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USDA-NRCS to Document Caribbean Conservation Accomplishments through HD Video

October 28, 2011 — San Juan, PR —NRCS Caribbean
Area Director, Edwin Almoddvar, announces a new
outreach initiative to produce two high definition
(HD) video documentaries to promote the Agency’s
conservation accomplishments in the Caribbean.
NRCS has entered into an agreement with Geo
Ambiente del Caribe, Inc. to document the GeoAmbiente del Caribe aerial photo of Guanica Bay and
surrounding watershed.
achievements of NRCS and its many local partners in

furthering the Agency’s mission to help conserve, improve, and sustain the Caribbean’s natural

resources and environment.

The NRCS Conservation Technical Assistance Program (CTAP) will fund production of documentaries
highlighting significant conservation partnership projects in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. NRCS
will use these videos to familiarize the public with the natural resources challenges we face in the
Caribbean Area and to depict the technical and financial assistance that the Agency provides to help

solve these problems.

“We all should feel proud of our NRCS Caribbean accomplishments,” said NRCS Caribbean Area Director,
Edwin Almoddvar. “With this video production, we will be able to tell the story of our partnerships, our

successes, and highlight our mission in the Caribbean.”

Some of the NRCS accomplishments to be highlighted in the videos include: the Cabo Rojo Salt Flats
Wetlands Reserve Program partnership; our national model Coral Reef Initiative project in the Guanica/
Rio Loco watershed; and the multi-agency effort to conserve soil to reduce the impacts of land-based
sources of sediment to coral reefs in the St. Croix East End Marine Park. NRCS and Geo Ambiente plan to

release the video by Fall 2012.

"To highlight NRCS’ efforts and disseminate the work they have been doing for decades in the Caribbean,

particularly in Puerto Rico, is truly an honor. This agency has undertaken very important watershed
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restoration and soil conservation projects. These efforts should be publicized and replicated on the Island
in areas where agricultural practices have resulted in degraded soils. In addition, this visual document
will be an asset for many of our farmers,” said Maria Falcdn, General Producer and Director of Geo
Ambiente del Caribe, Inc., a Puerto Rico-based company that produces and presents programs
specializing in environmental issues. “Reef protection works in Gudnica Bay, including erosion reduction
practices with coffee plantation farmers and energy saving practices with farmers in Hatillo, are

reviewed in this project that celebrates NRCS’ 75 years of helping people help the land.”

The ultimate goal of the project is to increase land user participation in NRCS programs, Helping People
Help the Land by improving producers’ economic viability and sustainability. For more information on
this joint NRCS/ Geo Ambiente del Caribe, Inc. video documentary project, please contact Mr. Edwin

Almoddvar, NRCS Caribbean Director, at 787-766-5206 x237 or edwin.almodovar@pr.usda.gov. For

more information on NRCS Caribbean Area programs, people and activities, please Vvisit

WWW.pr.nrcs.usda.gov.
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