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For Immediate Release

People’s Garden Grant Program Request for Applications (RFA)

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE, Huron, SD, August 1, 2011 – The National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) announces the availability of grant funds and requests applications for the People's Garden Grant Program (PGGP) for fiscal year (FY) 2011 to facilitate the creation of produce, recreation, and/or wildlife gardens in urban and rural areas, which will provide opportunities for science-based informal education. The primary purpose of the program is for coordination of small local projects to establish People’s Gardens, primarily for food production, but which have an educational component including addressing natural resource conservation.
All applications are due in the Grants.gov system by 5:00 PM Eastern Time on Aug. 26, 2011 and funds will be awarded before Sept. 30, 2011.

This program is a joint initiative supported by USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Food and Nutritional Service, Forest Service, and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), in addition to NIFA. 
The total amount available in fiscal year 2011 for support of this program is $725,000. The maximum award to a single applicant will be $150,000. Successful applicants will establish a micro-subgrant program that will provide funding of $1,000 to $5,000 to support smaller local projects. 

Eligible applicants are State agricultural experiment stations, State cooperative extension services, all colleges and universities, other research or education institutions and organizations, Federal and private agencies and organizations, non-profit organizations, individuals, and any other contractor or recipient. Award recipients may subcontract to organizations not eligible to apply provided such organizations are necessary for the implementation of the project. 

For more information about the People’s Garden Grant Program go to: http://www.nifa.usda.gov/fo/peoplesgardengrantprogram.cfm  . The Grants.gov application is found at: http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/GetGrantFromFedgrants;jsessionid=tQ4bTv7Tjw2LQp8J2TwDlywV98z2McbzpGVmyF11K2xNr2pLxb2T!751481409?opportunity=USDA-NIFA-OP-003503&agencycode=USDA-NIFA.  Questions may be directed to Kim Brannen, ASTC-Operations, at karen.brannen@sd.usda.gov or 605-352-1200.
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