



The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides emergency restoration for eligible projects that relieve imminent threat to life and property due to impairments to the watershed through the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program.  To be eligible for the program all projects must be sponsored by a political subdivision of the State, such as a city, county, general improvement district, or conservation district as long as they have the power of eminent domain.  The sponsor will bear a minimum of 25% of the total construction cost in the form of cash and/or in-kind services.  NRCS will administer the contract through competitive bidding and pay for up to 75% of the total construction cost.  The sponsor is responsible for all easements on private and public property; required permits through the Corp of Engineers (COE), Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), and other required local permits.   

Public and private landowners are eligible for this assistance, but must be represented by a sponsor.  What triggers this assistance is a storm event that causes a threat to life or property.  A request for assistance from the sponsor must be submitted within 60 days of the event causing the disaster.  The sponsor’s financial resources must have been strained by the other work associated with the storm event.  Furthermore, all EWP projects must be economically and environmentally defensible and be sound from an engineering standpoint.  
EWP funds cannot be used to solve problems that existed before the disaster event or to pay for work already completed by the landowner.  EWP can not pay for normal operation and maintenance work, or repair private or public transportation facilities or utilities.  EWP cannot adversely affect downstream water rights.  EWP cannot be used to install measures not essential to the reduction of the hazards.  EWP funds cannot be used to perform work on measures installed by another federal agency including state highways or federal-aid highways that are eligible for the Emergency Relief Program through the Federal Highway Administration.

A case-by-case investigation of the needed work is made by NRCS.  EWP work can include: removing debris from stream channels, concrete road culverts, bridges; reshaping and protecting eroded banks; reseeding damaged areas.

If a public or private landowner has areas that have suffered severe damages from a storm event and feel they qualify under the EWP program.  They are encouraged to contact local city or county governments, or general improvement district, or conservation district to be a sponsor and request assistance from NRCS.

The sponsor’s application should be in the form of a letter signed by an official of the sponsoring organization.  The letter should include information on the nature, location, and scope of the problem for which assistance is requested.  Sponsors should send their request to the:

 State Conservationist

 USDA-NRCS
 100 USDA-Suite 206
 Stillwater, OK 74074.







