
Río Loco/Guánica Watershed

Río Loco Watershed 
Conservation Objective
Improve and protect coral reefs ecosystems from 
non-point sources of pollution from agriculture.

Benefits
•Reduce contaminant loads to the bay.
•Reduce soil erosion and sediment deposition.
•Improve filtering capacity of riparian areas.

Resource Concerns
•Soil erosion.
•Water Quantity and Quality.
•Domestic Animals.
•Plant Condition.
•Fish and Wildlife (habitat fragmentation).
•Flooding.

Consumo soil series Humatas soil  series
San Antón soil series

Sesuvium portulacastrum (sea purslane) for conservation buffers

Río Loco Watershed is located in the southern 
coast of Puerto Rico. This project was identified by 
USDA as part of the US Coral Reef Task Force 
effort for coral reef conservation. Some of the 
characteristics of this watershed are:

•Temperatures from 69˚ to 72˚ F
•Rainfall <20 to over 100 inches/yr.
•Steepland to flatland (Including salt flats)
•Total land: approximately 52,000 acres
•Cropland: coffee, citrus, banana,  plantai ns, vegetables
•Grasslands mainly for beef cattle
•Humid and Dry Subtropical Forest
•Presence of coral reefs
•Scenic views to the Caribbean Sea
•Historical sites
•Threatened and Endangered Species

Conservation Partners
•NOAA

•Center for Watershed Protection

•PR Dept. Natural and Environmental Resources

•PR Department of Agriculture

•PR Land Authority

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
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