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Oklahoma Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) 

Guidelines for Entity Applications for GRP Easements 

 

APPLICATION SUBMISSION DEADLINES AND ADDRESSES:  Applications for entity 
participation in the GRP will be received on a continuous basis at the Oklahoma NRCS 
State Office.  The ranking and application evaluation period for fiscal year 2010 funding 
will occur after February 19, 2010.  Only applications received in the NRCS State Office 
by close of business on February 19, 2010, with accompanying eligible applications on file 
at the county Farm Service Agency (FSA) office, will be considered in the evaluations for 
FY-2010 funding. An application’s postmark date is not a factor in whether the application 
is received on time. The applicant assumes the risk of any delays in proposal delivery.  
Applications are to be submitted to: 

Ron Hilliard, State Conservationist 
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service 
100 USDA, Suite 206 
Stillwater, OK 74074-2655 

 
The NRCS State Office will accept proposals from eligible entities that have pending 
offers for acquiring conservation easements for the purposes of protecting eligible GRP 
grasslands by limiting nonagricultural use and conversion of the grassland to other uses. 
 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS: Applications must provide the information set forth 
below for evaluation and ranking for GRP funding: 
 
 Documentation on the applicant: Organization name, contact person, mailing 

address, phone, e-mail, etc. 

 Documentation that the applicant is an organization capable of purchasing, 
managing, and enforcing conservation easements. Documentation of the 
applicant’s resources in terms of the number and ability of staff that will be 
dedicated to monitoring easement stewardship. Documentation on the availability 
of funds for the GRP parcel(s) proposed to be acquired. 

 The name(s) of the landowners on which application has been made for 
participation in the GRP easement option at the county FSA office.   
NOTE:  The landowner working with the entity will need to submit the required 
forms for GRP participation to the FSA or NRCS office in the county in which the 
property is located, to establish program eligibility of the land and the landowner.  
All eligibility requirements (HELC and AGI) must be met prior to the deadline 

 The legal description and the total acres of each property. 

 Authorized signature for the organization submitting the application. 

 
APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION:  Proposals must contain the 
information set forth above.  Applicants should not assume prior knowledge on the part of 
NRCS as to the relative merits of the project described in the application. Applications 
must be submitted hard copy to Ron Hilliard, State Conservationist. Applications are to be 
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typewritten on 8½” x 11” white paper, double spaced, and on one side only.  The text of 
the proposal must be typewritten in a font no smaller than 12-point, with one-inch margins. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SUBMISSION:  Receipt of all applications submitted will be 
acknowledged. NRCS will acknowledge receipt of the application by letter.  If the applicant 
does not receive an acknowledgment within 10 days of their submission, please contact 
the NRCS State office. 
 
APPLICATION REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS:  Applications meeting the 
requirements of this announcement will be evaluated and ranked by the State 
Conservationist utilizing the GRP ranking criteria for the sign-up.  The ranking and 
evaluation process will begin immediately after February 19, 2010, and preliminary 
selection of approved parcels is expected to be announced no later than April 1, 2010. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESSING: Applicants who have been selected will receive official 
notification from the NRCS State Conservationist.  Applicants whose proposals have not 
been selected will also be notified by official letter. Applications selected for funding will be 
processed through a cooperative agreement between the eligible entity and the NRCS 
providing funding to the entity for the purchase of the GRP easement. 
 
The cooperative agreement will address: 

1. The easement type, terms, and conditions; 
2. The management and enforcement of the rights acquired; 
3. The role and responsibilities of NRCS and the cooperating entity; 
4. The responsibilities of the easement manager on lands acquired with GRP 

assistance;  
5. Other requirements deemed necessary by the NRCS to provide for the terms and 

conditions of the GRP funding. 
 
OKLAHOMA GRP CONTACT FOR NRCS:  Applicants with questions related to the GRP 
in Oklahoma or the requirements for submissions of an entity application should direct 
their questions to the following contact in the Oklahoma State Office: 

Suzanne Collier, Resource Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
100 USDA, Suite 206 
Stillwater, OK 74074-2655 
Phone: (405) 742-1234 
Suzanne.Collier@ok.usda.gov 

 


