THIS TIME OF YEAR, THE AUDUBON SOCIETY AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTING THEIR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT STARTING DECENBER 14TH, GATHERING INFORMATION ON POPULATION TRENDS OF WILD BIRDS ACROSS NORTH AMERICA.  NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICE STATE BIOLOGIST KEVIN LUEBKE SAYS THE LONG-TERM PERSPECTIVE MADE POSSIBLE BY THESE BIRD COUNTS ALLOWS RESEARCHERS TO STUDY THE HEALTH AND STATUS OF BIRDS ACROSS THE CONTINENT.  “To help scientist and policy makers to identify the threats to the birds and their habitat. And provide strategies to help protect birds and their habitat, and identify environmental issues.”  :12.
   FARMERS AND RANCHERS AS WELL AS HOMEOWNERS ARE MAKING PROGRESS IN PROVIDING HABITAT FOR WILD BIRDS.  LUEBKE SAYS THE USDA HAS MANY PROGRAMS AIMED AT NATURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABILITY.  PROGRAMS LIKE THE NRCS WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVES PROGRAM AND THE FSA CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM PROVIDE BOTH TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO IMPLEMENT CONSERVATION PRACTICES WHICH CAN BENEFIT NOT ONLY WILD BIRDS BUT HELP CONSERVE AND PROTECT ALL OUR NATURAL RESOURCES.  
   AS A RESULT OF FARM BILL PROGRAMS LUEBKE SAYS OVER 21,000 ACRES IN SOUTH DAKOTA WERE IMPROVED IN 2011 INCREASING THE QUALITY OF HABITAT TO HELP SUSTAIN THE WILD BIRD POPULATION.
“ They can go ahead and contact their local NRCS office, and they can get a hold of a couple publications entitled Living Landscape and Backyard Conservation. Those publications provide information for landowner on things they can do right around their home.  :17
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, GO ON LINE TO BIRDS.AUDUBON.ORG. 
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