
NRCS Completes Conference Report with USFWS 
on the Lesser Prairie Chicken 

LPCI 1 

HFRP 2 

Water Resources 3 

Engineering 5 

Zone 1 Review 6 

Zone 2 Review 8 

Zone 3 Review 9 

Zone 4 Review 11 

Inside This Issue: 

Oklahoma Conservation          
Partnership Report 

November 2011 

www.ok.nrcs.usda.gov 

Natural Resources Conservation Service                                      
100 USDA, Suite 106                                                                       
Stillwater, OK 74074                                                                        
405.742.1204 

VISION:  Productive Lands - Healthy  Environment -- MISSION:  Helping People Help the Land 

NRCS began implementation of a 5 state Lesser Prairie Chicken Initiative ( LPCI )  
over 2 years ago in an effort to facilitate landscape-level improvements across the 
range of the LPC.  The LPCI is based on a  targeted conservation systems ap-
proach to implement practices to manage, enhance and expand the habitat of the 
LPC.  The LPCI is comprised of three key components: 1 )  focus technical and fi-
nancial  resources on  priority LPC areas to implement practices that support the 
needs of the LPC; 2 )  develop and implement a plan of monitoring and assessment 
of on the ground efforts and; 3 )  develop and implement an outreach and training 
program to educate landowners and other professionals. 

Collaboration with many stakeholders has taken place to ensure that the activities 
of NRCS complement the efforts  currently underway by other partners.  Part of this 
collaboration has been the development of a Conference Report ( CR)  between 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service ( USFWS )  and NRCS.  This report was finalized 
in June, 2011, and contains the USFWS analysis of the expected adverse, benign, 
and beneficial effects likely to result from implementation of NRCS conservation 
practices within LPC Action Area (shown here). 

What does the LPCI-CR do for NRCS and its coop-
erators? It evaluates the collective effects of   imple-
menting NRCS conservation practices and related 
planning processes on the LPC and its habitats.  It 
provides certainty to cooperators who voluntarily 
implement the NRCS conservation practices and  
measures covered in the CR in that those actions 
will be compliant with the ESA while the LPC is a 
candidate species.  The CR will not provide certainty 
if the species is listed.   Therefore, the next step in 
this process is the agencies will now begin work to 
develop a conference opinion.  The conference 
opinion will include “ incidental take ”  provisions 
and provide additional levels of certainty for NRCS 
and our cooperators should the species be listed. 
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Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) Enrollment Continues to 
Increase 

PARTNERSHIP REPORT - NOVEMBER 2011 PAGE 2 

In September, NRCS closed on two more permanent conservation easements in the HFRP.  Both 
easements are in Delaware County.  This brings the total acres under permanent easement to 
875.29 acres. 

In August and September, NRCS extended offers on the highest ranking 2011 applications.  Ten 
offers were extended and eight of  those offers were accepted.  This raises the acres that have been 
approved for enrollment from 4,348 to 5,489 acres. 

Restoration work is already underway on two of  the approved HFRP projects and forest stand im-
provement through selective chemical thinning has been completed on 749 acres. The first in a se-
ries of  prescribed burns have been completed on 869 acres. 

Oklahoma has expended all HFRP funds that were allocated for FY-2011, the due diligence work 
on approvals, the enrollments, and restoration contracts funded this year amounted to over $3.52 
million. 

Programs Obligations in Oklahoma for Primary 2008 Farm Bill Programs 

Program 2009 2010 2011 TOTALS 

Financial Assistance Programs         

Agriculture Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) $739,900 $888,000 $1,099,822 $2,727,722 

Conservation Security Program (CSP) $5,557,400 $4,363,100 $3,568,766 $13,489,266 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) *   $16,175,900 $27,036,104 $43,212,004 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) $20,874,200 $22,061,800 $22,378,303 $65,314,303 

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) $1,375,800 $845,900 $184,249 $2,405,949 

*Conservation Stewardship Program 2011 obligations include $15,912,804 for prior year contract payments in 2011  

  

Easement Programs 
        

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) $268,000 $276,500 $0 $544,500 

Grasslands Reserve Program (GRP) $1,400,000 $2,450,000 $1,475,300 $5,325,300 

Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) $6,600 $976,300 $3,523,600 $4,506,500 

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) $4,403,900 $8,153,400 $8,134,468 $20,691,768 

Annual Totals 
$34,625,800 $56,190,900 $67,400,612   



Water Resources Report - submitted by Bill Porter 
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Status of Oklahoma Watershed Rehabilitation Projects as of 11-21-11  

      

Watershed Dam No. County 
Conservation Dis-
trict Status   

      

 In Planning  

Upper Black Bear 62 Noble Noble County CD Estimated completion 3-1-12  

      

 Planning Completed - Awaiting Design  

Sallisaw Creek 32 Sequoyah 
Sequoyah County 
CD Pending Landrights  

Sallisaw Creek  29 Sequoyah 
Sequoyah County 
CD Pending  

      

 In Design  

Quapaw Creek 15M Lincoln Lincoln County CD Pending  

Barntiz Creek 1 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 12-15-11  

Barntiz Creek 11 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 8-1-12  

Barnitz Creek 5 Dewey Dewey County CD Estimated completion 3-1-13  

Sallisaw Creek  28 Sequoyah 
Sequoyah County 
CD Estimated completion 4-15-12  

Sallisaw Creek  30 Sequoyah 
Sequoyah County 
CD Estimated completion 6-15-12  

Fourche Maline 7M Latimer Latimer County CD Estimated completion 5-1-13  

Cottonwood Creek 16 Canadian East Canadian CD Estimated completion 6-1-13  

Cobb Creek 3 Washita Deer Creek CD   

      

 Planning & Design Completed - Awaiting Construction  

Cottonwood Creek 54 Logan Logan County CD Pending Landrights  

Sallisaw Creek 34 Sequoyah 
Sequoyah County 
CD Pending Landrights  

Sallisaw Creek 26 Adair Adair County CD Estimated start 2-1-12  

Upper Clear Boggy  33 Pontotoc 
Pontotoc County 
CD Estimated start 12-15-11 *ARRA 

Upper Clear Boggy  34 Pontotoc 
Pontotoc County 
CD Estimated start 2-15-12 *ARRA 

Sallisaw Creek 33 Sequoyah 
Sequoyah County 
CD Pending  

Ft Cobb Laterals 10 Caddo 
South Caddo 
County CD Estimated start 10-1-11  



Water Resources cont…... 

PARTNERSHIP REPORT - NOVEMBER 2011 PAGE 4 

 Under Construction  

Cobb Creek 1 Washita Deer Creek CD 
Estimated completion 
2-15-12  

Turkey Creek 9 Washita 
Washita County 
CD 

Estimated completion 
2-1-12  

Upper Clear Boggy 35 Pontotoc 
Pontotoc County 
CD 

Estimated completion 
12-15-11 *ARRA 

Sugar Creek  L-44 Caddo 
South Caddo 
County CD 

Estimated completion 
9-1-12 *ARRA 

Cottonwood Creek 15 Kingfisher 
Kingfisher County 
CD 

Estimated completion 
2-1-12 *ARRA 

Upper Clear Boggy 36 Pontotoc 
Pontotoc County 
CD 

Estimated completion 
4-15-12  

Caney-Coon Creek 2M Coal Coal County CD 
Estimated completion 
12-1-12  

      

  Rehabilitation Completed   

Sandstone Creek 16A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   

Barnitz Creek 14 Dewey Dewey County CD   

Mill Creek 18 Johnston 
Johnston County 
CD   

Double Creek 1,2,3,4,5,6 Washington Caney Valley CD   

Cavalry Creek 6 Washita 
Washita County 
CD   

Sandstone Creek 12,17A Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   

Sergeant Major Creek 1,2 Roger Mills Upper Washita CD   

Cobb Creek 2 Washita Deer Creek CD   

Sallisaw Creek 15,16,20 Adair Adair County CD   

Big Wewoka Creek 29 Seminole 
Seminole County 
CD   

Cottonwood Creek 17 Canadian East Canadian CD   

Sallisaw Creek 18M Adair Adair County CD  *ARRA 

Sugar Creek  L-43 Caddo 
West Caddo 
County CD  *ARRA 

    *American Recovery  

    Reinvestment Act  
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Engineering Report - submitted by Chris Stoner 

Geologic Investigation Is Underway at Fourche Maline No. 7M in Latimer County, Oklahoma 

Drilling and sampling at Fourche Maline No. 7M was completed on November 7, 2011.  Gregg Hudson, Ge-
ologist in the NRCS State Office in Stillwater, contracted Terracon out of Oklahoma City to perform the drilling 
services.  Michael Bryan, NRCS District Conservationist in Wilburton, worked with City of Wilburton to gain 
approval/access to conduct the drilling.  The geologic investigation is being conducted in advance of design-
ing the proposed rehabilitation for this structure and its appurtenances to bring it into compliance as a high 
hazard classified dam.  Drilling and sampling were also completed on Barnitz Creek No. 5 & 11 in Dewey 
County in August of 2011, and the geologic investigations are underway for those high hazard dams as well. 

Rig mobilized to the top of the auxiliary spillway embankment.  

Gregg logging samples collected from drill hole 209.  

Excavation at test pit 2108; borrow area investigation 



Zone 1 Review - submitted by Lanny Miller 
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KINGFISHER COUNTY Field Service Center 

Kingfisher County Conservation District and NRCS conducted a conservation education day at the King-
fisher Fairgrounds.  Five schools from across the county attended with approximately 70 students.  There 
was a booth on Soil Erosion, taught by Josh Ketch, Range Conservationist NRCS. Other learning stations 
included a Dust Bowl presentation, Forestry Booth, Water Quality Booth, and a Bat presentation. 

LOGAN COUNTY Field Service Center 

On November 8th, the Logan County NRCS and Exten-
sion office partnered to put on a plant ID workshop at 
the Logan County fairgrounds.   Local 4H and FFA 
groups were invited to come and the students learned 
plant names as well as the benefits that each plant pro-
vides.  Josh Ketch presented the plants and answered 
many questions from the students.  The workshop was 
a huge success, with 25 students in attendance. 
Josh also presented information about range judging 
competitions, and the students were very interested.  
The NRCS office will be working with the students in 
the future to help prepare for the competitions. 



Zone 1 Review cont…. 
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MAJOR COUNTY Field Service Center 

District Conservationist, Michael Roberts, presented general information about NRCS and the Major County Conser-
vation District partnership as well as program information at the 2011 Annual Convention of the Aromatic Cedar Asso-
ciation held in Fairview on October 22, 2011.  There were 55 in attendance at this meeting. 

Lisa Garrison & Cindy Bierig at Women in Ag Conference 

Lisa Garrison - Blaine County Conservation District, 
Cindy Bierig - Major County Conservation District and Mi-
chael Roberts - NRCS assisted with the Women In Ag 
conference held at the NW Technology Center in Fairview 
on October 25, 2011.  There were 60 in attendance and 
M. Roberts presented information about the Conservation 
Districts and partnership with NRCS as well as informa-
tion on our conservation programs.  C. Bierig and L. Gar-
rison set up the Partnership booth with flyers for confer-
ence participants. 

Michael Roberts presenting at the Women in Ag Conference 

Chris Best provided technical information to the contest-
ants at a dig site during the NW Land Judging Contest. 

Chris Best, Soil Conservationist and Cindy Bierig as-
sisted with the NW Land Judging Contest in Woodward, 
OK on October 26, 2011.  The Major County Conserva-
tion District co-sponsored this event along with other 
Conservation Districts and NRCS. 



Zone 2 Review - submitted by Jasper Parker 
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MUSKOGEE COUNTY Field Service Center 

Rishell Bowler spoke at Bacone College to 
a group of students attending Mr. Weath-
ers Natural Resource class. An overview 
of USDA-NRCS programs and services 
was provided to students in a powerpoint 
presentation along with visual aids.  

NOWATA COUNTY Field Service Center 
On Thursday October 13th NRCS, and the Craig County and Nowata County Conservation Dis-

tricts held an informational seminar at the Craig County Fairgrounds in Vinita. It provided information on 
prescribed burning by John Weir, OSU rangeland specialist, Steve Clark, NRCS resource conservationist 
and the possibility of the formation of a burn association by Ron Voth of the Wildlife and Prairie Heritage 
Alliance.  Conservation program information from the USDA Farm Bill to assist land managers with instal-
lation and maintenance of conservation practices was presented by Julie Blasi, the district conservation-
ist from Nowata NRCS.  

A steak dinner was prepared by the Vinita FFA and sponsored by the Oklahoma Conservation 
Commission. There were 33 in attendance. 

PAYNE COUNTY Field Service Center 

Annual Outreach meeting and Local Workgroup for 
Payne County held on October 3, 2011 at the Ser-
vice Center Conference Room.  Each group repre-
sented gave an update on their respective pro-
grams.  Detailed time spent on NRCS programs and 
submittal of Local Emphasis Area for potential fund-
ing through the EQIP Program.  Represented groups 
were as follows:  NRCS, FSA, RD, OSU Extension, 
Payne County Conservation District, BIA Pawnee 
Agency, CLO, Langston University and FSA County 
Committee.  

CREEK COUNTY Field Service Center 
On November 15th, 2011 The Creek County NRCS office held 
an outreach meeting to announce the deadline for EQIP 2012 
and The Browns Creek EQIP Local Emphasis Area.  The meet-
ing was held at Adam Hill Baptist Church, the church is located 
on the banks of Browns Creek in SE Creek County.  We had 
about 10 people in attendance.  Lloyd Ray Evans III, Soil Con 
in Creek/Lincoln counties explained several different Farm bill 
programs along with The Creek County Conservation District 
services.  Nick Jones, DC, Bristow, F.O. answered questions 
and further explained the importance of The Browns Creek 
LEA.  The meeting was a great success!!!!!   



Zone 3 Review - submitted by Chad Kacir 
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CADDO COUNTY Field Service Center 
A Women In Ag meeting was held in Caddo County at the Fort Cobb VO Tech on Nov. 10th. Discussions 
included Farm Bill Programs, Stress Management on the farm, Estate Planning, and farm safety. Those in 
attendance enjoyed a day of motivational speakers and inspirational topics. Over 175 women from across 
several counties came together for the meeting.   

HARMON COUNTY Field Service Center 

The Hollis FO and Harmon County Conservation District hosted an Open House and Locally Led 
meeting on Friday, October 28, 2011.  Participants were asked to provide feedback on Farm Bill pro-
grams and were provided informational materials about the programs.  Also, information was pro-
vided regarding the Hispanic and Women Farmers and Ranchers discrimination claims.  12 people 
attended, of which 6 were women, 2 were Native American, and 2 were Beginning Farmers/
Ranchers. 

JEFFERSON COUNTY Field Service Center 

Sandy Nobile, DC in the Waurika FO, was asked to speak to a women ’ s  
activity class in Ryan, OK.  There were 10 women present at the lunch-
eon.  Sandy gave a presentation about the NRCS and the programs cur-
rently available and the sign up process.  She answered questions from the 
group. 



Zone 3 Review cont…. 
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ROGER MILLS COUNTY Field Service Center 

On October 31, 2011 ( Halloween)  the Roger Mills Service Center conducted an Outreach Event to 
the youth of Roger Mills County.  During the event the local NRCS and Farm Service agency were able 
to reach out by handing out “ Soils”  bookmarks and candy.  This was probably one of the most di-
verse groups we have ever worked with says, Greg Allen District Conservationist.  We provided con-
servation information and candy to 2 superman, 2 Flintstones, 2 policemen, 3 cheerleaders, 14 prin-
cesses, 4 Mickey Mouse, 10 witches, 7 bugs, 3 batmen, 7 pirates, 4 hippies, 2 football players, 3 cats, 
2 Wonder Woman, 2 dogs, 2 lions, 8 Power Rangers, 4 skeletons, 2 Barbie ’ s, 2 Dracula ’ s, 2 doc-

tors, 4 rodeo clowns, a Peanut and Jelly sand-
wich, a Yoda, 3 cowboys, a rabbit, 2 clowns, 4 
ghost, 2 soldiers, 2 she devils, a crayon, 2 
Handymen, a M & M, 2 Star Wars characters,   3 
werewolves, 8 fairy princesses, 2 angels, a 
scarecrow, a NBA basketball player, a cowgirl, a 
card, a mermaid, 4 cowboys, a cow, a cheetah, 2 
hunters, Dorothy of OZ, 2 firefighters, a pumpkin, 
the Mad Hatter,  popcorn, Skittles, the Progres-
sive Lady, Scooby Doo, Sponge Bob Square 
Pants, and a spaceman. 

STEPHENS COUNTY Field Service Center 

The Duncan Field Office and the OSU Exten-
sion Office and the Stephens County Livestock 
Grower ’ s Associations held a Locally Led 
Meeting November 1, 2011 at the Stephens 
County Fairgrounds.  The Topics of discussion 
were the USDA Cost share programs and ser-
vices available, to assist local land users.  Dr. 
Darrell Peel was there to discuss steps to pre-
pare for the future in the Cattle industry.  And 
steps needed to recover from the drought of 
2011.  There were about 43 participants pre-
sent and overall the meeting was a great suc-
cess.  The meeting targeted Women and mi-
norities as well as Beginning farmers, Limited 
Resource Farmers, Socially Disadvantaged 
producers, pamphlets and flyers were available 
and given out. 
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Zone 4 Review - submitted by Jamey Wood 

CARTER COUNTY Field Service Center 

Pictured below are producers listening to guest speaker Willard Tillman, Oklahoma Black Historical Re-
search Project, during the Langston University Beginning Farmer Program.  District Conservationists 
Brandon Chandler from Pauls Valley and Jim Williams from Ardmore NRCS offices presented Farm Bill 
programs, informational materials and Conservation District programs to the group.    

HASKELL COUNTY Field Service Center 
On November 3, 2011 the Stigler NRCS assisted the Haskell County Conservation District conduct their 
30th Annual Bankers Conservation Awards Program. There were 135 in attendance including Ron Hilliard, 
NRCS State Conservationist, and Jamey Wood, NRCS Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations 
in Zone 4, at the event held at the Kiamichi Technology Center in Stigler. Conservation award plaques were 
presented to three conservation district cooperators for outstanding accomplishments in performing conser-
vation activities. Awards were also presented to first place winners of Haskell County youth poster, speech 
and essay contests.  
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PITTSBURG COUNTY Field Service Center 

The Annual Pittsburg County Bankers Awards Banquet was held the evening of 
October 25 at the Southeast Expo Center near McAlester to recognize landown-
ers for their outstanding conservation stewardship work. There were 240 people 
in attendance. Pictured are District Directors Kenneth Battles and Wayne Sexton 
presenting an award plaque for outstanding conservation efforts. 

Zone 4 Employee Training 

During November Zone 4 employees received training on the following: 

A 2-day Burn 101 Training was held in the McAlester Field Service Center on November 9-10. Day 1 
was in the classroom and day 2 was in the field. The training was provided by Harry Fritzler, NRCS 
Grazing Land Specialist, with assistance from David Wells, NRCS Zone 4 Conservation Agronomist. 
Eight employees participated in at the training. 

On November 14 Forestry Training was provided by John Mustain, NRCS State Forester, and David 
Wells, NRCS Zone 4 Conservation Agronomist. The training was conducted both in the classroom 
and in the field for 17 employees. Attendees received instruction on Forestry Practices, Zigzag Tran-
sect, and Tree Survival Transect.  

Zone 4 NRCS and Conservation District employees received Driver Improvement Training at the 
Kiamichi Technology Center in McAlester on November 15 and 16. Alan Drew with Oklahoma Ca-
reer Tech provided the training with 28 people attending each of the sessions. 

Zone 4 Review cont…. 
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