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USDA-NRCS and Atkins Caribe, LLC, Partner to Improve Nutrient Management on Puerto 
Rico’s Farms 
 
December 8, 2011 – San Juan, PR –NRCS Caribbean Area 

Director, Edwin Almodóvar, announces a new cooperative 

conservation partnership with Atkins Caribe, LLP, to 

provide outreach services to encourage eligible producers 

and land users in Puerto Rico to adopt nutrient 

management practices. NRCS Conservation Technical 

Assistance Program (CTAP) funds will provide financial and 

technical support to deliver four technical workshops or 

outreach activities to introduce farmers to the nutrient management process and increase their 

understanding of crop nutrient needs and proper soil sampling techniques. Atkins will also assist NRCS in 

developing televised information and outreach products to inform land users in Puerto Rico about NRCS 

conservation programs and activities. 

“A well informed farmer is a well informed conservationist,” said NRCS Caribbean Area Director, Edwin 

Almodóvar. “Outreach and education are key to the success of our farmers, who are facing a very 

stressful economy. Our agency is not only devoted to helping them through our conservation programs 

and technical assistance, but also through our agency's outreach and educational efforts.” 

Atkins and NRCS have launched the initiative with an introductory meeting to coordinate efforts and 

delineate strategic actions to be taken to fulfill initiative goals and objectives. NRCS and Atkins will work 

with partner agencies such as the PR Department of Agriculture and the UPR Agricultural Experiment 

Station to hold outreach activities with Puerto Rican famers to pass on their knowledge and expertise of 

how to cost-efficiently meet crop nutrient needs. Atkins will also provide education and outreach 

services to NRCS to promote and increase the participation of eligible producers in NRCS programs, and 

help the agency assess opportunities to expand agency program delivery to new audiences.  

A dairy operation in San Sebastián, Puerto Rico, 
utilizes manure to fertilize pastures. 
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“Our team of scientists and agronomists are very gratified to assist NRCS in getting the sustainable 

agriculture message out to the farmers. There is no better feeling than knowing that we can make a 

difference,” said Atkins Project Coordinator, Jaime Pabón. 

The project is on schedule for implementation in early FY 2012. Outreach activities will raise awareness 

of at least 80 farmers, encouraging them to implement practices that could include, but are not limited 

to, soil testing for available nutrients, proper timing of fertilizer application, proper placement of 

fertilizers, crop rotation, reducing the amount of fertilizers applied, and implementation of 

comprehensive nutrient management plans. The expected benefits from adopting proper nutrient 

management include: reducing contaminant loads to coastal waters, improving ground water quality, 

and reducing farmers’ costs by decreasing fertilizer use. 

For more information on the NRCS/Atkins partnership to promote nutrient management practice 

implementation in Puerto Rico, please contact Mr. Jaime Valentín, NRCS Caribbean State Resource 

Conservationist, at 787-766-5206 x229 or Jaime.Valentin@pr.usda.gov; or Jaime Pabón, Atkins Caribe 

LLC, at 787-294-2010. 
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