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Title 420 — General Manual
Part 401 — Cultural Resources

Subpart C — Policy

IA401.21 Considering Cultural Resources in NRCS Programs and Activities

(C) (1) lowa NRCS employees shall identify cultural resources and historic properties early in
the NRCS planning and environmental review process for all assistance activities, to
determine if a planned conservation practice has the potential to affect cultural resources
and historic properties. See 190-H, IA Amend 1, Appendix A, Conservation Practices
Potential to Affect Cultural Resources (NCRPH).

(4) NRCS shall ensure that initial identification of cultural resources, including historic
properties, will be conducted by trained NRCS personnel, or trained conservation partners in
consultation with NRCS. Trained employees are Certified Conservation Planners that have
completed the NRCS cultural resources training modules.

(5) (a) If during the planning of a conservation system or practice cultural resources are
identified, avoidance is the method that field offices shall use to consider cultural resources.
Avoidance is achieved by relocating the practice or selecting alternative practices that have
no potential to affect the resource.

(5) (b) NRCS shall ensure that if identified cultural resources cannot be avoided and may be
affected by a proposed undertaking, then at the direction of the State Conservationist, the
State Archeologist will evaluate the identified property to determine potential National
Register of Historic Places eligibility. This evaluation must completely delineate the
boundaries of the identified property.

(5) (c) When cemeteries, burials, and burial mounds are recognized the field office will
immediately turn the process over to the State Archeologist.

(420-GM, IA Amend 4, February 2009)



