A5-005
Agronomic Training and Refresher

NRCS-IA-A5-006
Pest Management

NRCS-IA-A5-007
Nutrient Management
NRCS-IA-A5-008
Grazing Basics
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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ACI CONCRETE TESTING CERTIFICATION
(NRCS-IA-000023)

Overview 
This course is sponsored by and instructed by persons in private industry. The course provides training in both the theory and procedures of testing concrete. Participants take both a written and practical test.  The industry (ACI) fee is $350 to take this course.
Objectives
Upon completion of this training and passing a test, participants will be certified by ACI to do concrete field testing.
Prerequisites
NEDC Fundamentals of Concrete
Type of Course
Classroom and Lab
Duration
2 days
Target Audience
Individuals heavily involved with concrete construction.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Lee White

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add ACI Concrete Testing Certification (NRCS-IA-000023) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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ADVANCED REVISED UNIVERSAL SOIL LOSS EQUATION VERSION 2 (RUSLE2)
(NRCS-IA-000031)

Overview
This is a one day course training in the use of the computer Erosion Prediction tool RUSLE2.  Attendee will receive hands on training on how to build complex crop rotation including Cover Crops, Manure applications, using the rotation builder, how to address land conversion from permanent vegetation to row crop, organic crop rotations, etc.

Objectives
The user will be able to run RUSLE 2 for complex cropping and management systems.
Prerequisites
Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation version 2 (RUSLE2) (NRCS-IA-000034)
Certification Training
Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
1 day

Target Audience
Iowa Field Office Staff
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Barbara Stewart

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Advanced Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2 (RUSLE2) (NRCS-IA-000031) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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Use Web-based NRCS-NEDC-000115 Agricultural Waste Management Systems – A Primer
AGRICULTURAL WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS – A PRIMER
(NRCS-IA-000025)
Overview
This training provides an overview of agricultural waste management systems. It covers background, safety and hazards, planning, and functions of agricultural waste management systems.
Objectives
1.
Relate the NRCS basic philosophy pertaining to agricultural waste management systems.
2.
Relate a general understanding of applicable laws and regulations as they apply to agricultural waste management systems.
3.
Explain why safety in an agricultural waste management systems is of prime consideration.
4.
Provide a brief overview of the importance of an AWMS plan and the functions of an agricultural waste management systems.
Prerequisites
None
Duration
1 hour
Type of Course
Video
Target Audience
Staff developing nutrient management plans for livestock operations.
Iowa Training Contact
Roberta A. Moltzen
Technical Specialist
Mark Garrison
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Agricultural Waste Management Systems – A Primer (NRCS-IA-000025) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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ASSOCIATION OF STATE DAM SAFETY OFFICIALS
(NRCS-IA-000043)
Overview
The Association of State Dam Safety Official National Conference is an annual conference of Government, Academia and Public Officials gathering to discuss and share information regarding the safety and sustainability of our National Infrastructure. 
Objectives

A) Ensure Iowa NRCS maintains a strong presence and influence in the creation and implementation of national dam safety policy

B) Ensure Iowa NRCS and our Partners have the knowledge and tools to deal with aging infrastructure

C) Professional Development – Iowa NRCS is and should remain a leader in watershed development and rehabilitation.  Our continued presence at these conferences will ensure we are maintaining our skills and abilities as well as staying current with new technologies.
Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Conference

Duration
5 days

Target Audience
NRCS Engineers
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to add the Association of State Dam Safety Officials 
(NRCS-IA-000043) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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ATV Training

(NRCS- NRCS-IA-000062)
Overview
The DNR ATV Education Program Skills Course is an instructional course to teach ATV riders the principles and behaviors of safe and responsible ATV riding.

Objectives

A) To expose riders to responsible viewpoints on rider safety.

B) To provide a base for rider skill development.

C) Receive certification which is required prior to use.
Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Class

Duration
4 ½ to 5 ½ hours
Target Audience
Any NRCS employees, or volunteer who is authorized or required to use an ATV, in performance of official duties.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist
Chris Knudsen

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to add the ATV Training 
(NRCS-IA-000062) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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BASIC MANURE MANAGEMENT
(NRCS-IA-000028)

Overview
Provide fundamental manure management information to employees who have little or no experience in animal agriculture. 

Objectives
Attendees will be able to provide better technical assistance to livestock producers by understanding manure properties, use, and value. 

Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
5 hours

Target Audience
New employees

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Eric Hurley
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Basic Manure Management (NRCS-IA-000028) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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BASIC PHOTO INTERPRETATION
(NRCS-IA-000019)
Overview
Use of aerial photos to identify land formations cover and uses.
Objectives
Train staff to utilize aerial photo to interpret land form and cover to improve conservation technical assistance.
Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
2.5 days
Target Audience
Employees needing Photo Interpretation training.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Marty Adkins
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Basic Photo Interpretation (NRCS-IA-000019) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa

	[image: image8.png]



	Natural Resources
Conservation Service
	


BASIC TOOLKIT TRAINING
(NRCS-IA-000032)

Overview
This training is geared toward new employees and secretaries.  Students will learn how to enter new folders, et Toolkit preferences, rename existing folders, enter conservation practices, print existing Conservation Plans, plan maps, and Iowa policy for using Toolkit in Conservation Planning and other basic Toolkit uses.

Objectives
The user will be able to check in/out customers folders, amend, edit, or create new plans, utilize Arc Map to create a plan map and the correct symbology and report process through TCST.
Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Classroom

Duration
12-hour course over 2 days
Target Audience
NRCS, IDALS, or Partner employee working in an NRCS office who is not proficient in Toolkit.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Don Carrington
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Basic Toolkit Training (NRCS-IA-000032) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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BASIC TOOLKIT TRAINING FOR SECRETARIES  INTRODUCTION TO TOOLKIT
(NRCS-IA-000047)

Overview
This is an 8-hour course that provides the user with hands-on training in the use of Toolkit.  Attendee will learn how to enter new folders, set Toolkit preferences, rename existing folders, how to enter conservation practices, how to print existing Conservation Plans and plan maps, and Iowa policy for using Toolkit in Conservation Planning, how to find and print the plan map legend, and other basic Toolkit uses.
Objectives
Provide the NRCS or Partner employee with a basic knowledge of Toolkit.  Attendee will learn how to enter new folders, set Toolkit preferences, rename existing folders, how to enter conservation practices, how to print existing Conservation Plans and plan maps, and Iowa policy for using Toolkit in Conservation Planning, how to find and print the plan map legend, and other basic Toolkit uses.
Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Classroom

Duration
8 hours
Target Audience
Secretaries
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Jennifer Dubendorf
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Basic Toolkit Training for Secretaries (NRCS-IA-000047) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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BOARD DEVELOPMENT TRAINING FOR RC&D COORDINATORS

(NRCS-IA-000038)

Overview
The training is intended to provide RC&D Coordinators with the skills and tools they need to provide effective Board Development support to RC&D councils and other community organizations.

Objectives
Participants should be able to provide basic levels of support to RC&D councils and other community organizations on these topics:
1. Board recruitment, retention and recognition (including how to install a sense of ownership in the organization);

2. Strategic planning (including RC&D area planning), annual planning and their use in managing workloads;

3. Planning for successful turnover of board members, officers and staff;

4. Thriving in the midst of change;

5. Identifying and nurturing future leaders;

6. Group dynamics (including how to work with “problem” members);

7. Meeting preparation and management;

8. Financial and governance internal controls;

9. Political and financial protection for RC&D councils in their interactions with outside organizations;

10. 501(c)3 compliance issues;

11. Basics of organizational theory (what type of organization is appropriate for different purposes and time frames); and

12. Maintaining personal and professional balance while working with multiple projects and organizations.

Prerequisites
Prior completion of “RC&D Concepts” is preferred but not required.
Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
3 Days
Target Audience
RC&D coordinators that have not had this training or are in need of refresher Board Development training.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Marty Adkins

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Board Development Training for RC&D Coordinators 
(NRCS-IA-000038) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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TITLE:  CADD - AutoCAD Civil 3D 
 (NRCS-IA-000069)

Overview
This course will teach the basics of AutoCAD Civil 3D for creating a topographic surface for NRCS use.  Participants of this course will have hands-on use of the software
Objectives
A) Learn how to use basic AutoCAD drafting and editing features 

B) Create a new Civil 3D project

C) Import survey points into Civil 3D

D) Create a topographic surface from survey points

E) Prepare the topographic survey for plotting

Prerequisites
Conservation for New Employees
Type of Course
Engineering 
Duration
1 day (classroom)
Target Audience
Engineering and Field Office staff engaged in design of engineering practices

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra E. Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist
Norman Friedrich, Engineer - CADD
Curt Fopma, CET
Allen Gehring, SCE 

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to put this on your Learning Plan (NRCS-IA-000069).

	
	

	United States Department of Agriculture 

Iowa

[image: image12.png]



Natural Resources
Conservation Service

TITLE:  CADD – AutoCAD Civil 3D Surveying & Surface Modeling
 (NRCS-IA-000070)

Overview
This course will teach the features of AutoCAD Civil 3D used for creating a topographic surface including survey field codes, linework labeling and LiDAR.  Participants of this course will have hands-on use of the software.
Objectives
A) Learn the standard survey shot descriptions to utilize 

B) Import survey points into Civil 3D and create a surface
C) Creating profiles & cross sections from a surface model

D) Create a surface from LiDAR data

E) Exporting points for staking purposes

Prerequisites
CADD - Intro to AutoCAD Civil 3D
Type of Course
Engineering 
Duration
1 day (classroom)
Target Audience
Engineering and Field Office staff engaged in design of engineering practices

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra E. Folsom Jones 

Technical Specialist
Norman Friedrich, Engineer – CADD

Curt Fopma, CET
Allen Gehring, SCE 

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to put this on your Learning Plan (NRCS-IA-000070)
.
United States Department of Agriculture 

Iowa
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TITLE:  CADD – AutoCAD Civil 3D Pond Design
 (NRCS-IA-000071)

Overview
This course will teach the features of AutoCAD Civil 3D used for design of the storage and embankment of a pond dam.  Participants of this course will have hands-on use of the software.

Objectives
F) Extract stage-storage data of a proposed location for export to NRCS software

G) Create the planned core trench, constructed embankment and auxiliary spillway layout

H) Develop earthwork quantities 

I) Create construction drawings of the plan view and profiles & cross sections of the pond

Prerequisites
CADD – AutoCAD Civil 3D Surveying & Surface Modeling
Type of Course
Engineering 

Duration
1 day (classroom)

Target Audience
Engineering and Field Office staff engaged in design of engineering practices

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra E. Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist
Norman Friedrich, Engineer – CADD

Curt Fopma, CET

Allen Gehring, SCE 

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to put this on your Learning Plan (NRCS-IA-000071).


	

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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TITLE:  CADD – AutoCAD Civil 3D Waterway Design
 (NRCS-IA-000072)
Overview
This course will teach the features of AutoCAD Civil 3D used for design of large grassed waterways.  Participants of this course will have hands-on use of the software.
Objectives
A) Learn the surveying options that are available for this design process

B) Develop a proposed waterway alignment, planned grade, and planned shape 

C) Evaluate the proposed design and make adjustments to create an optimum design
D) Create construction drawings of the plan view and profiles of the proposed waterway

E) Create construction drawings of selected cross sections in the proposed waterway

Prerequisites
CADD – AutoCAD Civil 3D Surveying & Surface Modeling
Type of Course
Engineering 
Duration
1 day (classroom)
Target Audience
Engineering and Field Office staff engaged in design of engineering practices

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra E. Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Norman Friedrich, Engineer – CADD

Curt Fopma, CET
Allen Gehring, SCE 

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to put this on your Learning Plan (NRCS-IA-000072).

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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TITLE:  CADD – AutoCAD Civil 3D AWM Storage Design
 (NRCS-IA-000073)
Overview
This course will teach the features of AutoCAD Civil 3D used for designing the site placement of a circular concrete storage tank and an earthen storage pond.  Participants of this course will have hands-on use of the software.
Objectives
A) Create a proposed storage pond site layout and determine earthwork quantities

B) Optimize the earthwork quantities by balancing cut and fill volumes

C) Create a proposed circular concrete tank site layout

D) Determine quantities of excavation, drain fill, and earth fill for the circular tank

E) Create construction drawings of the plan view 

F) Create construction drawings of cross sections 

Prerequisites
CADD – AutoCAD Civil 3D Surveying & Surface Modeling
Understanding of how to properly size a storage facility
Type of Course
Engineering 
Duration
1 day (classroom)
Target Audience
Engineering and Field Office staff engaged in design of engineering practices

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra E. Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist
Norman Friedrich, Engineer – CADD

Curt Fopma, CET
Allen Gehring, SCE 

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to put this on your Learning Plan (NRCS-IA-000073).
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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TITLE:  CADD - AutoCAD Civil 3D Advanced Features
 (NRCS-IA-000074)

Overview
This course will teach features of AutoCAD Civil 3D which allow proficient users to increase their productivity.  Participants of this course will have hands-on use of the software.
Objectives
A) Transfer information between CAD & GIS

B) Develop construction drawings utilizing sheet sets, dwf and pdf

C) Learn NRCS relevant new features of AutoCAD software

D) Review data and file management practices 

E) Learn how to customize your CAD interface

F) Discussion of user tips and tricks

Prerequisites
CADD - AutoCAD Civil 3D Surveying & Surface Modeling
Proficiency at developing surface models, profiles, and plans views.
Type of Course
Engineering 
Duration
1 day (classroom)
Target Audience
Engineering and Field Office staff engaged in design of engineering practices

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra E. Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Norman Friedrich, Engineer - CADD
Curt Fopma, CET
Allen Gehring, SCE 

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to put this on your Learning Plan (NRCS-IA-000074)

.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CERTIFIED PLANNER LEVEL II CONSERVATION PLAN REQUIREMENT

(NRCS-IA-000050)

Overview
The Trainee will independently develop a conservation plan for a minimum of 2 resource concerns.  The plan will be reviewed and approved by the ASTC-FO.  The objective is to produce an independent produced “on the job” work product.  This requirement is to be performed while working with producers and planning conservation practices leading to a conservation system that address the resource concerns, document the decision making process and include a schedule for implementation.
Objectives
To reinforce the use of the nine step planning procedures and add additional complexity to the process by planning multiple resource on the same land unit. 

Prerequisites
NRCS-IA-000024 – Conservation for New Employees - Application

NRCS-IA-000002 – Conservation Planning Part II

NRCS-IA-000049 – Conservation Planning Part III

Type of Course
On-the-job
Duration
Target Audience
Soil Conservationist, Resource Conservationist, and District Conservationist.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist
Marty Adkins
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Certified Planner Level II Conservation Plan Requirement (NRCS-IA-000050) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CERTIFIED PLANNER LEVEL III, CONSERVATION PLAN REQUIREMENT

(NRCS-IA-000051)

Overview
The Trainee will independently develop a conservation plan for a minimum of 3 resource concerns.  The plan will be reviewed and approved by the ASTC-FO.  The objective is to produce an independent produced “on the job” work product.  This requirement is to be performed while working with producers and planning conservation practices leading to a conservation system that address at least 3 resource concerns, document the decision making process, and include a schedule for implementation.
Objectives
To reinforce the use of the nine step planning procedures and add additional complexity to the process by planning multiple resource (minimum 3) on the same land unit.

Prerequisites
NRCS-IA-000024 – Conservation for New Employees - Application

NRCS-IA-000002 – Conservation Planning Part II

NRCS-IA-000049 – Conservation Planning Part III

NRCS-IA-000050 – Certified Planner Level II Conservation Plan Requirement

Type of Course

On-the-job

Duration
Target Audience
Soil Conservationist, Resource Conservationist, and District Conservationist.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Marty Adkins
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Certified Planner Level III Conservation Plan Requirement (NRCS-IA-000051) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CONFLICT MANAGEMENT
(NRCS-IA-000037)

Overview
Training provides employees and partners the skills and knowledge to constructively look at conflict in the workplace and elsewhere.  Course assists participants to assess their current attitudes, conflict management skills, and communication techniques.  It also ensures active participation through group discussions and role play of potential conflict scenarios both with both internal and external customers.
Objectives
1. Participants understand the differing types of conflict strategy and which styles they currently use with opportunities to learn about and practice alternative skills.

2. Participants apply work experiences to conflict management skills learned to enable a less stressful and more productive future outcome.

3. Students can analyze conflict and react appropriately.

4.
Students understand that conflict is a normal event and is even necessary to successful progress and change.
Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Classroom

Duration
8 hours

Target Audience
NRCS or partner employees
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Sondra Folsom Jones
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Conflict Management (NRCS-IA-000037) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE STATUS REVIEW DOCUMENTATION
(NRCS-IA-000048)

Overview
Students will learn the type of documentation that is required by policy.

~
Who provides notification, how and when to provide notification to the participant of an NRCS decision,

~
How to prepare the Administrative Record,

~
How to complete the appropriate wetland forms,

~
What not to include in case file documentation, and

~
Tips for completing compliance status reviews.
Objectives
Provide knowledge and skills necessary to the field staff conducting Conservation Compliance Status Reviews so that NRCS decisions are correct, adequately documented, and can be defended when challenged by an appeal.
Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Classroom

Duration
8 hours

Target Audience
All employees responsible for completing Conservation Compliance Status Reviews.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Marty Adkins
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Conservation Compliance Status Review Documentation (NRCS-IA-000048) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CONSERVATION FOR NEW EMPLOYEES - APPLICATION
(NRCS-IA-000024)

Overview
This course will provide training to new employees on basic surveying, grassed waterway and outlet structure design, and terrace layout and design. Participants are divided into small groups with an instructor for each group.
Objectives
Upon completion of the training the participant will be able to:
1.
Set up and operate an automatic level.
2.
Perform routine surveys and keep adequate survey notes.
3.
Layout, survey, and design parallel terrace systems, grassed waterways, and grade stabilization structures with supervision.
Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
Classroom and in-field
Duration
5 days
Target Audience
New employees with conservation practice application responsibilities.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Conservation for New Employees - Application 
(NRCS-IA-000024) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CONSERVATION PLANNING PART II
(NRCS-IA-000002)

Overview
An introduction and overview of conservation planning:
~
Builds on basic conservation planning principles through lecture; field exercise; practical hands on use of planning tools and techniques, and contact with land users.
Objectives
Students will develop a Resource Management System Conservation Plan as a small group activity.
Students will also be able to provide conservation planning assistance to land users in making technically accurate land use decisions.
Prerequisites
NEDC Conservation Planning Course – Modules 1-5

Type of Course
Classroom and In-field
Duration
40 hours
Target Audience
New employees with conservation planning responsibilities.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Marty Adkins
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Conservation Planning Part II (NRCS-IA-000002) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CONSERVATION PLANNING PART III

(NRCS-IA-000049)

Overview
The Trainee will work with the producer to independently develop a conservation plan addressing a single resource concern.  The plan will be reviewed and approved by the ASTC-FO. 

Objectives
To utilize the nine step planning procedures to develop a conservation plan or contract for a single resource concern.  The objective is to produce an independent produced “on the job” work product.  The conservation plan is to be developed while working with producers to address a single resource concerns, document the decision making process and include a schedule for implementation.
Prerequisites
NRCS-IA-000024 – Conservation for New Employees - Application

NRCS-IA-000002 – Conservation Planning Part II

Type of Course

On-the-job

Duration
Target Audience
Soil Conservationist, Resource Conservationist, District Conservationist, and Soil Conservation Technicians.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
ASTC-FOs
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Conservation Planning Part III (NRCS-IA-000049) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION OF CO-01 PRACTICES
(NRCS-IA-000044)

Overview
This course will teach the critical elements of construction inspection associated with conservation application.  Participants of this course will learn the importance of construction inspection / quality assurance in order to achieve a quality constructed practice.

Objectives
F) Identify the importance of construction inspection / quality assurance.

G) Identify and engage the critical elements of construction inspection.

H) Adherence to construction specifications.

I) Good record keeping (notes and pictures).

J) Awareness of construction inspection testing tools / methods.

K) How to deal with differing site conditions or other changes.

Prerequisites
Conservation for New Employees – Application (NRCS-IA-000024

Type of Course
Classroom and In-Field

Duration
4 days

Target Audience
Field Office staff engaged in conservation application.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Lee White, State Construction Engineer

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to add Construction Inspection of CO-01 Practices 
(NRCS-IA-000044) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CULTURAL RESOURCES
(NRCS-IA-000020)

Overview

This 8 module training course will provide information on cultural resources laws affecting this agency and provides field training to agency personnel on how to identify a cultural resource.  The first 6 modules are self-study exercises that take approximately 1 day, and modules 7 and 8 are an instructor led in-field course that takes 3 days.  Modules 1-6 are NEDC (NRCS-NEDC-000141) web-based modules and are a prerequisite.
Objectives
Students will be able to identify cultural resources in the agricultural landscape.
Prerequisites
Cultural Resources Training Series, Part 1 (NEDC-NRCS-000141).
Type of Course
Classroom for Modules 7 and 8
Duration
3 days
Target Audience
Field staff with the need to identify cultural resource areas.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Richard Rogers

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Cultural Resources (NRCS-IA-000020) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
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Defensive Driving
(NRCS- NRCS-IA-000040)
Overview
Course is a program to teach auto drivers the principles and behaviors of safe and responsible driving.

Objectives

A) Learn important defensive driving concepts.
B) Defensive driving techniques for conditions you can and can’t control.
C) Test your beliefs about impaired driving.
D) Identify the potential consequences of driving too fast.
E) Receive certification required to obtain permission to operate a Government  owned vehicle.
Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Self Study (Booklet/DVD/Written test)

Duration
90+ minutes

Target Audience
Any NRCS employee, or volunteer who is required to operate a Government owned vehicle in performance of official duties.  

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist
Michael Casper

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to add the Defensive Driving 

(NRCS-IA-000040) to your Learning Plan.  Contact  Management Service Division (Contracting Team) at (515) 284-4506 to obtain the DVD and Booklet.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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Fluvial Geomorphology for Stream Management  (NRCS- IA-000068)

Overview
An introduction to the geomorphology of stream systems, including the physical structure and patterns of streams and the watershed processes that shape them.  The course will introduce the concepts of channel classification and channel evolution, and will examine some of the assessment tools that are available for describing channel conditions and stability, including the Stream visual assessment Protocol (SVAP) and the channel evolution model (CEM).  Includes hands-on description of channel segments in a field setting and basic guidelines of stream management.
Objectives

After this course, participants will:

· Be familiar with basic stream shapes, patterns, and processes;

· Be able to recognize the main indicators of channel stability and instability in Iowa;

· Understand the causes of stream bank erosion and channel instability;

· Have a general knowledge of stream classification systems, including stream orders and the CEM;

· Be able to use the SVAP tool to assess the physical/biological/chemical conditions of a stream in the field; 

· Understand how knowledge of stream geomorphology is necessary to stream restoration and management.

Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
1-2 day course, including a minimum of 4 hours in the field.
Duration
Iowa field personnel, including district Conservationist, soil conservationist, engineering Techs, and Soil Conservation Techs.
Target Audience
Iowa field personnel, including District Conservationist, soil conservationist, engineering Techs, and Soil conservation Techs.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist
Katy Woida, State Geologist; Jennifer Anderson-Cruz, biologist
Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to add the Fluvial Geomorphology for Stream Management 
(NRCS-IA-000068) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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FranklinCovey Training

(NRCS- -IA-000063)

Overview
This is an EXCELLENT training opportunity that will provide you with skills to manage the huge volumes of information we are flooded with every day.  You will learn to sort, file, and retrieve all your important information in seconds!  Statistics show that only 20% of people begin their day with a plan.  Each participant will receive a Franklin Planner Starter Kit and manual. 
Objectives

A) To expose participants to the time management skills.

B) Participants to be able to develop time management skills.

Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Class

Duration
6 hours

Target Audience
NRCS employees

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist
Chris Knudsen

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to add the FranklinCovey Training 
(NRCS-IA-000063) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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GRANT PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT TRAINING FOR RC&D COORDINATORS

(NRCS-IA-000039)

Overview
The training is intended to provide RC&D Coordinators with the skills and tools they need to provide effective grant research and proposal development support to RC&D councils and other community organizations.

Objectives
Participants should be able to provide basic levels of support to RC&D councils and other community organizations on these topics:

1. Project planning;

2. Coalition building in a project setting;

3. Discovering and cultivating local sources of cash and non-cash resources;

4. Researching public and private funding sources;

5. Proposal writing;

6. Funding source follow up.

Prerequisites
Prior completion of NRCS conservation planning training is preferred but not required.
Type of Course
Classroom

Duration
3 Days

Target Audience
RC&D coordinators that have not had this training or that are in need of refresher Grants training.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Marty Adkins

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Grant Proposal Development Training for RC&D Coordinators (NRCS-IA-000039) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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HYDROLOGY TRAINING SERIES UNIT 1
(Modules 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, and 107)
(NRCS-IA-000009)
Overview
~
Module 101 Intro to Hydrology, this module provides information on hydrology and the hydrologic cycle and their relationship with NRCS program activities. Common units used in hydrology references are discussed and used in practice problems.

~
Module 102 Precipitation, this module presents forms of precipitation and how precipitation is generated, measured, and used in the NRCS.

~
Module 103 Runoff Concepts, this module discusses runoff data, flood runoff, annual runoff, and three major types of runoff. The important climatic and watershed factors that affect the conversion of storm rainfall to runoff are also presented.

~
Module 104 Runoff Curve Number Computation, this module shows elements needed to calculate a runoff curve number and actual calculations of runoff curve numbers using given field data.

~
Module 105 Runoff Computation, this module presents methods to determine runoff using a numerical, a graphical, and two tabular methods.
~
Module 106 Peak Discharge, this module covers factors affecting peak discharge and methods of estimating peak discharge using Chapter 2, Engineering Field Manual.
~
Module 107 Hydrographs, this module shows the various types of hydrographs, define their components and lists the uses of hydrographs in NRCS.

Objectives
Upon completion of these modules the participants will be able to: 

~
Module 101 – define, in simple terms, hydrology and hydraulics; describe the physical processes that make up the hydrologic cycle; identify, with notes, the terms or units commonly used in hydrology; and derive, with notes, the terms or units commonly used in hydrology.
~
Module 102 – list the various forms of precipitation; describe the physical processes that generate precipitation; list and explain the various methods of measuring precipitation; obtain the precipitation values for commonly used conservation practices from available data sources; and list where precipitation values are used.

~
Module 103 – list and define the three types of runoff; list and explain the principal climatic factors that affect runoff; and describe the major watershed factors, that affect runoff.

~
Module 104 – list and describe the elements needed to calculate a runoff curve number; calculate a runoff curve number from given field data; and calculate a runoff curve number for complex areas.

~
Module 105 – calculate runoff volume when precipitation is known by using the CN procedure for design of a conservation practice.

~
Module 106 – define peak discharge; list the factors that affect peak discharge; identify and select the appropriate methods for computing peak discharge; and compute peak discharge using Chapter 2, Engineering Field Manual.

~
Module 107 – define hydrograph; list the various types of hydrographs; describe the various hydrograph components; and list the uses of hydrographs in NRCS.

Hydrology Training Series Unit 1
Page 2
(Modules 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, and 107)
(NRCS-IA-000009)
Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
Self-study
Duration
9 hours
Target Audience
Employees who use hydrology in performing their duties.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Hydrology Training Series Unit 1 (NRCS-IA-000009) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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HYDROLOGY TRAINING SERIES UNIT 2
(Modules 110, 111, 115, 116, and 151)
(NRCS-IA-000010)

Overview

~
Module 110 Structure Hydraulics, discusses hydraulic factors that influence selection of type of structure and factors that affect the head discharge relationships needed to determine capacity or size of spillways;
~
Module 111 Reservoir Flood Routing, presents factors affecting flood routing, developing stage-storage relationships, and a shortcut storage routing method;

~
Module 115 Streamflow, presents streamflow data sources, streamflow variability, and water rights doctrines laws;

~
Module 116 Watershed Yield, presents factors affecting watershed yield, sources and methods used to determine watershed yield, and two methods for estimating watershed yield;

~
Module 151 EFM2 Microcomputer Program, presents information to effectively apply the EFM2 Microcomputer program to estimate runoff volume and peak flows for small rural watersheds.

Objectives
Upon completion of these modules the participants will be able to:

~
Module 110 – describe the key hydraulic parameters that affect the selection of the most economical structure type, providing site conditions are adequate; and list the factors that affect the functioning or head-discharge relationship for four common NRCS conservation structures.

~
Module 111 – list types of routing; list the factors that affect flood routing; develop a stage-storage discharge relationship for a small structure; use the Engineering Field Manual shortcut flood routing procedure to design small structures; and use Technical Release 55 shortcut flood routing procedure to design small structures.

~
Module 115 – identify NRCS needs for streamflow data; list the data sources for streamflow; describe streamflow variability; distinguish between riparian and prior appropriation water rights; and identify common state agencies responsible for water laws.

~
Module 116 – list and describe the factors that affect watershed yield; describe the sources and methods used to determine watershed yield; and compute watershed yield using Figure 4, Chapter 11, Engineering Field Manual.

~
Module 151 – load and read the README.1ST file to define the executable program files; start the EFM2 system; enter data into the program; and develop peak discharge values and runoff volumes.

Hydrology Training Series Unit 2
Page 2 

(Modules 110, 111, 115, 116, and 151)
(NRCS-IA-000010)
Prerequisites
Unit 1, Modules 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, and 107
Type of Course
Self-study

Duration
11 hours
Target Audience
Employees who use hydraulics in performing their duties.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Hydrology Training Series Unit 2 (NRCS-IA-000010) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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HYDROLOGY TRAINING SERIES UNIT 3
(Modules 201, 205, 206A, 206B, 206C, and 206D) 
(NRCS-IA-000011)

Overview
~
Module 201 Hydrology and Hydraulics in NRCS Programs, provides a brief look at conservation operations, water resources, the snow survey program, flood plain management studies, and the area engineer's role in working with water management agencies. It covers how hydrology and hydraulics interrelate with the programs and agencies. 

~
Module 205 SCS Runoff Equation, discusses the concepts assumed in the rationale for the basic equation. Parameters are defined and explained. The runoff equation is developed step by step, and attention is given to correctness in use of the parameters as well as the algebra.

~
Module 206A Time of Concentration, presents a step-by-step procedure for calculating the time of concentration using the velocity-approach method from TR-55 and the simplified procedure used by NRCS.

~
Module 206B Peak Discharge (Graphical Method TR-55), presents the peak discharge equation, input requirements, peak discharge computations, and limitations.

~
Module 206C Peak Discharge (Tabular Method TR-55), presents the peak discharge equation, input requirements, peak discharge computations, and limitations.

~
Module 206D Peak Discharge (Other Methods), presents the Cypress Creek Formula, USGS Regional Equations, and the Rational Equation. The background, limitations, and procedures appropriate to each method are discussed.
Objectives
Upon completion of these modules the participants will be able to:

~
Module 201 – explain the engineer’s role in the hydrologic and hydraulic aspects of major legislated NRCS programs and activities; and discuss the area engineer’s role in coordinating with state and local water management agencies.

~
Module 205 – describe water balance; derive the SCS Runoff Equation; explain the application of the SCS Runoff Equation; explain Runoff Curve Numbers; and list limitations on the use of the SCS Runoff Equation.
Hydrology Training Series Unit 3
Page 2 

(Modules 201, 205, 206A, 206B, 206C, and 206D) 
(NRCS-IA-000011)

Objectives (cont.)

~
Module 206A – able to compute time of concentration (TC) using the velocity approach concept (TR-55) and the simplified procedure used by NRCS. 

~
Module 206B – able to compute peak discharge using TR-55, Chapter 4, Graphical Peak Discharge Method. 

~
Module 206C – describe when complex hydrographs are needed; and compute peak discharge and develop hydrographs using TR-55, Chapter 5, Tabular Peak Discharge Method. 

~
Module 206D – able to identify and use three nonstandard methods to compute peak discharges for specific geographic regions. 

Prerequisites 
Unit 1, Modules 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, and 107 

Unit 2, Modules 110, 111, 115, 116, and 151. 

Type of Course 
Self-study 

Duration 
10 hours 

Target Audience 
Employees needing an introduction to advanced methods of hydrology and hydraulic computations.
Iowa Training Contact 
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist 
Allen Gehring
Enrollment 
Log in to AgLearn to add Hydrology Training Series Unit 3 (NRCS-IA-000011) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa

	[image: image33.png]



	Natural Resources
Conservation Service
	


HYDROLOGY TRAINING SERIES UNIT 4
(Modules 211, 215, and 251)
(NRCS-IA-000012)

Overview
~
Module 211 Reservoir Flood Routing, presents information about flood routing in order to design or understand the functioning of water control structures that temporarily impound flood water, such as dams, ponds, and other detention type structures. The module discusses the background and applications of different types of reservoir routing procedures with emphasis on the Storage Indication method.
~
Module 215 Streamflow, covers the use of streamflow data (peakflow, annual runoff, and volume duration probability studies), drought analysis technique, direct and indirect methods of measuring streamflow, and applicable water laws (riparian, prior appropriations, Pueblo Rights) to your Learning Plan.
~
Module 251 TR-55 Microcomputer Program, presents information needed to effectively apply the National TR-55 Microcomputer program to estimate runoff volume and peak flows for small watersheds and for routing through storm water management structures.
Objectives

Upon completion of these modules the participants will be able to:

~
Module 211 – describe the Storage Indication method of reservoir routing; identify shortcut reservoir routing methods; and identify computer programs the NRCS uses to route floods through structures and describe their general range of applicability.

~
Module 215 – describe several uses of streamflow data appropriate for participant’s region; describe the drought analysis techniques applicable to the participant’s region; list the methods for measuring streamflow; and explain water laws applicable to the participant’s state.

~
Module 251 – load and read the README.1ST file to define the seven executable program files, explain two types of data files and list the advantages of the COUNTY.XX file; start the TR-55 System, find the main MENU and HELP screens and develop a Runoff Curve Number; enter data into the program to compute Times of Concentration and Travel Times; develop peak discharge values using the GRAPHIC Program; develop partial hydrographs and peak discharges using the TABULAR Program; and develop peak outflow discharge and required detention basin storage using the STORAGE Program.
Hydrology Training Series Unit 4 
Page 2

(Modules 211, 215, and 251) 
(NRCS-IA-000012)

Prerequisites
Unit 1, Modules 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, and 107 

Unit 2, Modules 110, 111, 115, 116, and 151 

Unit 3, Modules 201, 205, 206A, 206B, 206C, and 206D
Type of Course
Self-study
Duration
11 hours
Target Audience
Employees needing advanced information for hydrology and hydraulic computations. 

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Hydrology Training Series Unit 4 (NRCS-IA-000012) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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Intro to HEC-RAS Water Surface Computations

 (NRCS-IA-000065)

Overview
The course covers basic principles of hydraulics of open channel flow using Corps of Engineers HEC-RAS software.
Objectives
Class graduates should be able to independently complete basic, steady-flow water surface profile analyses for conservation projects.
Prerequisites
College level courses in fluid dynamics or open channel flow.
Type of Course
Course includes lecture, class discussion, and hands-on use of the Corps of Engineers HEC-RAS hydraulic software.  The entire course is in the classroom.
Duration
2.5 days
Target Audience
Engineers with one year of NRCS experience.  Technicians with five years design experience may also take the course.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Mark McCurdy
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Introduction to HEC-RAS Water Surface Computations  (NRCS-IA-000065) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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INTRODUCTION TO SOIL SURVEY – LEVEL I
(NRCS-IA-000021)

Overview
Participants will learn how to utilize Soil Survey information for making effective land use and management decisions. Emphasis will be on how to use a Soil Survey, contents of a published report, and how the information is obtained. Also an introduction to soil formation (Genesis) and remote sensing will be given. The soil quality tool kit will be utilized to demonstrate the effects of management on soil properties.
Objectives
1.
Become familiar with, and able to use, county soil survey.
2.
Be aware of where official soil survey information resides in Field Office Technical Guide.
3.
Understand objectives of Soil Survey Program in Iowa.
Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
Classroom and In-field
Duration
3 days
Target Audience
Entry level employees
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Richard Bednarek
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Introduction to Soil Survey – Level I (NRCS-IA-000021) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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INTRODUCTION TO SOIL SURVEY – LEVEL II
(NRCS-IA-000022)
Overview
Participants will learn how to identify and describe soil properties by field examination of soil profiles. They will also gain an understanding of how soil properties translate into soil interpretations for various land uses. Through classroom and field exercises they will become familiar with soil genesis, classification, soil mapping, techniques and soil survey programs. Participants will delineate different soil map units on an aerial photograph and transect the map units to determine map unit composition, gaining an understanding of the variability in soils. A geomorphic tour is also included to teach identification of land forms and land form terminology. Using soils information in a GIS and hands on exercises with the Soil Quality Took Kit will also be included.
Objectives
1.
Gain awareness of soil forming factors and soil development.
2.
Learn to use soil maps as a tool to identify potential cultural resources.

3.
Overview of wetland indicators.

4.
Hands on soil mapping activity – reading the land 

5.
Use of soils information for program determinations.
Prerequisites
Introduction to Soil Survey I
Type of Course
Classroom and In-field
Duration
5 days
Target Audience
Employee’s with two or more years of experience of first year Soil Scientists.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Richard Bednarek
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Introduction to Soil Survey – Level II (NRCS-IA-000022) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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IOWA PHOSPHORUS INDEX
(NRCS-IA-000033)
Overview
This is a 4 hour course training in the use of the computer Phosphorus Risk Assessment tool Iowa P-Index.  Attendee will receive hands on training on how to correctly complete the Iowa Phosphorus Index and identify when it is to be completed for NRCS nutrient Management Planning and Iowa Department of Natural Resource Manure Management Planning.

Objectives
The user will be able to independently apply the P index for NMPs and CNMPs.
Prerequisites
Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2 (RUSLE2) Certification Training.
Type of Course
Classroom

Duration
4 hours

Target Audience
Iowa Field Office staff

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Barbara Stewart

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Introduction to Iowa Phosphorus Index (NRCS-IA-000033) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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NATURAL RESOURCE ECONOMICS
(NRCS-IA-000018)
Overview
This course is to help conservation planners understand and perform basic economic analysis related to conservation planning and become more knowledgeable of the role economics plays in conservation planning from the viewpoints of the land user-decision makes and conservation planners. The course will:
1.
Teach basic economic tools for field employees.
2.
Present a conservationist's and land user's perspective of economic considerations of conservation planning.
3.
Provide an awareness to economic considerations.
4.
Provide guidance on multiple resource decision making.
Objectives
At the close of this course the participant will:
1.
Integrate field level economics into conservation planning procedures.
2.
Improve our understanding of the land user’s perspective of conservation.
3.
Learn how to “talk” economics with land users and provide economic information for decision making.
Prerequisites
There is no prerequisite for this course. However, it is recommended that participants have a good working knowledge of NRCS’s Conservation Planning process.
Type of Course
Classroom

Duration
3 - 4 days

Target Audience
Soil conservationists, district conservationists, and others who have two years’ experience, participate in the development and use of Section V, Field Office Technical Guide, or plan, design, and administer conservation measures may attend.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Alan Lauver
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Natural Resource Economics (NRCS-IA-000018) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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Nitrate Reduction Strategies using Denitrifying Bioreactors and other Engineering Practices
(NRCS-IA-000060)

Overview
This course will review various strategies for reducing nitrate-nitrogen export from the agricultural landscape. The NRCS Conservation Practice Standards for Drainage Water Management (554), Denitrifying Bioreactor (Interim 747), and Constructed Wetland (656) will be reviewed. Example design procedures and information for these practices will be presented.  Technical Specialist for this course is Allen Gehring, State Conservation Engineer, and Bruce Atherton, Agricultural Engineer.
Objectives:
At the end of this course, the participant will be able to:

A. List various approaches to reduce nitrate-nitrogen export

B. Define Drainage Water Management (DWM)

C. Plan a simple DWM system

D. Define the Denitrifying Bioreactor and describe its operation

E. Design a Denitrifying Bioreactor

F. List the design considerations for a nitrate treatment wetland

Prerequisites
Conservation for New Employees, Applications (NRCS-IA-000024)
Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
2 – 3 hours
Target Audience
Field Office conservationists and technicians involved in planning and installing nitrate-nitrogen reduction practices

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring, SCE

Bruce Atherton, Ag Engineer

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Nitrate Reduction Strategies using Denitrifying Bioreactors and other Engineering Practices (NRCS-IA-000060) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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NON-PROFIT MANAGEMENT TRAINING FOR RC&D COORDINATORS

(NRCS-IA-000041)
Overview
The training is intended to provide RC&D Coordinators with the skills and tools they need to provide appropriate Non-Profit Management technical assistance to RC&D councils and other community organizations.

Objectives
Participants should be able to provide appropriate technical assistance to RC&D councils and other community organizations on these topics:

1. Operational planning and evaluation;

2. Budgeting;

3. Limits to RC&D Coordinator assistance in conformance with Federal Ethics laws and regulations;

4. Project oversight and evaluation;

5. Internal and external communications;

6. The why’s and how’s of board and employee manuals and handbooks; and

7. Quality assurance basics.

Prerequisites
Prior completion of “RC&D Concepts” is preferred but not required. 

Type of Course
Classroom

Duration
3 Days

Target Audience
RC&D coordinators that have not had this training or that are in need of refresher 
Non-Profit Management training.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Marty Adkins

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Non-Profit Management Training for RC&D Coordinators 

(NRCS-IA-000041) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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NUCLEAR MOISTURE DENSITY GAUGE SAFETY AND USE
(NRCS-IA-000017)

Overview
This course will provide training in the proper use and handling of the nuclear moisture density gauge. This involves intensive training on safety requirements. Periodic training of users of nuclear equipment is required by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Persons without the training are not allowed to handle nuclear equipment.
Objectives
Upon completion of this course, participants will be able to:

1.
Properly handle, transport, and use the nuclear moisture density gauge.

2.
Describe the safety requirements which must be followed when using nuclear equipment.

Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
None
Duration
2 days
Target Audience
Persons using nuclear moisture density gauges for construction inspection.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Lee White
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Nuclear Moisture Density Gauge Safety and Use (NRCS-IA-000017) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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NUTRIENT AND PEST MANAGEMENT PART 2 (Facilitated Session)

(NRCS-IA-000045)

Overview
Part II consists of a facilitated session that uses exercises and assessment tools to reinforce and apply important concepts. 

This training course introduces NRCS' mission in the nutrient and pest management arena and how it relates to the RMS planning process. It also identifies regulatory requirements and partnership roles that help to define that mission. It provides the participant with a basic understanding of the science of nutrient and pest management, as well as environmental concerns associated with the use of nutrients and pest management measures, including environmental risk, and the processes that affect the fate and transport of nutrients and pesticides in the environment.
Objectives
Become familiar with the basic scientific processes important to nutrient and pest management, important ecological interactions and site conditions as they relate to offsite environmental concerns, and integration of nutrient and pest management into Resource Management System (RMS) Planning.
Prerequisites
Completion of Part 1 (Modules 1-6) of the Nutrient Management Considerations in Conservation Planning (NRCS-NEDC-000083) and Part 1 (Modules 1-6) of the Pest Management Consideration in Conservation Planning (NRCS-NEDC-000085) courses.
Type of Course
Instructor lead

Duration
3 days

Target Audience
Individuals involved in conservation planning for crop land concerns.  This course is required for Iowa Conservation Planner Certification.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Eric Hurley
Barb Stewart
Enrollment
Go to AgLearn to request enrollment in Nutrient and Pest Management Part 2 (Facilitated Session) (NRCS-IA-000045).
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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PLANT IDENTIFICATION – BASIC
(NRCS-IA-000006)

Overview
Identification techniques of basic agronomic plants.
Objectives
Participants will be able to identify agronomic plant (crops and forage) commonly use in Iowa. They will also be able to develop seeding recommendations to meet resource needs.
Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
In-field
Duration
2 days
Target Audience
Field staff
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Barb Stewart
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Plant Identification - Basic (NRCS-IA-000006) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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PLANT IDENTIFICATION – PRAIRIE
(NRCS-IA-000007)

Overview

Identification techniques on native warm and cool season grass, forbs, and shrubs. 

Objectives

Participants will be able to identify prairie vegetation, as well as, be able to identify landscape settings for specifically designed mixes.
Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
In-field
Duration

2 days
Target Audience

Field staff
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Jennifer Anderson-Cruz
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Plant Identification - Prairie (NRCS-IA-000007) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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PLANT IDENTIFICATION – WETLAND
(NRCS-IA-000008)

Overview
Identification techniques on wetland plants.

Objectives
Participants will be able to identify wetland plants for wetland identification, as well as, providing technical assistance in conservation planning.
Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
In-field
Duration
2 days

Target Audience
Field staff

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Mark Lindflott

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Plant Identification - Wetland (NRCS-IA-000008) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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PRESCRIBED BURNING
NRCS-IA-000042

Overview
This is a one and half day awareness training in the use of Prescribed Burning.  Attendee will receive training on Prescribed Burning according to Iowa Natural Resources Conservation Service policy for NRCS employee responsibilities and roles in prescribed burning while conducting official business.  The training will cover policy, benefits, purpose and how to use of prescribed burning in conservation planning to meet the objectives for the resource of concern.
Objectives
Upon completion of this course and viewing the Prescribed Burning DVD the participant will have successfully completed the 16 hour training requirement for using Prescribed Burning in conservation planning.
Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Classroom and DVD

Duration
1-1/2 days

Target Audience
Conservation Planners

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Barb Stewart

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Prescribed Burning (NRCS-IA-000042) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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REHABILITATION OF AGING WATERSHED DAMS
(NRCS-IA-000029)

Overview
This training includes background information on dams constructed under NRCS Water Resource Programs, an overview of aging dam rehabilitation needs, highlights of authorizing legislation, limits of the authority, and details of implementing rehabilitation projects. This training uses a case study to demonstrate typical problems associated with aging dams, and identifies various rehabilitation alternatives to address these issues.
Objectives
Upon completion of this training, participants will be able to: 

1.
Describe NRCS programs involved with development of watershed projects. 

2.
Discuss safety and environmental issues regarding watershed dams 

3.
Identify legal authorities now available to NRCS to assist project sponsors with rehabilitation of their aging dams 

4.
Understand the general process of implementing a rehabilitation program 

5.
Understand project sponsor responsibilities for existing watershed projects and proposed rehabilitation projects 

6.
Identify factors to evaluate typical rehabilitation
Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
CD based
Duration
7 hours
Target Audience
Personnel in soil and water conservation districts with older watershed structures. 

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Lee White
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Rehabilitation of Aging Watershed Dams (NRCS-IA-000029) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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REVISED UNIVERSAL SOIL LOSS EQUATION VERSION 2 (RUSLE2)
(NRCS-IA-000034)

Overview
This is a one day course training in the use of the computer Erosion Prediction tool RUSLE2.  Attendee will receive hands on training on how to build a crop rotation Profile that includes manure application and forage harvest, build a Worksheet with 3 different alternatives and build a Plan and print the plan using the Iowa Conservation Compliance print documentation.
Objectives
The user will be able to calculate soil loss for most common rotations used in Iowa.  The user will be expected to successfully complete the RUSLE2 certification exercise.
Prerequisites
Basic computer skills and basic understanding of soil erosion processes.
Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
1 day
Target Audience
Iowa Field Office Staff
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Barbara Stewart
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation Version 2 (RUSLE2) 
(NRCS-IA-000034) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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SELLING SKILLS
(NRCS-IA-000036)

Overview
The purpose of this course is to provide sales training to our employees.
Objectives
Upon completion of this training, participants will be able to: 

1.
Create and conduct conversations with customers to uncover their needs.

2.
Learning to present how our products, practices, and programs satisfy those customer needs.

3.
Deal with customer attitudes.

Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
3 days
Target Audience
All NRCS and partner employees involved in delivering conservation planning and application assistance to our customers.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Laura Greiner
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Selling Skills (NRCS-IA-000036) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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SITES & TR-60 POLICY WORKSHOP
(NRCS-IA-000061)

Overview

The workshop participant will be introduced to designing TR-60 structures using SITES software.  The participant is expected to have a working knowledge of TR-60 criteria and basic design principles of dams.  Navigation of SITES software, file management, hydrology, auxiliary spillway stability, and integrity analyses will be covered.  Students will run example problems to explore these topics.  Student should have a basic understanding of SITES.  Specifically, know how to open files, run SITES, and read the output.  The prerequisite of NRCS Hydrology Modules 101-107, 110-111, and 115-116 may be waived by the State Conservation Engineer.
Objectives
At the end of the class, students should be able to create SITES projects and data files, run the software and examine the output to check compliance with NRCS TR-60 criteria.

Prerequisites
NRCS Hydrology Modules (101-107, 110-111, and 115-116)

Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
2 days
Target Audience
NRCS Engineers, Geologists, and Civil Engineering Technicians
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Sites & TR60 Policy Workshop (NRCS-IA-000061) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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SOIL MECHANICS MODULES 1-3
(NRCS-IA-000013)

Overview
~
Module 1 Unified Soil Classification

~
Module 2 AASHTO (American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials)

~
Module 3 USDA Textural Soil Classification.

Objectives
Upon completion of these modules, participants will be able to: 

1.
Classify soils by the Unified, AASHTO, and USDA Textural Soil Classification System using laboratory data, soil series, and soil map unit descriptions. 

2.
Run simple field identification tests and visually classify soils in the proper grouping of the Unified Soil Classification System.
Prerequisites
None
Type of Course
Self-study
Duration
22 hours
Target Audience
Engineers, Geologists, Soil Scientists, Soil Conservationist, Technicians, and others needing the fundamentals of soil classification systems in NRCS.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Soils Mechanics Modules 1-3 (NRCS-IA-000013) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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SOIL MECHANICS MODULE 4
(NRCS-IA-000014)

Overview
Module 4 Volume-Weight Relations, this module provides definitions and equations used in solving basic soil mechanics problems. The field and laboratory measurements needed to obtain parameters for solving these relationships are also covered. A good understanding of these terms and equations is essential to the successful completion of additional soil mechanics modules.
Objectives
Upon completion of this training, participants will be able to:

1.
Construct a block diagram of a soil mass from memory; label each of the nine elements with its proper symbol.

2.
Define conceptually the most important volume-weight relationships from a list.

3.
Select the proper equations from a given reference table to solve for unknown volume-weight terms.

4.
List from memory the four commonly measured laboratory parameters of a soil mass.
Prerequisites
Soil Mechanics Modules 1-3
Type of Course
Self-study
Duration
6 hours
Target Audience
Engineers, Geologists, Soil Scientists, Soil Conservationist, Technicians, and others needing the fundamentals of soil classification systems in NRCS.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Soils Mechanics Module 4 (NRCS-IA-000014) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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SOIL MECHANICS MODULE 5
(NRCS-IA-000015)

Overview
Module 5 Compaction, this module provides instruction on how to explain the theory and application of compaction. It provides instruction on how to develop moisture-density curves based on ASTM standards and how to critically evaluate test results. It also provides instruction on the use of compaction tests in design and quality control of compacted fills.
Objectives
Upon completion of this training, participants will be able to:

1.
Define terms and use equations in compaction theory and application.

2.
Perform a standard compaction test, and be able to critically evaluate test results and procedures.
Prerequisites
Soil Mechanics Modules 1 – 4
Type of Course
Self-study
Duration
42 hours
Target Audience
Engineers, Geologists, Soil Scientists, Soil Conservationist, Technicians, and others needing the fundamentals of soil classification systems in NRCS.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Soils Mechanics Module 5 (NRCS-IA-000015) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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STRUCTURE PLANNING FOR TECHNICIANS
(NRCS-IA-000016)

Overview
This course includes material pertinent to Iowa from the Hydraulics for Technicians Course. The course covers the planning and design of small ponds and grade stabilization structures. Some items reviewed include hydrology, hydraulics, geology, soil mechanics, and the use of various computer programs.
Objectives
Upon completion of this course, participants will be able to:
1.
Describe the purpose of structures.
2.
Describe and use the processes that are utilized in structure design.
3.
Design a small pond, grade stabilization structure, and wetland enhancement and restoration structure.
Prerequisites
Two years of experience.
Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
5 days
Target Audience
Soil Conservation Technicians and Civil Engineering Technicians
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Allen Gehring
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Structure Planning for Technicians (NRCS-IA-000016) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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SUPERVISION AND LEADERSHIP IN IOWA
(NRCS-IA-000030)

Overview
The goal of “Supervising 101” is to help supervisors understand what they need to do to be successful effective supervisors and to provide supervisors with tools to direct, manage, and lead their staffs.
Objectives
1. Clarify roles and responsibilities of the job, including management’s expectations.
2. Help adjust to the role with confidence and assurance.
3. Develop skills in listening, asking questions, resolving conflict, and giving feedback to employees.

4. Develop techniques for giving employees instructions that are clear and understood.
5. Identify techniques to deal with employee challenges, such as hostility, complaints, and laziness.

6. Understand the importance of developing good relationships with employees and peers.

Prerequisites
Must currently be a supervisor in Iowa.
Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
3 – 4 days

Target Audience
Supervisors in Iowa
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Chris Knudsen
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Supervising in Iowa 101 (NRCS-IA-000030) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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TITLE   Toolkit Applications
 (NRCS-IA-000067)
Overview  This training will enable the Toolkit user to use available software products and save information to individual Toolkit folders. Software products may include of Iowa Wetland Tool, HEL Tool, Summarized Soils, use of Magellan Mapper to document data points, pictures or other field information and download the GPS information to an Arc/Map application, drawing a watershed outside of a single tract boundary and gathering available information. May cover additional topics or subjects.
Objectives  Enable students to use Toolkit to document wetland and HEL determinations, download GPS information into the individual Customer Folders, and use ArcMap for watershed type planning.
Prerequisites    Completion of Basic Toolkit Training and confirmation that Iowa Toolkit Policy is being followed by the student.
Type of Course  Classroom
Duration   8 – 12 hours depending on information class desires to learn
Target Audience   Toolkit users who are proficient in Toolkit use and want to expand the uses of Toolkit beyond basic planning documentation.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist
Marty Adkins
Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to put this on your Learning Plan (NRCS-IA-000067).

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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TOOLKIT CADRE TRAINING
(NRCS-IA-000046)

Overview
To provide training necessary for Cadre members to support Toolkit and assist Toolkit users who experience problems.  To attend this training you must be a member of the Toolkit Cadre in Iowa.

Objectives
To provide assistance on Toolkit to the field staff.

Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
2 days

Target Audience
Members of the Toolkit Cadre

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Don Carrington

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Toolkit Cadre Training (NRCS-IA-000046) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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Waterway Design using Engineering Field Tools Software
(NRCS-IA-000058)

Overview
This course will teach the features of the Waterway Design Tool (WDT) component of the Engineering Field Tools (EFT) software and the waterway design process in EFH Chapter 7.  Participants of this course will have hands-on use of the software.  The Technical Specialists for this course are Allen Gehring, State Conservation Engineer, Norman Friedrich, Civil Engineer – CADD, and Bruce Atherton, Agricultural Engineer.

Objectives
A. Obtain an understanding of the waterway design process of EFH Chapter 7.

B. Learn how to obtain the current version of the software.

C. Utilize the WDT to design a simple waterway without inputting survey data.

D. Learn the input surveying options that are available for this design process.

E. Develop a proposed waterway alignment, planned grade, and planned shape utilizing a surveyed site.

F. Evaluate the proposed design and make adjustments to create an optimum design.

G. Create construction documentation of the proposed waterway.

Prerequisites
Conservation for New Employees - Applications (NRCS-IA-000024)
Type of Course
Classroom

Duration
4 hours

Target Audience
Field office staff engaged in design of waterways.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Allen Gehring, State Conservation Engineer

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Waterway Design using Engineering Field Tools Software (NRCS-IA-000058) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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WETLAND ID AND DELINEATION (IA On-site Wetland Determination)
(NRCS-IA-000005)

Overview
This course is designed to prepare staffs with the skills needed to successfully identify and delineate wetlands on non cropland agricultural properties using On-Site Wetland Delineation Methods as specified in the national Food Security Act Manual (NFSAM), by applying techniques form the US Army Corps of Engineers 1987 Wetland Determination Manual and the Midwest Supplement to the 87 manual.  
Objectives
1.  Interpret the scientific foundations for wetland delineation, including vegetation, soils and hydrology.

2. Apply the NFSAM On-site Delineation Methods in field situations.

3. Determine the appropriate sampling and data analysis methods.

4. Demonstrate the appropriate required decision thresholds for hydric soils, hydrophytic vegetation, and wetland hydrology.

5. Complete adequate documentation to support the decision in an NAD Appeal.  
Prerequisites
Introduction to Soil Survey 1 and Plant Identification – Wetland

Type of Course
Classroom
Duration
3 days/24 hours
Target Audience

Staff making wetland determinations

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Mark Lindflott

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Wetland ID and Delineation (NRCS-IA-000005) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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WETLAND PLANT ID

(NRCS-IA-000035)

Overview
This is a one day course in wetland plant ID.  An indoor morning session introducing wetland plant ID tools and terminology will be followed by in the field plant ID at local wetland sites.  Attendees should be appropriately dressed and prepared for field conditions.
Objectives
Upon completion the student will be ale to identify common wetland rushes, sedges, grasses, and forbs.
Prerequisites
None

Type of Course
Classroom and in field

Duration
1 day

Target Audience
Iowa Field Office Staff

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Jennifer Anderson Cruz

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Wetland Plant ID (NRCS-IA-000035) to your Learning Plan.
AREA
SPECIFIC

TRAINING

CATALOG
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CULTURAL RESOURCES AREA REFRESHER
(NRCS-IA-A1-000001)

Overview 
This one day training course will provide information on alluvial fan recognition and other high probability cultural resources sites in order to assist agency personnel to identify and avoid disturbance of sites likely to have cultural resources.  The first hour of the training will be conducted indoors with the remainder of the day spent in the field.

Objectives 
Students will be able to identify landscape positions with a high probability for cultural resources.

Prerequisites
No prerequisites, but prior training in cultural resources is preferred.

Type of Course
Classroom and In-Field

Duration
1 day

Target Audience
Iowa field staff with a need to identify high probability cultural resource areas.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Richard Rogers

Enrollment 
Log in to AgLearn to add Cultural Resources Area Refresher (NRCS-IA-A1-000001) training to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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AREA 1 WETLAND TRAINING
(NRCS-IA-A1-000002)

Overview
This one day training course will provide information on new developments in the wetland determination process and a review of hydric soil criteria in order to assist agency personnel to identify wetlands.  The first two hours of the training will be conducted indoors with the remainder of the day spent in the field.

Objectives
Students will be able to recognize the major hydric soil indicators for northwest Iowa and to place the soil profiles they see in the field into these categories.  There will also be an update provided by the State Biologist on wetland determinations that will be of practical use to them.
Prerequisites
No prerequisites, but prior training in the Corps IV wetland training is preferred.
Type of Course
Classroom and in-field

Duration
1 day

Target Audience
Iowa field staff with a need to identify wetlands and hydric soils.
Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Jim Gertsma

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Area 1 Wetland Training (NRCS-IA-A1-000002) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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FEN TRAINING
(NRCS-IA-A1-000003)
Overview
This one day training course will provide information that will assist agency personnel in the identification of Fens.  We will focus on common, threatened, and endangered plant species found on Fens, geology and soils, history of Fens in Iowa and water sources commonly found on these sites.  The first two hours of the training will e conducted indoors with the remainder of the day spent in the field.

Plant identification will be presented by Kathy Koskovich, Iowa DNR Private Lands Biologist.  The remainder of the training will be done by Jim Gertsma, Area Resource Soil Scientist.

Objectives
Students will be able to recognize the geologic settings that Fens are found in, to identify an area as a Fen, and to perform soils and plant identification.

Prerequisites
No prerequisites, but prior training in the Corps IV wetland training is preferred.
Duration
1 day

Type of Course
Classroom and in-field

Target Audience
Iowa field staff with a need to identify Fens.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Jim Gertsma

Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Fen Training (NRCS-IA-A1-000003) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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AGRONOMIC TRAINING AND REFRESHER

(NRCS-IA-A1-000004)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership employees with updates and new information related to agronomic practices used by NRCS customers.  
Objectives

1. Participants understand agricultural equipment used and their impact on various agricultural systems in the area.

2. Participants understand how to assess crop residue, crop rotations, erosion potential, and estimate yields and perform other common activities related to the delivery of technical assistance.

3. Participants are familiar with other technical or programmatic related agronomic issues or developments related to conservation planning and application.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

6 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom and/or field.

Target Audience

NRCS and Partner employees
Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Dan Paulsen
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Agronomic Training and Refresher (NRCS-IA-A1-000004) to your Learning Plan.
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GRAZING NATIVE PLANTS

(NRCS-IA-A1-00005)
Overview

A basic overview of how and why prescribed grazing works on native prairie pastures, as well as determining management goals using proper grazing intensity.

Objectives

· Students will learn the fundamentals of how native plants grow and how they react to grazing pressure (stocking rates), fertility and soils.

· Students will learn how to determine stocking rates relative to native plant communities.

· Students will get an idea of what results to expect from various degrees of management intensity and management goals.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

1 Day

Type of Course

Classroom/Field

Target Audience

Staff that assist private landowners and organizations with grazing technical assistance.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Dan Paulsen and Kathy Koskovich

Enrollment 

 Log in to AgLearn to add Grazing Native Plants (NRCS-IA-A1-00005) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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GRAZING SYSTEMS AND GRAZING ECOLOGY

(NRCS-IA-A1-000006)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership employees involved in technical assistance to private landowners the knowledge to understand and discuss grazing systems and grazing ecology with a focus on pastures.  Training focuses on ensuring consistent and superior delivery of technical assistance across the area served. 
Objectives

1. Understanding the plant physiology and herd behavioral factors that provide increased grazing efficiency. 

2. Be able to plan grazing infrastructure such as fence, water, and minerals and how these affect grazing efficiency and behavior

3. Understand the impact of stock density, carrying capacity, and forage species selection for seeding, species diversity in the forage base, shade needs and more.

4. Applying principles learned to develop a grazing system that includes a forage-livestock balance sheet, using approved software and planning aids to assist in meeting the landowners objectives while conserving natural resources

Prerequisites

Participants should be able to identify common livestock species, common fencing and watering materials and methods, common pasture forage species and have an interest in grazing.

Duration

12 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom and field.

Target Audience

Staff that assist private landowners and organizations with grazing technical assistance.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Dan Paulsen

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Grazing Systems and Grazing Ecology 
(NRCS-IA-A1-000006) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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TECHNICIAN REFRESHER AND UPDATE TRAINING

(NRCS-IA-A1-000007)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership technicians and other employees with updates and new information related to engineering conservation practices used in Iowa.  Training focuses on ensuring consistent and superior delivery of technical assistance across the area served. 
Objectives

Participants understand and apply the latest and best technology and procedures to deliver superior assistance in the area.

Prerequisites

Participants should be familiar or experienced with common conservation practices used by NRCS with a focus on structural practices and their survey and design methodologies.

Duration

6 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom and/or field
Target Audience

Staff that routinely surveys, designs, and oversees application of structural conservation practices used in Iowa.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Brian Meyers

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Technician Refresher and Update Training 
(NRCS-IA-A1-000007) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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WILDLIFE PLANNING
(NRCS-IA-A1-00008)
Overview

This course is designed to provide basic training for field employees to incorporate wildlife friendly options with conservation planning. 

Objectives

1. Understand basic habitat requirements of wildlife species common on private working lands in Northwest Iowa.

2. Understand how wildlife habitat and wildlife populations are affected by cropping systems and land uses.
3. Be able to plan conservation systems that maintain and improve wildlife habitat.
Prerequisites

None

Duration

6 Hours
Type of Course

Classroom and field.

Target Audience

All Area Field staff involved in conservation planning.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Dan Paulsen and Kathy Koskovich

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Wildlife Planning (NRCS-IA-A1-00008) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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WILDLIFE SEEDING TRAINING
(NRCS-IA-A1-000009)
Overview

This course will provide training to field staff on how the use the NRCS seeding calculator for designing wildlife friendly seedings.

Objectives

Expect participants to be able to effectively design seedings related to wildlife habitat and use the seeding calculator. Design seeding mixes that provide blooming plants throughout the entire growing season.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

3 Hours
Type of Course

Classroom 

Target Audience

Field staff interested in developing wildlife habitat.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Dan Paulsen and Kathy Koskovich

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Wildlife Seeding Training (NRCS-IA-A1-000009) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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WETLAND DETERMINATION FOR COMPLIANCE
(NRCS-IA-A2-000001)

Overview:
Training provides NRCS employees assistance in completing wetland determinations in the field for cropland and non cropland wetland determinations.

Objectives:
1.
Understand how to complete wetland determinations for cropland and non cropland.
2.
Understand NFSAM’s rules and procedures.

3.
Understand how to assemble an appeal folder and complete technical letters.

4.
Understand how to do soils, plants and hydrology and complete forms for wetland determinations.

Prerequisites:
Corps of Engineers Regulatory Training

Type of Course:
Classroom and field
Duration:
16 hours

Target Audience:
District Conservationists, Resource Conservationists, and Soil Conservationists that complete wetland determinations.

Iowa Training Contact:
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist:

Sue Snyder Thomas, Area Resource Conservationist, Fort Dodge AO

Enrollment:
Log into AgLearn to add Wetland Determination for Compliance (NRCS-IA-A2-000001) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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AGRONOMIC TRAINING REFRESHER
(NRCS-IA-A2-000002)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership employees with updates and new information related to agronomic practices used by customers of NRCS in north central Iowa.
Objectives

1. Participants understand various tillage implements used and their impact on no-till, minimum tillage, limited tillage, conventional tillage and all other tillage systems used in the area. 
2. Participants understand how to assess crop residue, crop rotations, erosion potential, estimate yields and perform other common methodologies related to the delivery of technical assistance in north central Iowa. 

3. Participants are familiar with other technical or programmatic related agronomic issues or developments related to conservation planning and application in north central Iowa.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

8 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom

Target Audience

NRCS and partner employees in north central Iowa.

Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Support

Teresa Snyder Thomas

Enrollment
Log into AgLearn to add Agronomic Training Refresher (NRCS-IA-A2-000002) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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TECHNICIAN REFRESHER AND UPDATE TRAINING

(NRCS-IA-A2-000004)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership technicians and other employees with updates and new information related to engineering conservation practices used in North Central Iowa. Training focuses on ensuring consistent delivery of technical assistance across the area served. Participants should be familiar or experienced with common conservation practices used by NRCS with a focus on structural practices and their survey and design methodologies. Staff that routinely surveys, designs, and oversees application of structural conservation practices used in north central Iowa. .

Objectives

Participants understand and apply the latest and best technology and procedures to deliver engineering assistance in the North Central Iowa.
Prerequisites

None

Duration

8 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom/ field
Target Audience

Staff that routinely surveys, designs and oversees implementation of conservation practices in North Central Iowa.

Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Doug Baker

Enrollment

Log into AgLearn to add Technician Refresher and Update Training
(NRCS-IA-A2-000004) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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AGRONOMIC TRAINING AND REFRESHER

(NRCS-IA-A3-000001)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership employees with updates and new information related to agronomic practices used by customers of NRCS in Northeast Iowa.  

Area 3 Training Contact is Jered Finley.
Objectives

1. Participants understand various tillage implements used and their impact on no-till, minimum tillage, limited tillage, conventional tillage and all other tillage systems used in the area.

2. Participants understand how to assess crop residue, crop rotations, erosion potential, estimate yields and perform other common activities related to the delivery of technical assistance in Northeast Iowa.

3. Participants are familiar with other technical or programmatic related agronomic issues or developments related to conservation planning and application in Northeast Iowa.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

6 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom and/or field.

Target Audience

NRCS and Partner employees within Northeast Iowa.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Jered Finley
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Agronomic Training and Refresher (NRCS-IA-A3-000001) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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AUTOCAD AND EAGLEPOINT (NRCS Uses and Objectives for these programs)
(NRCS-IA-A3-000002)
Overview

Training provides hands on experience with utilizing AutoCAD and Eaglepoint in designing typical conservation practices after survey work is complete.  Course covers software usage, tips, techniques, procedures, and standard methodologies.  Area 3 Training Contact is Jered Finley.

Objectives

Students can effectively utilize one or both software programs to accomplish their performance goals related to the design of conservation projects.

Prerequisites

Must have one or both programs available on a computer that is accessible to the student.  Must have supervisory and engineer approval to use one or both software programs.

Duration

6 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom

Target Audience

Staff that routinely develops complex engineering designs.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

George Schaefers
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add AutoCAD and Eaglepoint (NRCS-IA-A3-000002) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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BASIC RUSLE2
(NRCS-IA-A3-000003)
Overview

This course will provide new field staff with a basic introduction to the RUSLE2 program. Area 3 Training Contact is Jered Finley.

Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students will gain the ability to make simple calculations utilizing the RULSE2 program.
Prerequisites

None

Duration

6 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom

Target Audience

All Area 3 new employees involved in conservation planning and conservation application.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Jered Finley

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Basic RUSLE2 (NRCS-IA-A3-000003) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CONDUCTING CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE REVIEWS
(NRCS-IA-A3-000004)
Overview

This course will provide field staff training in how to conduct conservation compliance reviews.  Area 3 Training Contact is Jered Finley.
Objectives

Upon successfully completing this course, field staff will have the knowledge required to conduct conservation compliance reviews.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

6 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom and field

Target Audience

All Area 3 Field Office Employees who do conservation compliance reviews.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Jered Finley

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Conducting Conservation Compliance Reviews 
(NRCS-IA-A3-000004) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CULTURAL RESOURCES AREA REFRESHER
(NRCS-IA-A3-000005)
Overview 
This one day training course will provide information on alluvial fan recognition and other high probability cultural resources sites in order to assist agency personnel to identify and avoid disturbance of sites likely to have cultural resources.  The first hour of the training will be conducted indoors with the remainder of the day spent in the field.  Area 3 Training Contact is Jered Finley.

Objectives 
Students will be able to identify landscape positions with a high probability for cultural resources.

Prerequisites
No prerequisites, but prior training in cultural resources is preferred.

Type of Course
Classroom and field

Duration
6 Hours

Target Audience
Area 3 field staff with a need to identify high probability cultural resource areas.

Iowa Training Contact
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist
Richard Rogers

Enrollment 
Log in to AgLearn to add Cultural Resources Area Refresher (NRCS-IA-A3-000005) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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FARM BILL PROGRAM UPDATE
(NRCS-IA-A3-000006)
Overview

This course will provide field staff training in how to carry out their responsibilities in EQIP, WHIP, CSP, and CSP-2008.  Area 3 Training Contact is Jered Finley.
Objectives

Upon successfully completing this course, field staff will have the knowledge required to work with producers to develop and implement program contracts for the farm bill conservation programs.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

6 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom

Target Audience

All Area 3 Field Office Employees who work with producers in planning, developing, and implementing farm bill contracts.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Joe Smith
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Farm Bill Program Update (NRCS-IA-A3-000006) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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GRAZING SYSTEMS AND GRAZING ECOLOGY

(NRCS-IA-A3-000007)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership employees involved in technical assistance to private landowners the knowledge to understand and discuss grazing systems and grazing ecology with a focus on pastures.  Training focuses on ensuring consistent and superior delivery of technical assistance across the area served.  Area 3 Training Contact is Jered Finley.

Objectives

1. Understanding the plant physiology and herd behavioral factors that provide increased grazing efficiency. 

2. Be able to plan grazing infrastructure such as fence, water, and minerals and how these affect grazing efficiency and behavior

3. Understand the impact of stock density, carrying capacity, and forage species selection for seeding, species diversity in the forage base, shade needs and more.

4. Applying principles learned to develop a grazing system that includes a forage-livestock balance sheet, using approved software and planning aids to assist in meeting the landowners objectives while conserving natural resources

Prerequisites

Participants should be able to identify common livestock species, common fencing and watering materials and methods, common pasture forage species and have an interest in grazing.

Duration

12 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom and field.

Target Audience

Staff that assist private landowners and organizations with grazing technical assistance.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Jim Ranum

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Grazing Systems and Grazing Ecology (NRCS-IA-A3-000007) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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SOIL QUALITY

(NRCS-IA-A3-000008)
Overview

This course will provide field staff a basic understanding of soil quality.  Area 3 Training Contact is Jered Finley.
Objectives

1. Understand what soil quality is and why it is important.

2. Understand how soil quality is affected by cropping systems and land uses.

3. How to plan conservation systems that maintain and improve soil quality.

4. How to use the soil quality test kit and the soil conditioning index.
Prerequisites

None

Duration

6 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom and field

Target Audience

All Area 3 Field staff involved in planning and applying conservation practices.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Bob Vobora

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Soil Quality (NRCS-IA-A3-000008) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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TECHNICIAN REFRESHER AND UPDATE TRAINING

(NRCS-IA-A3-000009)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership technicians and other employees with updates and new information related to engineering conservation practices used in Northeast Iowa.  Training focuses on ensuring consistent and superior delivery of technical assistance across the area served.  Area 3 Training Contact is Jered Finley.

Objectives

Participants understand and apply the latest and best technology and procedures to deliver superior assistance in the Northeast Iowa area.

Prerequisites

Participants should be familiar or experienced with common conservation practices used by NRCS with a focus on structural practices and their survey and design methodologies.

Duration

6 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom and in some years field visits may occur.

Target Audience

Staff that routinely surveys, designs, and oversees application of structural conservation practices used in Northeast Iowa.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

George Schaefers

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Technician Refresher and Update Training 
(NRCS-IA-A3-000009) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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WETLAND DETERMINATION FOR COMPLIANCE
(NRCS-IA-A3-000010)

Overview:
Training provides NRCS employees knowledge to complete wetland determinations in the field for cropland and non cropland.  Area 3 Training Contact is Jered Finley.
Objectives:
1.
Understand how to complete wetland determinations for cropland and non cropland.
2.
Understand NFSAM’s rules and procedures.

3.
Understand how to assemble an appeal folder and complete technical letters.

4.
Understand how to evaluate soils, plants and hydrology and complete forms for wetland determinations.

Prerequisites:
Corps of Engineers Wetland Training

Type of Course:
Classroom and field
Duration:
12 hours

Target Audience:
District Conservationists, Resource Conservationists, and Soil Conservationists that complete wetland determinations.

Iowa Training Contact:
Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist:

Jered Finley and Bob Vobora

Enrollment:
Log into AgLearn to add Wetland Determination for Compliance (NRCS-IA-A3-000010) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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WILDLIFE PLANNING
(NRCS-IA-A3-000011)
Overview

This course is designed to provide basic training for field employees to incorporate wildlife friendly options when conservation planning.  Area 3 Training Contact is 
Jered Finley.
Objectives

1. Understand basic habitat requirements of wildlife species common on private working lands in Northeast Iowa.

2. Understand how wildlife habitat and wildlife populations are affected by cropping systems and land uses.  
3. Be able to plan conservation systems that maintain and improve wildlife habitat.
Prerequisites

None

Duration

 6 Hours
Type of Course

Classroom and field.

Target Audience

All Area 3 Field staff involved in conservation planning.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Greg Schmitt and Jered Finley

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Wildlife Planning (NRCS-IA-A3-000011) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa

	[image: image84.png]



	Natural Resources
Conservation Service
	


ALLUVIAL FAN TRAINING

NRCS-IA-A4-000001
Overview

This course is designed to provide an awareness of alluvial fan landscapes as a potential cultural resource. 

Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to identify alluvial fans on the landscape and gain an understanding of the procedures required when an alluvial fan is found on a site for a conservation practice.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

1 day
Type of Course

Classroom and in-field. (Course will be offered only when 20 participants sign-up)

Target Audience

All Area 4 Field staff.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Julie McMichael.

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Alluvial Fan Training (NRCS-IA-A4-000001) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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BASIC RUSLE2
NRCS-IA-A4-000002
Overview

This course will provide new field staff with a basic introduction to the RUSLE2 program.

Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students will gain the ability to make simple calculations utilizing the RULSE2 program.
Prerequisites

None

Duration

6 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom

Target Audience

All Area 4 new employees involved in conservation planning.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Kevin Kuhn
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Basic RUSLE2 (NRCS-IA-A4-000002) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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BASIC WETLAND TRAINING
NRCS-IA-A4-000003
Overview

This course will provide basic wetland training to technicians to provide an awareness of what constitutes a wetland.

Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students will gain a general understanding of wetlands and characteristics that would assist in identifying potential problem areas.
Prerequisites

None

Duration

 8 Hours 
Type of Course

Classroom and in-field

Target Audience

Area 4 field technicians that have not had other wetland training.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Julie McMichael
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Basic Wetland Training (NRCS-IA-A4-000003) to your Learning Plan.
	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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CONDUCTING CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE REVIEWS
NRCS-IA-A4-000004
Overview

This course will provide field staff training in how to conduct conservation compliance reviews.

Objectives

Upon successfully completing this course, field staff will have the knowledge required to conduct conservation compliance reviews. 

Prerequisites

None

Duration

 6 Hours 
Type of Course

Classroom and in-field

Target Audience

All Area 4 Field Office Employees who do conservation compliance reviews.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Kevin Kuhn
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Conducting Conservation Compliance Reviews
(NRCS-IA-A4-000004) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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DESIGNING TERRACES AND WATERWAYS
NRCS-IA-A4-000005
Overview

This course is small group training on tile design for terraces and waterways. This includes design of intakes, relief-wells, and tile lines for no-pressure flow. Paper analysis of drainage tile will be included as well.

Objectives

Participants will gain understanding in hydraulic design of intakes and tile lines.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

 1 day
Type of Course

Classroom 

Target Audience

Jeffery Godwin
Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Jeffrey Godwin
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Designing Terraces and Waterways (NRCS-IA-A4-000005) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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GRAZING BASICS

NRCS-IA-A4-000006
Overview

A basic overview of how and why prescribed grazing works and what we should expect from improving grazing management.

Objectives

· Students will learn the fundamentals of how plants grow and how they react to grazing pressure, fertility and soils.

· Students will gain an understanding of how managing pasture effects plant growth and health.

· Students will get an idea of what results to expect from various degrees of management intensity.
Prerequisites

None

Duration

 6 Hours 
Type of Course

Classroom

Target Audience

All Area 4 Field Office Employees

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Kevin Kuhn
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Grazing Basics (NRCS-IA-A4-000006) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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HYDRIC SOILS REFRESHER
NRCS-IA-A4-000007

Overview

This course will provide field staff a review of the hydric soil criteria used in wetland determinations and field identification of hydric soils.

Objectives

This training will insure that field staff has a general understanding of hydric soils for wetland and hydic soil determinations for programs. 

Prerequisites

Hydric Soils, Soil Survey or Wetland Training

Duration

8 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom and in-field

Target Audience

All Area 4 Field staff involved in wetland and/or hydric soils determinations.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Julie McMichael
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Hydric Soils Refresher (NRCS-IA-A4-000007) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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SEEDING TRAINING
NRCS-IA-A4-000008
Overview

This course will provide training to field staff on how the use the NRCS seeding calculator for designing wildlife friendly seedings.

Objectives

Expect participants to be able to effectively design seedings related to wildlife habitat and use the seeding calculator.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

3 Hours
Type of Course

Classroom 

Target Audience

All Area 4 Field staff interested in wildlife habitat.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Larry Beeler
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Seeding Training (NRCS-IA-A4-000008) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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WATERWAY OUTLET TRAINING
NRCS-IA-A4-000009
Overview

This course is small group training on various types and design of waterway outlets. Included will be pipe drops, rock chutes, sheet pile weirs, and others. Design procedures for hydraulics and geologic conservations will be covered. 

Objectives

Participants will gain understanding in hydraulic design of waterway outlets.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

1 day
Type of Course

Classroom 

Target Audience

All Area 4 Field staff involved in waterway design.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Jeffrey Godwin
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Waterway Outlet Training (NRCS-IA-A4-000009) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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WILDLIFE PLANNING
NRCS-IA-A4-000010
Overview

This course is designed to provide basic training for field employees to incorporate wildlife friendly options when conservation planning with decision makers.

Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, participants will be expected to be able to develop a plan for a landowner with wildlife related practices and programs.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

1 day
Type of Course

Classroom and in-field.

Target Audience

All Area 4 Field staff interested in wildlife conservation planning.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Larry Beeler/DNR Biologist
Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Wildlife Planning (NRCS-IA-A4-000010) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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AUTOCAD AND EAGLEPOINT (NRCS Uses and Objectives for these programs)
(NRCS-IA-A5-001)
Overview

Training provides hands on experience with utilizing AutoCAD and Eaglepoint in designing typical conservation practices after survey work is complete.  Course covers software usage, tips, techniques, procedures, and standard methodologies.  Area 5 Training Contact is Jess Jackson.

Objectives

Students can effectively utilize one or both software programs to accomplish their performance goals related to the design of conservation projects.

Prerequisites

Must have one or both programs available on a computer that is accessible to the student.  Must have supervisory and engineer approval to use one or both software programs.

Duration

8 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom

Target Audience

Staff that routinely develops complex engineering designs.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Doug Morningstar

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add AutoCAD and Eaglepoint (NRCS-IA-A5-001) to your Learning Plan.

	United States Department of Agriculture 
	Iowa
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TECHNICIAN REFRESHER AND UPDATE TRAINING

(NRCS-IA-A5-002)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership technicians and other employees with updates and new information related to engineering conservation practices used in Southeast Iowa.  Training focuses on ensuring consistent and superior delivery of technical assistance across the area served.  Area 5 Training Contact is Jess Jackson.

Objectives

Participants understand and apply the latest and best technology and procedures to deliver superior assistance in the Southeastern Iowa area.

Prerequisites

Participants should be familiar or experienced with common conservation practices used by NRCS with a focus on structural practices and their survey and design methodologies.

Duration

8 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom and in some years field visits may occur.

Target Audience

Staff that routinely surveys, designs, and oversees application of structural conservation practices used in Southeast Iowa.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Doug Morningstar

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Technician Refresher and Update Training 
(NRCS-IA-A5-002) to your Learning Plan.
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UNDERSTANDING GRAZING SYSTEMS AND GRAZING ECOLOGY

(NRCS-IA-A5-003)

Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership employees involved in technical assistance to private landowners the knowledge to understand and discuss grazing systems and grazing ecology with a focus on pastures.  Training focuses on ensuring consistent and superior delivery of technical assistance across the area served.  
Objectives -
1. Understand Types of Grazing Management Systems: continuous, rotational, management intensive and ultra high density.  Defining each and analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of each one.

2. Understand Utilization – understanding the difference between temporal and seasonal utilization and its impact on grazing efficiency systems for pasture and ecologically based grazing for range/prairie.

3. Analyze Fencing types and when to use them:  Physical versus psychological barriers, permanent vs. temporary fencing, how kind/class of livestock plus wildlife can affect fencing choices.

4. Analyze Livestock watering systems and methods: Analysis is focused on research into spatial distribution of water, water quality and quantity for livestock, delivery and storage methods.  

5. Understand balancing forage yield, economic returns, conservation of resources by analyzing plant physiology, animal physiology, and animal psychology plus the impacts of fertilizer vs. legume usage, species selection and management.

6. Analyze the key technical differences between managing rangeland grazing and pasture grazing.

7. Identify major livestock kinds and breeds and understand grazing preferences and how they interact.

8. Awareness of behavioral modification to get livestock, especially cattle, to graze weeds.  Awareness of difference between noxious and toxic plant species.

9. Synthesis of the Iowa Livestock-Forage Balance Spreadsheet for including understanding how to get the most precise and accurate outputs from data entered.
Prerequisites

Grazing Basics or Participants should be able to identify common livestock species, common fencing and watering materials and methods, common pasture forage species, common grazing management systems and have an interest in grazing.

Duration

16 Hours or more
Type of Course

Classroom and field
Target Audience

NRCS employees and partners that provide planning to livestock producers and landowners
Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Jess Jackson Jr.

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Understanding Grazing Systems and Grazing Ecology 
(NRCS-IA-A5-003) to your Learning Plan.
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THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES OF SOUTHEAST IOWA

(NRCS-IA-A5-004)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership employees with updates and new information related to threatened and endangered species in Southeast Iowa.  Training will also discuss species of concern.  Training focuses on ensuring consistent and superior delivery of technical assistance across the area served.  Area 5 Training Contact is 
Jess Jackson.

Objectives

1. Participants understand how the Endangered Species Act applies to the daily functions of their provision of technical assistance to private landowners and other customers.

2. Participants understand how to correctly document the presence or absence of endangered species on any forms or other materials related to the planning and application of conservation practices.  

Prerequisites

None
Duration

4 Hours

Type of Course

Field, Class, or a mixture.

Target Audience

NRCS or partnership employees within Southeast Iowa.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Kevin Andersen, Iowa DNR Private Lands Biologist

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Threatened and Endangered Species of Southeast Iowa (NRCS-IA-A5-004) to your Learning Plan.
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AGRONOMIC TRAINING AND REFRESHER

(NRCS-IA-A5-005)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership employees with updates and new information related to agronomic practices used by customers of NRCS in Southeastern Iowa.  

Area 5 Training Contact is Jess Jackson.
Objectives

1. Participants understand various tillage implements used and their impact on no-till, minimum tillage, limited tillage, conventional tillage and all other tillage systems used in the area.

2. Participants understand how to assess crop residue, crop rotations, erosion potential, estimate yields and perform other common methodologies related to the delivery of technical assistance in Southeast Iowa.

3. Participants are familiar with other technical or programmatic related agronomic issues or developments related to conservation planning and application in Southeast Iowa.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

8 Hours

Type of Course

Classroom, field, or a mixture.

Target Audience

NRCS and Partner employees within Southeast Iowa.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Shawn Dettman

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Agronomic Training and Refresher (NRCS-IA-A5-005) to your Learning Plan.
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PEST MANAGEMENT

(NRCS-IA-A5-006)
Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership employees with information needed to understand how to utilize the NRCS Practice “Pest Management” appropriately in cropland, pasture, wildlife and other landuses.  Area 5 Training Contact is 

Jess Jackson.
Objectives

1. Participants understand the differing types of pest management to include biological, chemical and mechanical.

2. Participants can apply the necessary steps in planning to assess pest management needs and apply that knowledge to develop a technically sound pest management plan that meets landowner objectives and resource needs.

3.
Participants understand common technical terms such as economic threshold, 
LD-50, scouting, calibration and other terms as needed.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

8 Hours

Type of Course

Field, Class, or a mixture.

Target Audience

NRCS or Partner employees within Southeast Iowa.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Shawn Dettman

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Pest Management (NRCS-IA-A5-006) to your Learning Plan.
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NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT

(NRCS-IA-A5-007)

Overview

Training provides NRCS and partnership employees with information needed to understand how to utilize the NRCS Practice “Nutrient Management” appropriately in cropland, pasture, wildlife and other land uses.  Area 5 Training Contact is Jess Jackson.

Objectives

1.
Participants understand the differing types of nutrient management to include commercial fertilizer, manure, green manure, etc.

2.
Participants can apply the necessary steps in planning to assess nutrient management needs and apply that knowledge to develop a technically sound nutrient management plan that meets landowner objectives and resource needs.

3.
Participants understand common technical terms such as P-index, heavy metals, usage rates etc.

4.
Participants also understand how to read a commonly used soils test result and apply that knowledge as needed to assess the management needed or being used.

5.
This is course is NOT designed to teach participants how to develop a certified nutrient management plan.

Prerequisites

None

Duration

8 Hours

Type of Course

Field, Class, or a mixture.

Target Audience

NRCS or partner employees within Southeast Iowa.

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones
Technical Specialist

Shawn Dettman

Enrollment

Log in to AgLearn to add Nutrient Management (NRCS-IA-A5-007) to your Learning Plan.
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GRAZING BASICS

NRCS-IA-A5-008
Overview

A basic overview of Grazing Systems, Grazing Animals and how to provide technical assistance to livestock producers.

Objectives

· Participants learn the fundamentals of how forage plants grow and how they react to grazing pressure, fertility and soils.

· Participants learn the four major grazing management systems and how to explain and differentiate between systems: Continuous, Rotational, Management Intensive Grazing, and Ultra High Density or Mob Grazing

· Participants will learn about the major livestock kinds and classes with discussion of minor kinds based upon class needs

· How the 9 step planning process applies to grazing with emphasis on fencing, water, setting up a rotational management system, and explaining carrying capacity, stocking rate, stock density, and utilization.

· Participants learn to use the Iowa Livestock Forage Balance Sheet for non-complex grazing systems.
Prerequisites

None

Duration

 12 Hours 
Type of Course

Classroom with potential for field

Target Audience

Field Office Employees and new employees at higher levels

Iowa Training Contact

Sondra Folsom Jones

Technical Specialist

Jesse Jackson
Enrollment
Log in to AgLearn to add Grazing Basics (NRCS-IA-A5-008) to your Learning Plan.
