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Grazing Cover Crops Grazing Cover Crops 
Benefits of Benefits of BrassicasBrassicas

Brad YoungBrad Young
WausaWausa, Nebraska, Nebraska
866866--373373--25142514
prairie@gpcom.netprairie@gpcom.net

2008 No2008 No--till Cover Crop Workshoptill Cover Crop Workshop
Huron, SDHuron, SD Brad Young Photo

Our BusinessOur Business……

GrazingGrazing--Based FarmBased Farm
Utilize Management Utilize Management 
Intensive Grazing Intensive Grazing 
(MIG) & High Stock (MIG) & High Stock 
Density (HSD)Density (HSD)

CattleCattle
Cow/CalfCow/Calf
YearlingsYearlings
Custom GrazingCustom Grazing

Brad Young Photo

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Brad Young Photo
Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

BrassicasBrassicas
TurnipTurnip
RapeRape

HybridsHybrids
SwedesSwedes

KaleKale
RadishRadish

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young
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TurnipTurnip

Brad Young Photo Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Forage RapeForage Rape

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Hybrid Hybrid BrassicasBrassicas

Tecomate File Photo Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Fodder RadishFodder Radish

Univ. of Maryland Photo Prairie States Seed – Brad Young
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Brassica Yield & QualityBrassica Yield & Quality

DrylandDryland 1 1 –– 3 Ton DM/Acre3 Ton DM/Acre
Irrigated 2.5 Irrigated 2.5 –– 5 Ton DM/Acre5 Ton DM/Acre

Protein: Leaves 18 Protein: Leaves 18 –– 30%30%
Bulbs  12 Bulbs  12 –– 20%20%

TDN   75 TDN   75 –– 85%85%
Moisture   85% (Green)Moisture   85% (Green) Brad Young Photo

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

All Turnips Are Not EqualAll Turnips Are Not Equal

Brad Young Photo Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

What To Plant?What To Plant?

What Do You Want What Do You Want 
to Achieve?to Achieve?

ForageForage
Nitrogen Fixation/CaptureNitrogen Fixation/Capture
Prevent ErosionPrevent Erosion
Soil HealthSoil Health

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Strength in DiversityStrength in Diversity

Tecomate, File Photo

Tecomate, File Photo

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young
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Legumes, Grasses, & ?Legumes, Grasses, & ?

LentilsLentils
CowpeasCowpeas
CloversClovers
VetchesVetches
MedicsMedics
Field PeasField Peas
Others?Others?

RyegrassRyegrass
OatsOats
TriticaleTriticale/Wheat/Rye/Wheat/Rye
Hay MilletHay Millet
Sorghum SudanSorghum Sudan
CornCorn
Others?Others?

Annual Crop Grazing Use

Month of Use

XX   XX  XSweet Clover, Red Clover/year one
XX  XSoybeans
X   XX  XX   XItalian or Annual Ryegrass

X    XXX   XXRye/Triticales, Winter Wheat
X    XX   XX  XMilo
X    XX   XX  XXX  XCorn

XX  XXSummer Annuals/Millet, Sudangrass, Sudex
X  XXTurnips (spring) or other Brassicas

X    XXTurnips (fall) or other Brassicas
X    XX   XX  XX   XOats & Turnips

X  XX   XOats
X   XX  XX   XItalian Ryegrass & Oats

11 129 107  85   63   41  2

T. Gompert, UNL Extension

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

BrassicasBrassicas & Summer Annuals& Summer Annuals

Brad Young Photo
Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Grain Sorghum & TurnipsGrain Sorghum & Turnips

Jim Choquette Photo Prairie States Seed – Brad Young
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Grazing ManagementGrazing Management

Do Not Introduce Hungry AnimalsDo Not Introduce Hungry Animals
Introduce Slowly, Either Through Put & Take Introduce Slowly, Either Through Put & Take 
or Restricted Access Over 7 or Restricted Access Over 7 –– 10 Days10 Days
Provide Dry MatterProvide Dry Matter
Maximum of 70 Maximum of 70 –– 80% of Diet as 80% of Diet as BrassicasBrassicas
Strip Graze Whenever PossibleStrip Graze Whenever Possible

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Strip GrazingStrip Grazing
Feed Bunk ManagementFeed Bunk Management

Jim Choquette Photo
Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Photo by Jim  Choquette
Photo by Jim  Choquette

Photo by Jim  Choquette
Photo by Jim  Choquette

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Animal Health ConsiderationsAnimal Health Considerations
Potential Health Problems Potential Health Problems -- can be minimized or can be minimized or 
eliminated with proper grazing managementeliminated with proper grazing management
ChokingChoking
BloatBloat
Nitrates Nitrates –– Usually associated with stressful Usually associated with stressful 
growing conditions, excessive Nitrates or sudden growing conditions, excessive Nitrates or sudden 
growth from moisturegrowth from moisture
Red Water Red Water –– Usually associated with bolted & Usually associated with bolted & 
flowering plants and/or soils high in sulfurflowering plants and/or soils high in sulfur
Rape Scald Rape Scald –– sheep & hogssheep & hogs

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young
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Brad Young Photo
Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Between Windrows/WindrowBetween Windrows/Windrow

Brad Young Photo Brad Young Photo

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Brad Young Photo

Brad Young Photo
Prairie States Seed – Brad Young

Brad Young Photo

Prairie States Seed – Brad Young
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Brad Young Photo Prairie States Seed – Brad Young


