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For Immediate Release

NRCS Provides Funding for Water Conservation Efforts in the Ogallala Aquifer

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE, Huron, SD, July 11, 2011 – The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in South Dakota will provide approximately $150,000 to help conserve water in the Ogallala Aquifer. The purpose of the initiative is to provide assistance to producers to reduce the quantity of water removed from the Ogallala Aquifer.  The NRCS will fund this initiative through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to implement conservation measures that result in a net savings of groundwater resources in the agricultural operation of the producer. 
The Ogallala Aquifer, also known as the High Plains Aquifer, is a vast yet shallow underground water table aquifer located beneath the Great Plains in the United States. It is one of the world's largest aquifers and covers about 174,000 square miles in portions of eight states, which include South Dakota, Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming, Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Texas. In South Dakota, portions of the following counties are within the aquifer; Gregory, Tripp, Todd, Mellette, Jackson, Bennett, and Shannon.

Interested agriculture producers are encouraged to visit their local NRCS field office and fill out a 2011 EQIP application. The applications for this funding cycle will be accepted until August 1, 2011. Applications received after this date will be deferred to the next funding cycle. 
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