Asian & Pacific Islander Month & The Potluck Challenge

 

May is National Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
 
[image: image1.emf]nrcsposter9.pdf

Click on this link to see the Proclamation by President Barack Obama.
 
It’s Back!     Asian American Pacific Islander                             Statewide Potluck Challenge!
Join in the fun. Schedule & experience a potluck at your NRCS office featuring food from Asia and the Pacific Islands! Include our other USDA conservation partners in this challenge. Take pictures of your event, send them to me to show that you have participated in the event. If you participate you can put this event on your performance plan &  in your Civil Rights file. 
Click on the link Photos API Potluck 2008 to view pictures & captions from South Dakota’s 2008 API Potluck Challenge. Everyone that participated enjoyed sharing API foods with their coworkers.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Sioux Falls Festival of Cultures                                                                            

South Dakota is a little lacking in Asian and Pacific Islander events this month, but I wanted to make you aware of the Sioux Falls Festival of Cultures, an annual FREE event taking place this year on Saturday, June 20, 2009 between 11:00 am & 7:00 pm at Falls Park. The celebration begins with the “Walk of Cultures”, where children ages 6 to 12 are invited to carry the flags of nearly 200 countries and Native American nations. All cultures come together in celebration of diversity, enjoying ethnic food, music and dancing, arts and crafts, and children’s activities from around the globe. 
Submitted by Mary Ellen Vaillancourt, Soil Conservationist & SD AAPI SEPM, May 2009
2009 AAPI Heritage Month Poster Winner:
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      Thomas Share created the winning poster for the 2009 Asian American/Pacific Islander Heritage Month Poster Contest.  Tom is a Civil Engineering Technician with the Watershed Planning Staff in the NRCS State Office in Davis, California, where his primary duties are GIS, cartography, and support.  With the skills that he has developed in his job and his interest in graphic design, Tom has been called upon by the public affairs staff to help with the design and layout of presentation displays, posters, and publications.  Tom says “I get to do a lot of the stuff I love to do and get paid to do it! How can it get any better?”

       When asked about the inspiration behind his poster design, Tom replied “in designing this poster I wanted to show our challenges in a diverse way and emphasize that all cultures and ages are facing them together. The old man in the background was a late addition that I feel kind of completes the story that the challenges and changes we see span the generations.
To print the poster, double-click on the icon below:
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Iraq and NRCS                                             Edited by Mary Ellen Vaillancourt, SD AAPI SEPM, May 2009   


This is an edited version of information shared courtesy of                                                 Autumn Birt,  Maine AAPI SEPM & Jim Eikenberry, Vermont API SEPM


We have heard so much on the news in recent years about Iraq.  But how much do you really know about this country, its people, or its history?  


To start us off, the 2000 census estimated that 37,714 people claiming Iraqi heritage live in the US, or only 0.01% of the US population at that time.  We all know the events since 2000 and combining that with the phenomenon known as Iraqi diaspora, which is the dispersion of native Iraqis to other countries, I’m sure the 2010 US census will show a much different picture.  Current estimates are that there are 28,221,181 people remaining in Iraq.  However, in 2006 the UN estimated that 1.8 million Iraqi’s had been displaced to other countries and roughly 40% of Iraq’s middle class is believed to have fled.

Did you know that Iraq was home to the earliest know civilization on Earth?  Perhaps you remember your school days and the phrase “The Cradle of Civilization”.  This refers to the fertile land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers where the Sumerian civilization arose in the mid 6th millennium BC.  Iraq was once known to Europe by the Greek exonym ‘Mesopotamia’ (land between the rivers).  The Sumerian civilization flourished for over 3000 years and it was there in the late 4th millennium BC that the world’s first writing system and recorded history itself was born.  


After the Sumerian civilization, several other empires arose.  Babylon is of note for many reasons including the tower of Babel from which we have the legend of the confounding of language and scattering of people across the world, to its Hanging Gardens that were considered one of the wonders of the ancient world.  There is debate about the exact location of the Hanging Gardens (they may have been in Nineveh, which is close to the present day location of Mosul, Iraq), but in either case the Hanging Gardens are a fantastic example of irrigation on an artificial slope!  Writings on clay tablets from Nineveh suggest that something similar to an Archimedes screw was used to raise water to the required height to then flow down through the terraced gardens.  Early Greek writing estimates that the gardens were built as high as 75 feet, which was the same level as the city walls and included not only an elaborate irrigation system, but also an elaborate construction of vaults to support the weight, and water proofing to hold the water!  Follow the link at the bottom for more information on the Hanging Gardens.

Did you know the word algebra comes from the Arabic word al-jabr?  Ancient Babylonians developed an advanced arithmetical system with which they were able to do calculations in an algebraic fashion.  By contrast, most Egyptians of this era and most Indian, Greek, and Chinese mathematicians in the first millennium BC usually solved such equations by geometric methods!  Our knowledge of Babylonian mathematics is derived from 400 clay tablets unearthed since the 1850s.  They cover topics including fractions, algebra, quadratic and cubic equations and the Pythagorean theorem.  One tablet (The famous 'root(2)' tablet from the Yale Babylonian Collection: YBC 7289) gives an approximation of the square root of two accurate to five decimal places!  The Babylonian system of mathematics was also sexagesimal (base-60) from which we derive the modern day usage of 60 seconds in a minute, 60 minutes in an hour, and 360 (60 x 60) degrees in a circle.

Well, if I haven’t lost you yet, let’s jump forward to modern day Iraq.  Iraq has a very varied landscape consisting mostly of desert with a fertile plain near the Euphrates and Tigris (which carry about 78 million cubic yards of silt annually to the delta) suitable for agriculture.  There are high mountains to the north, the highest at 11,867 feet and a small coastline to the south east of only 35 miles.  Close to the coast there used to be marshlands.

Remember the story that I shared with you May 2008, courtesy of Jim Eikenberry, Vermont API SEPM, about the Ma’dan people known as the Marsh Arabs?  In the 1990’s under Saddam Hussein, the marshes were systematically drained and the native Ma’dan people left nearly extinguishing their culture.  Of the 500,000 Ma’dan, only 8,000 remained in the destroyed marshland.  Almost 90% of the marsh was drained.  
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 To the right is a photo of Ma’dan by the US Army Corps of Engineers. For more about this people click the following link: http://www.simplysharing.com/sumerians.htm

Since 2003, the US State Department, the Iraq Foundation, and other partners have been working to restore the Marsh.  By 2004 40% of the Marsh had been reflooded and some of the Ma’dan people had returned.  However, this success has been tempered by recent drought.  The drought is once again drying up the marshlands impacting the Ma’dan people.  But is there hope?  Check out the little video overview from National Geographic dealing with past wetland drainage and now drought issues click here. (link referred by Jim Eikenberry, VT AAPI SEPM)

Did you know NRCS is busy in Iraq?  NRCS employees have been working in Iraq as members of the Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRT) for several years now.  Our good work continues no matter what the state or country we are in!  Check out the article written by a fellow NRCS employee about his time on a PRT in Iraq: David Speidel, a current Resource Conservationist in St. Joseph Missouri, spent time in the Diyala Province in 2008 and wrote about his work on the irrigation canals, delivering soil fertility and quality test kits, forage management, a work-study program for unemployed agricultural graduates, and the purchase of two greenhouses by the PRT.  For the full article click here.

Other agencies are also very active in Iraq including work in agriculture.  USAID is an independent federal government agency that receives overall foreign policy guidance from the Secretary of State.  USAID has been the principal U.S. agency to extend assistance to countries recovering from disaster, trying to escape poverty, and engaging in democratic reforms.  If you’d like to know more about USAID, click here.

On March 9th of this year, USAID announced its work to begin a program to invigorate Iraq’s horticultural industry.  50,000 high-yield grape vine and fruit tree stock grown in California were planted and distributed across Iraq to help revitalize Iraq’s once vibrant orchards and vineyards.  For the full article click here.    USAID also announced in March that it will be hosting a conference on Farm Water Management.  The conference will focus on crop selection in irrigated land, participative water management, and the merits of public-private partnerships.  For the full article click here.

I hope you enjoyed learning about some of the history of Iraq and its ongoing conservation and agricultural work.                                                                                             
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
For Immediate Release May 1, 2009 
ASIAN AMERICAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER HERITAGE MONTH, 2009 
- - - - - - - 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
The vast diversity of languages, religions, and cultural traditions of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 
continues to strengthen the fabric of American society. From the arrival of the first Asian American and 
Pacific Islander immigrants 150 years ago to those who arrive today, as well as those native to the Hawaiian 
Islands and to our Pacific Island territories, all possess the common purpose of the fulfilling the American 
dream and leading a life bound by the American ideals of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
 
During Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, we remember the challenges and celebrate the 
achievements that define our history. 
 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have endured and overcome hardship and heartache. In the earliest 
years, tens of thousands of Gold Rush pioneers, coal miners, transcontinental railroad builders, as well as 
farm and orchard laborers, were subject to unjust working conditions, prejudice, and discrimination--yet they 
excelled. Even in the darkness of the Exclusion Act and Japanese internment, Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders have persevered, providing for their families and creating opportunities for their children. 
 
Amidst these struggles, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have contributed in great and significant 
ways to all aspects of society. They have created works of literature and art, thrived as American athletes, 
and prospered in the world of academia. Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have played a vital role in 
our Nation's economic and technological growth by establishing successful enterprises and pushing the 
limits of science. They are serving in positions of leadership within the government more now than ever 
before. And along with all of our great service men and women, they have defended the United States from 
threats at home and abroad, serving our Nation with valor. 
 
From the beaches of the Pacific islands and the California coast, the grasslands of Central Asia and the 
bluegrass of Kentucky, and from the summits of the Himalayas and the Rocky Mountains, the Asian 
American and Pacific Islander community hails from near and far. This is the story of our more perfect union: 
that it is diversity itself that enriches, and is fundamental to, the American story. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the 
authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2009, 
as Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. I call upon the people of the United States to learn 
more about the history of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders and to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of May, in the year of our Lord two 
thousand nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
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For Immediate Release May 1, 2009
ASIAN AMERICAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER HERITAGE MONTH, 2009
- - - - - - -
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

The vast diversity of languages, religions, and cultural traditions of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders continues to strengthen the fabric of American society. From the arrival of the first Asian American and Pacific Islander immigrants 150 years ago to those who arrive today, as well as those native to the Hawaiian Islands and to our Pacific Island territories, all possess the common purpose of the fulfilling the American dream and leading a life bound by the American ideals of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

During Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, we remember the challenges and celebrate the achievements that define our history.

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have endured and overcome hardship and heartache. In the earliest years, tens of thousands of Gold Rush pioneers, coal miners, transcontinental railroad builders, as well as farm and orchard laborers, were subject to unjust working conditions, prejudice, and discrimination--yet they excelled. Even in the darkness of the Exclusion Act and Japanese internment, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have persevered, providing for their families and creating opportunities for their children.

Amidst these struggles, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have contributed in great and significant ways to all aspects of society. They have created works of literature and art, thrived as American athletes, and prospered in the world of academia. Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have played a vital role in our Nation's economic and technological growth by establishing successful enterprises and pushing the limits of science. They are serving in positions of leadership within the government more now than ever before. And along with all of our great service men and women, they have defended the United States from threats at home and abroad, serving our Nation with valor.

From the beaches of the Pacific islands and the California coast, the grasslands of Central Asia and the bluegrass of Kentucky, and from the summits of the Himalayas and the Rocky Mountains, the Asian American and Pacific Islander community hails from near and far. This is the story of our more perfect union: that it is diversity itself that enriches, and is fundamental to, the American story.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2009, as Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. I call upon the people of the United States to learn more about the history of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders and to observe this month with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

BARACK OBAMA
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