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The Lesser Prairie Chicken Initiative (LEPC) in Oklahoma was implemented during the waning moments

of the funding cycle. While this
initiative was rolled out as a 5 state
cooperative initiative between Texas,
Oklahoma, New Mexico, Colorado, and
Kansas, there was flexibility to
implement recommendations gathered
through the locally led process. A
meeting was held in Woodward with
stakeholders to identify the main
concerns and establish project
boundaries. Counties which included
the existing range of the LEPC were
selected as a high priority region while
adjacent counties were identified as
eligible to participate.
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Acres impacted by the LEPC Initiative through habitat restoration and

enhancement work.

Despite a relatively short time frame
for promotion of this program, a
reasonable number of applications
were submitted and evaluated. In the
end, 19 applications were selected for
funding. This includes contracts
developed through both the Wildlife
Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)
and the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP). Funds
were distributed throughout the
existing range of the LEPC for a variety

of practices that will enhance habitat
for the LEPC.

Over $540,000 was obligated through EQIP and an additional $95,850 was obligated through WHIP.
These funds were used to establish contracts that will restore or enhance LEPC habitat on over 18,000

acres. The most common practice planned was brush management, which was predominately

mechanical control of eastern redcedar. This practice was planned on nearly 5,000 acres at a cost of

roughly $500,000. Prescribed burning was planned on the most acres with roughly 9,000 acres being



treated to control or
prevent cedar
encroachment and enhance
habitat for the LEPC.
Additional practices that
were implemented in this
initiative included upland
wildlife habitat
management, prescribed
grazing, range planting,
pipelines, and watering
facilities.

The LEPC initiative is
scheduled to continue for at
least the next three years

with similar levels of funding.

Dollars obligated through WHIP and EQIP is support of the LEPC during FY

2010 for a variety of practices.




