
User’s Quick Guide 

Important: Must have Microsoft excel and enable “macros” and “external content” 
Refer to http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/excel-help/ for help. 
 
The South Dakota Drought Tool can be accessed at www.sd.nrcs.usda.gov . 
Click “Range and Pasture” under Quick Access on the left hand side. 
 
 

It is recommended to choose the “Save” button, and save the Excel file to 
your local computer (desktop) and then run it from there.  However, you 
can choose the “Open” button as well and run the program through the 
internet connection. 
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     Select a date from which to run the analysis. Choosing “Now” runs 
current date.  Selecting past dates may be helpful to compare current 
conditions to past conditions. 
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     Choose the County of interest. 2 

     Choose the nearest climate station. Click the      for a map of 
climate stations. A “Back” button is provided on the map so you can 
return to the first screen. 
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     Click on the “Next” button to run analysis. 4 
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       Review precipitation data to see if it “makes sense” and to see if 
there are any “0” values that might indicate missing data.  Note the 
months change as “rolling water years” based on the analysis date. 
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        If you collect your own precipitation data (recommended), or you 
have other sources which you feel are more reliable, you can enter 
that data here. Entries will change in the table above. 
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       When you are satisfied that the precipitation values represent the 
conditions for the time and place you are analyzing, click on the “Next” 
button to see the results. 
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      This number represents the drought status currently, or for the dates 
selected.  When the tool is run in the winter and early spring, think of 
this as the current soil moisture conditions which will impact plant 
growth in the coming spring. 

1 

       When the tool is run from November through May, this number 
represents the predicted peak forage production as of July 1st.  It is 
calculated based on the assumption of normal precipitation in the 
months leading up to July 1st. 
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      This graphic represents the current drought status:  normal, at risk, 
or drought.  Drought plans can be triggered by these status’s. 
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      This is a graphical representation of the previous 12 months 
precipitation and average monthly high temperature, both compared to 
the historic average (the red line).   
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        Click on the “Finish” button to go to the drought planning page. 5 
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Page Down to begin developing a Drought Contingency Plan. 

Also included with this page 
is a suggested “percent of 
normal stocking” value.     .  
This number provides a 
recommended percent of 
normal stocking  based on 
the specific drought 
assessment and can be used 
to aid in the development of a 
personalized drought 
contingency plan. 
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This is the summary page 
and the beginning of a 
drought contingency plan. It 
contains all the pertinent 
data from the previous 
screens and is formatted for 
printing.  You can      enter a 
name and location to keep 
for future reference, and the 
“Print Status and Summary” 
button will print the 
formatted information. 
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This is the blank Drought 
Contingency Plan. It is color 
coded to align with the Drought 
Tool assessments. When any 
of the three status are 
triggered, it will provide   
planned proaction items. 
 
This drought contingency and 
action plan is designed and 
personalized by each 
landowner. It can include any 
and all items landowners have 
found historically successful in 
mitigating drought stress.  
Additionally, landowners can 
find a list of examples and  
recommendations provided by 
the South Dakota NRCS below 
the drought plan. 
 
“Normal” status items typically 
include monitoring and 
observation. “Risk” items 
prepare for possibility of 
drought. “Drought” items are 
those that immediately begin 
reducing stress on grasslands. 
 
The power of drought planning 
and mitigation is the plan. Each 
plan is strengthened through 
progressively learning from, 
reviewing, and updating a 
personal drought. This will 
enable landowners to be 
proactive, not reactive, when 
drought risk or drought occurs.  
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