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Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative funding approved with CCSP Farm 

includes Marshall and Day Counties in South Dakota
April 9 Application Deadline

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS), Huron, S.D., March 26, 2010 – 
Additional funding for the Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI) project sponsored by the Conservation Cropping Systems Project (CCSP) Farm of Forman ND was announced. An application deadline of April 9, 2010 has been set.
The CCPI is a Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Program which seeks to assist local groups in addressing local Resource Concerns. Local groups propose projects to NRCS and special allocations of regular NRCS programs are made to help address these local resource concerns. Counties whose conservation districts take part in the CCSP Farm Project are eligible for $330,000 in Environmental Quality Incentives Program funding to adopt Strip Till/No-Till methods on their operations or to plant cover crops. Research conducted at the CCSP Farm and at other locations in the Dakotas indicate a strong conservation value with these practices, and the project encourages their adoption into local producers cropping systems. Marshall and Day counties in South Dakota are included in the multi-state initiative.

Producers who are interested in transitioning from a mulch till or conventional tillage system on their cropland to either a No-till or a Strip Till/No-till system would be eligible for an incentive payment for three years to help offset equipment costs and encourage adoption.  These payments are equal to either $8.00 or $11.00 per acre per year depending on which system the individual selects.  Incentives are limited to a total of 800 acres for three years per producer to enable widespread participation.

In recent years we have seen fairly rapid growth in the use of cover crops in the area for a multitude of reasons. From residue breakdown and nutrient cycling following small grain crops to moisture utilization and organic matter growth on prevented plant acres, cover crops offer a wide variety of opportunities to address resource concerns on local operations. The 2010 CCPI project offers a payment of approximately $32.00 per acre to plant multi-species mixes of cover crops. These payments will be prioritized to producers who are using cover crops as a part of a rotation with a winter cereal crop, and to producers who are using the practice as a part of their grazing system for livestock, but the practice can also be installed on acres which have been prevented planted this year. 
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Prevented Plant Insurance rules would still apply in terms of seeding dates and the ability to hay or graze the vegetation, but financial assistance to plant the cover crop itself would be eligible. Producers are eligible to sign up for a total of 480 acres to be seeded and all of these acres would need to be seeded during the three years of the contract.

The CCSP Farm is a cooperative project of local farmers and is a joint effort between Marshall and Day Soil Conservation districts in SD, and the Wild Rice (Sargent County), James River (Dickey County), Richland and Ransom County Conservation Districts in North Dakota. Funding in the amount of $60,000 will be available in the South Dakota portion of the project, and $270,000 in the North Dakota counties. Producers in these counties may sign up at their local NRCS offices. All applications received by April 9, 2010 will be ranked and considered for funding. For more information, please contact your local NRCS/Conservation District office. 
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