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  NRCS  Caribbean  Area  Hosts  AcƟng  Deputy  Chief  Jordan  
This	time	of	year	is	

NRCS‐CB  Director,  Edwin  Almodóvar;  
Oeste  SWCD  President,  Jenny  SanƟago;  
and  NRCS  AcƟng  Deputy  Chief,  Leonard  
Jordan,
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Mayagüez  Staff ParƟcipate  in  “5  Días  con  Nuestra  Tierra”  

	

           
           

             
               

           

NRCS Mayagüez staff (L‐R: Samuel Rios, Mario 
Rodríguez, Andrés Aponte, Zulma García, Edwin 
Más, Esperanza Avilés, Manuel Matos & Rolando 
Collazo) parƟcipate in “5 Días Con Nuestra Tierra.” 

University	 of	Puerto	Rico-Mayagü ez	
(UPRM)	students	celebrated	the	36th annu-
al	“5 Días con Nuestra Tierra”	 agricultural	
and	educational	fair	from	March	12-16.		“5 
Días” 	is	visited	 by	people	from	all	over	
Puerto	Rico,	making	it	 one	of	the	island’s
most	important 	agricultural	fairs.		NRCS-
CB	staff	 from 	the	Mayagüez	Field	Ofϐice	
(FO),	Ecological	Sciences	and	 Soils	Divi-
sions,	the	State	Ofϐice	and	the	CRAC,	along	
with	Earth	Team	Volunteers,	participated	
in	this	event.		 

“5 Días” 	began	 with	a	parade	of	exhibitors	
marching	across	the	UPRM	campus,	and	 
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Soil  ScienƟst,  Manuel  Matos  (below,  center),  de‐
scribes  soil  profile  characterisƟcs  to  students.  

NRCS  Reaches  Out  to  Students  at  
PUCPR  Job  Fair  
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Endangered  Plant  Species  Surveyed  on  St.  Croix  

Assessing  the  environmental  threat  of  a  growing  
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lings	in	the	u
along	with	associated	plant	spe
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ceived	threats.		Brian	Daley	and	Jennifer	Vali-
cies	and	per-

ulis	concluded	that	two	of	the	 B. vahlii pop-
ulations	have	more	individuals	over	a	
greater	spatial	extent	than	previously be-
lieved.		They	estimated	the	 C. melanocarpa
population	at	200	individuals	rather	than	
the	current	estimate	of	100	individuals.		
However,	the	 C. melanocarpa population	
was	deemed to	be	at	a	high	risk	of	wildϐire	
and	encroaching	agricultural	development.		
Sadly,	before	the	report	could	be	pub-
lished,	a	wildϐire	raced	through	the	center	
of	the	 C. melanocarpa population.		This	
data	will	help	ecologists	determine	if	any	
plants	were	lost	and	how	many,	or	if	the	
fast-moving	ϐire	only burned	grass.

For	a	copy	of	the	report,	please	 visit	Geo-
graphic	Consulting’s	web	site	at:	
www.geographiconsulting.com.		Their	pub-
lications	page	also	contains	informative	
documents	on 	endangered	species,	threats	
from	invasive	species, 	and	the	Virgin	 Is-
lands’	ecology. 

LeŌ: Catesbaea melanocarpa, Right: Buxus vahlii. 

PUCPR  students  visit  with  Job  Fair  exhibitors.  

www.geographiconsulting.com.		Their	pub
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Meet  the  Corozal  Field  Office  
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-(right), demonstrates surveying techniques to 
local students. servation	and	conservation	education.			

Currently,	the	NRCS	Corozal	FO	is	 preparing	conservation	plans	 for	EQIP	program	contracts	
and	providing	conservation	 technical	assistance	(CTA)	to	help	farmers	implement	planned	
practices	for new	crop	plantings 	and	pastures.		 The	most	frequently	requested	practices	
include	contour farming,	minimum	tillage,	pasture	planting,	brush	management,	hillside	
ditches	and	waste	management	for	hog	and	poultry	operations.		Call	us	at	787-859-2880	or	
visit	our	 ofϐice	for	information or	assistance	in	conserving	our	 natural	resources!		 

NRCS  Caribbean  Area  Celebrates  
Black  History  Month  The	NRCS	Corozal	Field	Ofϐice	(FO)	serves	the	peo-

́ ́

́

Corozal Soil ConservaƟonist, Freddie Rivera 

(Continued	 from 	page 	1)	 

“The	 national	 theme 	this 	year	 is	 At 	the	 
Crossroads	 of	 Freedom	 and	 Equality;	 
The 	Emancipation 	Proclamation 	and	 the	 
March 	on 	Washington. 		It 	has	 been	 50 	
years	 since 	Martin	 Luther	 King’s 	I	 Have 	a	 
Dream 	speech,	 and 	150 	years	 since 	Presi-
dent 	Abraham 	Lincoln 	signed 	the 	Emanci
pation 	Proclamation.” 		

“In	 the 	U.S. 	Virgin 	Islands, 	our 	history 	is	 a 	
little 	different—it 	has	 been	 165 	years	 since 	
our	 emancipation	 on	 July	 3, 	1848. 		That’s	 
15	 years	 earlier	 than	 slavery	 was	 abolished	 
in	 the	 United	 States. 		It 	would 	be 	another	 
30	 years, 	in	 1878, 	when	 the	 “Fire	 Burn” 	
revolt	 began	 on	 St.	 Croix. 		This	 rebellion	 
was	 led	 by	 four	 women	 who	 demanded	 an	 
end 	to	 the 	unfair	 labor	 practices	 the	 people 	
of	 the,	 then	 Danish,	 Virgin	 Islands	 experi-
enced	 since 	being 	declared	 ‘Free.’		 It 	is	 in-
teresting	 to	 note 	that	 only	 the 	people 	of	 St. 	
Croix	 were 	involved	 in	 both 	of	 these 	events.”		 
	
“So,	 as	 we 	march 	on	 in	 2013	 and	 bring	 an	 
end 	to	 this	 year’s	 “Black 	History	 Month,”	 let	 
us
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Mayagüez  Staff ParƟcipate  in  “5  Días  con  Nuestra  Tierra”  
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Organic  101:   Strengthening  Organic  Integrity  Through  Increased  Residue  TesƟng 
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New  Videos  Highlight  Natural   
Resources  

The  University  of  Puerto  Rico  Sea  Grant  Pro ‐
gram  invites  the  public  to  view  a  new  video  
on  their  YouTube  channel  called  “Buffer  
Zones  in  Río  Loco  Watershed  &  Guánica  

Bay.”   Learn  about  the  design  and  implemen‐ 
taƟon  of  buffer  zones  as  an  agricultural  prac‐ 
Ɵce  that  also  helps  conserve  our  marine  and  
coastal  resources.   To  view  the  video,  visit  

www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=qO8SM4RosyQ&list=UU83zZurmP8H44Oto 

KVfpmqA&index= 1.  

The  “Let’s  Talk  About  Soil”  animated  film  tells  
the  reality  of  soil  resources  around  the  world,  
covering  the  issues  of  degradaƟon,  urbaniza ‐
Ɵon,  land  grabbing  and  overexploitaƟon;  the  
film  offers  opƟons  to  make  the  way  we  man‐ 
age  our  soils  more  sustainable.   Visit:  hƩp:// 
t.co/uVX15Xe5  to  view  the  film.   For  details,  

visit  globalsoilweek.org.  

NRCS  Women  Agronomists  Receive  RecogniƟon  

NRCS‐CB Eng. Lydia E. Collazo, FWPM; Ileana 
Curbelo, TC; Dr. Myrna Comas, PR Secretary of 
Agriculture; and Sonia Burgos‐SC at the CAPR 
Women Agronomists Awards Ceremony. 

On	March	8,	2013,	NRCS	female	staff	
participated	in	Puerto	Rico’s	College	of	
Agronomists	(CAPR)	annual	event	to
recognize	female	agronomists	working	
in	private	industry,	academia,	and	local	
and	federal	government	agencies.		The	
ceremony	was	held	at	La	Guardarraya	
Restaurant	in	Yauco,	PR,	as	part	of	the	
National	Women’s	Celebration	Day.	 

For	this	event,	 NRCS	nominated	two	
female	employees	who	have	Bache-
lor	Degrees	in	Agronomy 	and	many	
years	of	work	experience	applying	
agronomic	principles	in	the	ϐield.		
The	honorees	are	Sonia	N.	Burgos-
Colón,	Soil	Conservationist	from	
Caguas	Field	Ofϐice,	and	Ileana	M.	
Curbelo-López,	 Natural	Resources	
Specialist	&	Toolkit	Coordinator	
from	Arecibo	Field	Ofϐice.			 

Eng.	Lydia	E.	Collazo-De	Jesú s,	Fed-
eral	Women’s	Program	Manager	
(FWPM)	spoke	on		behalf	of	NRCS	
Director,	Agro.	 Edwin	Almodóvar,
and	presented	 a	recognition	plaque	
to	each	employee.		Ms.	Burgos	and	
Ms.	Curbelo	also	had	the	opportuni-
ty	to	salute	and	 share	with	Agro.	
Myrna	Comas,	PhD,	Puerto	Rico	
Secretary	of	Agriculture.		Dr.	Comas	
received	a	special	recognition	from	
the	CAPR	for	being	the	ϐirst	female	
Agronomist	appointed	to	the	Puerto	
Rico	Governor’s	Board.	 

AcƟviƟes  &  Events  
ENTSC  Webinar:  IntegraƟng  Livestock  into  a  Cropping  System  for  
Sustainability  and  Soil  Health,  April  2, 3:00—4:00 p.m.  

ENTSC  Webinar:  Climate  Change  Beliefs,  Perceived  Risk,  and  Support  
for  AdaptaƟon  and  MiƟgaƟon  among  Corn  Belt  Farmers:  Preliminary  
Survey  Results,  April  9, 2:00—3:00 p.m.  

ENTSC  Webinar:  Ecological  Site  DescripƟons  as  Decision  Support  Tools  
for  Habitat  RestoraƟon,  April  16, 2:00—3:00 p.m.  

2013  St.  Croix  Eco  Fair  &  LiƩer  Stomp,  April  17‐18, 9:00 a.m.—1:00 
p.m., St. George Village Botanical Garden  

Army  Earth  Day  ExposiƟon  2013,  April  19, 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m., Fort  
Buchanan Community Club, Building 660, Fort Buchanan, PR  

El  Yunque  Cleanup  Day,  April  20, registraƟon starts at 7:30 a.m.  in the 
Rain Forest Visitor Center parking lot, El Yunque, PR  

ENTSC  Webinar:  Cover  Crop  Mixes:  Geƫng  the  Cover  Crop  You  Want,  
April  24, 2:00—3:00 p.m.  

ENTSC  Webinar:  Exploring  the  Environmental  and  Economic  Opportu‐
niƟes  and  Challenges  of  Cover  Crops,  May  7, 2:00—3:00 p.m.  

ENTSC  Webinar:  Outreach:  What  Social  Factors  “Sell”  Landowners  on  
the  Use  of  Agroforestry  PracƟces?,  May  8, 2:00—3:00 p.m.  

ENTSC  Webinar:  RestoraƟon  and  Management  of  Temporary  Wet‐
lands,  May  21, 2:00—3:00 p.m.  

St.  Croix  Reef  Jam,  May  26, 11:00 a.m.  – 10:00 p.m., Rhythm’s at Rain‐
bow Beach, St. Croix  

ENTSC  Webinar:  Planning  and  Design  of  Stream  Crossings,  May  29, 
2:00—3:00 p.m.  

ENTSC  Webinar:  Orchard  Floor  Management  in  Organic  Systems,  June  
4, 3:00—4:00 p.m.  

ENTSC  Webinar:  ConservaƟon  Buffers:  Sink  or  Source  Habitats  for  Fish 
‐Wildlife?,  June  11, 2:00—3:00 p.m.  
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We’re on the Web! 

www.pr.nrcs.usda.gov 

Editorial  Board:  

 Edwin  Almodóvar,  State ConservaƟonist 
 Nilda  González, AdministraƟve Assistant  
 Ismael  Matos,  NRI Specialist 
 Faye  Williams, Soil ConservaƟon Technician  
 Julie  Wright, Editor, Program Analyst  Fax:	787-766-5987
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