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Visit South Dakota Farmers Markets . SD continues to increase in cultural diversity & organic producers. Does this increase in diversity include a niche in our clientel: farmers and ranchers? Some of NRCS’s most recent challenges regard outreach. Included in the challenge is the new Farm Bill’s push for targeting those nontraditional small farmers that grow products seasonally for Farmers Markets including specialty vegetables, produce, organic foods, spices, wines, fish, meats, and bee products. Farmers Markets are fresh-from-the-vendor outlets that are vastly growing. The state of South Dakota has recently made available grants for starting up Farmers Markets across SD. The following link is an application for grant funds for Farmers Market start-up assistance: http://www.state.sd.us/doa/ag%20policy/grants/pdf/Farmers'%20Market%20Cost%20Share%20Program-2009.pdf
If you know of any group in your town that would like to take advantage of starting a Farmer’s Market in your area—please 
pass on the information to them.
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For You! Please click on the SD Farmers Markets Chart to view a chart of Farmers Markets throughout SD, including where and when they are open for business during the year.  Some of the larger Farmers Markets (Brookings, Sioux Falls, etc) even have vendor lists that show what they sell, who, where products are grown & contact information. Vendor lists for any Farmers Market, would be helpful to locate potential customers of seasonal producers that may fit into the niche of culturally diverse &/or organic farmers/ranchers we are trying to include in our outreach. Plan to visit some of these Farmers Markets spring through fall 2009 and take advantage of the bounties they offer. If you know of a SD Farmers Market that is not on this list, please email the Market info to me. I hope this chart is a useful tool during your quest to enjoy fresh seasonal South Dakota products, as well as discovering new potential clients for outreach & diversity. *A helpful hint for all NRCS Field Offices: Document your efforts of visiting local Farmers Markets and talking with the vendors for outreach efforts in your Civil Rights file.

Submitted by Mary Ellen Vaillancourt, Soil Conservationist & SD AAPI SEPM, May 2009

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

We have heard so much on the news in recent years about Iraq, but how much do you really know about this country, its people, or its history?  Click on the link icon Iraq and NRCS to learn interesting facts about contributions in math, engineering and conservation past and present in Iraq.
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Have you ever wondered what conservation work is like in the Pacific Islands?  Find out about conservation issues in the Pacific Island Area and what projects are being implemented by NRCS there today by clicking on the icon Pacific Islands & NRCS :
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Iraq and NRCS                                             Edited by Mary Ellen Vaillancourt, SD AAPI SEPM, May 2009   


This is an edited version of information shared courtesy of                                                 Autumn Birt,  Maine AAPI SEPM & Jim Eikenberry, Vermont API SEPM


We have heard so much on the news in recent years about Iraq.  But how much do you really know about this country, its people, or its history?  


To start us off, the 2000 census estimated that 37,714 people claiming Iraqi heritage live in the US, or only 0.01% of the US population at that time.  We all know the events since 2000 and combining that with the phenomenon known as Iraqi diaspora, which is the dispersion of native Iraqis to other countries, I’m sure the 2010 US census will show a much different picture.  Current estimates are that there are 28,221,181 people remaining in Iraq.  However, in 2006 the UN estimated that 1.8 million Iraqi’s had been displaced to other countries and roughly 40% of Iraq’s middle class is believed to have fled.

Did you know that Iraq was home to the earliest know civilization on Earth?  Perhaps you remember your school days and the phrase “The Cradle of Civilization”.  This refers to the fertile land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers where the Sumerian civilization arose in the mid 6th millennium BC.  Iraq was once known to Europe by the Greek exonym ‘Mesopotamia’ (land between the rivers).  The Sumerian civilization flourished for over 3000 years and it was there in the late 4th millennium BC that the world’s first writing system and recorded history itself was born.  


After the Sumerian civilization, several other empires arose.  Babylon is of note for many reasons including the tower of Babel from which we have the legend of the confounding of language and scattering of people across the world, to its Hanging Gardens that were considered one of the wonders of the ancient world.  There is debate about the exact location of the Hanging Gardens (they may have been in Nineveh, which is close to the present day location of Mosul, Iraq), but in either case the Hanging Gardens are a fantastic example of irrigation on an artificial slope!  Writings on clay tablets from Nineveh suggest that something similar to an Archimedes screw was used to raise water to the required height to then flow down through the terraced gardens.  Early Greek writing estimates that the gardens were built as high as 75 feet, which was the same level as the city walls and included not only an elaborate irrigation system, but also an elaborate construction of vaults to support the weight, and water proofing to hold the water!  Follow the link at the bottom for more information on the Hanging Gardens.

Did you know the word algebra comes from the Arabic word al-jabr?  Ancient Babylonians developed an advanced arithmetical system with which they were able to do calculations in an algebraic fashion.  By contrast, most Egyptians of this era and most Indian, Greek, and Chinese mathematicians in the first millennium BC usually solved such equations by geometric methods!  Our knowledge of Babylonian mathematics is derived from 400 clay tablets unearthed since the 1850s.  They cover topics including fractions, algebra, quadratic and cubic equations and the Pythagorean theorem.  One tablet (The famous 'root(2)' tablet from the Yale Babylonian Collection: YBC 7289) gives an approximation of the square root of two accurate to five decimal places!  The Babylonian system of mathematics was also sexagesimal (base-60) from which we derive the modern day usage of 60 seconds in a minute, 60 minutes in an hour, and 360 (60 x 60) degrees in a circle.

Well, if I haven’t lost you yet, let’s jump forward to modern day Iraq.  Iraq has a very varied landscape consisting mostly of desert with a fertile plain near the Euphrates and Tigris (which carry about 78 million cubic yards of silt annually to the delta) suitable for agriculture.  There are high mountains to the north, the highest at 11,867 feet and a small coastline to the south east of only 35 miles.  Close to the coast there used to be marshlands.

Remember the story that I shared with you May 2008, courtesy of Jim Eikenberry, Vermont API SEPM, about the Ma’dan people known as the Marsh Arabs?  In the 1990’s under Saddam Hussein, the marshes were systematically drained and the native Ma’dan people left nearly extinguishing their culture.  Of the 500,000 Ma’dan, only 8,000 remained in the destroyed marshland.  Almost 90% of the marsh was drained.  
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 To the right is a photo of Ma’dan by the US Army Corps of Engineers. For more about this people click the following link: http://www.simplysharing.com/sumerians.htm

Since 2003, the US State Department, the Iraq Foundation, and other partners have been working to restore the Marsh.  By 2004 40% of the Marsh had been reflooded and some of the Ma’dan people had returned.  However, this success has been tempered by recent drought.  The drought is once again drying up the marshlands impacting the Ma’dan people.  But is there hope?  Check out the little video overview from National Geographic dealing with past wetland drainage and now drought issues click here. (link referred by Jim Eikenberry, VT AAPI SEPM)

Did you know NRCS is busy in Iraq?  NRCS employees have been working in Iraq as members of the Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRT) for several years now.  Our good work continues no matter what the state or country we are in!  Check out the article written by a fellow NRCS employee about his time on a PRT in Iraq: David Speidel, a current Resource Conservationist in St. Joseph Missouri, spent time in the Diyala Province in 2008 and wrote about his work on the irrigation canals, delivering soil fertility and quality test kits, forage management, a work-study program for unemployed agricultural graduates, and the purchase of two greenhouses by the PRT.  For the full article click here.

Other agencies are also very active in Iraq including work in agriculture.  USAID is an independent federal government agency that receives overall foreign policy guidance from the Secretary of State.  USAID has been the principal U.S. agency to extend assistance to countries recovering from disaster, trying to escape poverty, and engaging in democratic reforms.  If you’d like to know more about USAID, click here.

On March 9th of this year, USAID announced its work to begin a program to invigorate Iraq’s horticultural industry.  50,000 high-yield grape vine and fruit tree stock grown in California were planted and distributed across Iraq to help revitalize Iraq’s once vibrant orchards and vineyards.  For the full article click here.    USAID also announced in March that it will be hosting a conference on Farm Water Management.  The conference will focus on crop selection in irrigated land, participative water management, and the merits of public-private partnerships.  For the full article click here.

I hope you enjoyed learning about some of the history of Iraq and its ongoing conservation and agricultural work.                                                                                             
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Pacific Islands & NRCS Conservation    

This article “Pacific Islands and NRCS Conservation” features information collected & shared by Autumn Birt, Maine AAPI SEPM,  that has been edited by Mary Ellen Vaillancourt, SD AAPI SEPM.     

The Pacific Ocean contains an estimate 20,000 to 30,000 islands – the exact number has yet to be determined!  The islands lying south of the tropic of Cancer but excluding Australia are traditionally broken into three groups: Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia.  Besides these divisions, the islands are classified into two groups: high islands and low islands.  High islands are formed by volcanoes and hence have more fertile soil and can support a larger population.  Low islands are reefs or atolls and are relatively small and infertile.  Melanesia, meaning black islands, contains many high islands and has the largest population of the three groups.  Melanesia includes New Guinea, Fiji, and the Solomon Islands.  Micronesia, which means small islands, is mostly low islands and includes Guam, Wake Island, Paulau, and the Federated States of Micronesia.  Polynesia, which means many islands, is also mostly low islands and includes New Zealand, the Hawaiian Islands, the Midway Islands, American Samoa, and Easter Island.  Oddly, there are some islands in the Pacific not considered a part of the Pacific Islands and these include Japan, Indonesia, the Galapagos, Taiwan and a handful of others.  The inhabitants of these islands are not considered Pacific Islanders and are usually identified with their nearest continent, Asia!


NRCS offices in the Pacific Island Area


Have you ever wondered what kind of conservation work happens in the Pacific Islands?  I’m sure you have heard that there were NRCS offices in Hawaii, but did you know that there are 7 offices located on 5 of the Hawaiian Islands?  Or that there are 5 other NRCS field offices are located across the Pacific Islands Area? 

Besides the 7 offices in Hawaii, and the two offices in the Commonwealth of Mariana Islands (Barrigada, Territory of Guam and Saipan), there are three other offices located in the PIA.  One is in Pago Pago, in the Territory of America Somoa.  American Somoa is an unincorporated territory of the U.S. and is one of only two U.S. possessions in the Southern Hemisphere (the other is Jarvis Island). 


Another office is located on the island of Pohnpai in the Federated States of Micronesia.  The Federated States of Micronesia consists of 607 islands extending 1,800 miles!  There are seven official languages and four main island groups: Yap, Chuuk, Pohnpai, and Kosrae.  The entire island chain is only 271 square miles with a population of 107,862 people!  The Federated State of Micronesia is a sovereign state in free association with the U.S. since 1986.  


The final office in the PIA is located on Koror in Palau.  The Republic of Palau is one of the world’s youngest and smallest nations! In 1994, Palau voted to freely associate with the U.S. while opting to retain independence under the Compact of Free Association. Palau was the last portion of the Trust Territory of Pacific Islands to gain its independence. .  Since that time, Palau has been a member of the UN and making headway on the environment and global warming.  On November 5, 2005, the President of Palau took the lead on the environmental initiative called the Micronesia challenge, which would conserve 30% of near shore coastal waters and 20% of forest land by 2020!


NRCS Conservation in the Pacific Island Area

The best way to see what our NRCS counterparts in the Pacific Islands have been up to is to take a peak at their annual report & news letters. Click on these links to see what kinds of conservation issues landowners are faced with & NRCS projects that are being implemented there in the Pacific Islands.
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One customer featured on the NRCS Pacific Island Area website is from the island of Oahu.  The Ho Family farms 40 acres growing crops such as Japanese cucumbers, long beans, squash, tomatoes, and eggplant.  The Ho Family was awarded a Conservation Innovation Grant in 2006 to test a fine mesh netting screen house to exclude insect pests of cucumbers.  They work closely with NRCS to address weeds, insects, and plant disease through an IPM system.  To read their highlight click here and to look at their photo gallery click here.  
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South Dakota  Farmer’s  Markets                                                               Compiled 2009 by Mary Ellen Vaillancourt,  SD NRCS AAPI SEPM  

		City

		Market & Location

		Business Hours

		Products

		Website/Email

		Contact Person/


Phone



		Aberdeen

		Downtown Aberdeen Farmers Market


2nd St & 5th Ave  


(City Parking Lot)


Aberdeen,  SD  57717

		Mid June- Oct


Sat: 8 am- 12 

		Fruits, veggies, canned goods, honey, herbs, chef’s demo, arts & crafts

		Web: http://www.aberdeendowntown.org

Email:


 info@aberdeendowntown.org



		Larissa Strychun


1-605-226-3441



		Belle Fourche

		Farmers Market


State St


Belle Fourche SD 57717

		July 9-late summer

		

		chamber@bellefourche.org



		Barbara Lamb


1-888-345-JULY or


1-605-892-2676



		Black Hawk

		Z’s Touch


6504 Kimberly Dr


Black Hawk, SD 57718

		

		Homemade jams, jellies, relish, pickles, salsa, honey. Greenhouse plants, herbs, vegetables.

		Email:


 Czenzi@rap.midco.net



		Czenzi  K. Reva


1-605-787-4339



		Brookings

		Downtown Brookings Farmers Market


City Plaza Parking Lot @


6th St & Main 


Brookings, SD 57007

		May-Oct


Sat: 8 am- 12


Wed: 3-6 pm

		Fresh local produce, bedding plants & flowers, bison meat, beef, honey, eggs, baked goods, handmade jewelry, clothing & accessories

		*Venders List: YES


Web: http://www.downtownbrookingsfarmersmarket.com

Email:


 jensonproduce@svtv.com



		Pat Jensen


1-605-693-4364



		Clark

		Clark Farmers Market


Cloud St & Hwy 212


Clark, SD 57

		

		Veggies & fresh cut flowers

		

		Kim McGraw


1-605-532-3681



		Clear Lake

		Tillyfour Farms


47717 174th St


Clear Lake, SD 57226

		

		Vegetables, herbs, hormone-free angus beef, farm fresh eggs




		Email:


tillyfourfarms@gmail.com



		Hannah Limberg


1-605-880-0637



		Estelline

		Estelline Farmers Market


Gazebo Park, 


Corner of Main St & Rte 28


46571 196th St (mailing address)


Bruce, SD 57220

		June-Oct


Fri: 4-7 pm

		Seasonal garden produce, chicken, eggs, dog treats, strawberries, bedding plants,sweet corn, spices, honey, bee products

		Email:


hannab@itctel.com

		



		Howard

		Howard Area Summer Market


Tascher Park


Hwy 34


Howard, SD 

		Aug-Sept


Mon: 5-7 pm

		Vegetables & fruits

		Email:


Lindsey.Karlson@rlcenter.net



		Lindsey Karlson


1-605-772-5139



		Huron

		Huron Farmers Market


SD State Fairgrounds next to


Beadle Co Extension Office


Lincoln Ave 


Huron, SD 57350




		Sat: 8 am -12

		Vegetables, fruits, canned goods, baked goods, candles

		

		Jim Jesser


1-605-546-2571



		Kimball

		Grass Ranch Colony Farmers Market


36570 258th St 


Kimball, SD 57355

		June- Frost


All week long

		Smoked turkeys, chickens, in-season vegetables & fruits

		

		Elvin Waldner


1-605-778-6777



		Lake Norden

		Glacial Till Farm


44689 195th St


Lake Norden, SD 57248

		

		Chemical-free and sustainably grown garden produce

		

		Jacob Limmer & Holly Whitesides


1-605-785-3173



		Lemmon

		City of Lemmon Farmers Market


City Park 


Lemmon, SD 57783

		July


Sat:

		

		

		1-605-374-5681



		Madison

		Madison Farmers Market


Public Library 


at E. Center & Lee Ave S.


Madison, SD  57042

		July-Oct


Thurs: 4-6 pm

		Produce, baked goods, flowers, plants, honey, soaps, beeswax candles, coffee

		Email:


 ciderhillfarm@yahoo.com

		Joan Williams


1-605-826-4251



		Milbank

		Milbank Farmers Market


101 E Fourth St Visitors Center


Milbank, SD 27252

		July-Oct


Sat: 8 am -12

		Local vendors & 


produce, pumpkins

		Email:


chamber@millbanksd.com



		Laura Foss


1-605-432-9221



		Platte

		Platte Colony Farmers Market


35271 1270th St


Platte, SD 57369

		Seasonal

		

		

		1-605-726-3142



		Pierre

		Rilling Produce


224 S Adams Ave


Pierre, SD 57501 

		July-Oct


Everyday


10 am-6 pm

		Seasonal  fruits & vegetables

		

		Mark or Julie Rilling


1-605-945-1509



		Rapid CIty

		Black Hills Farmers Market


West Omaha Park


Rapid City, SD 57701

		July-Oct


Tues & Thu: 10 am-dark


Sat: 9 am-dark

		Greenhouse products, fruits, vegetables, & zucchini relish

		

		Carlton Peterson


1-605-923-4562



		Rapid City

		Bruners Gardens Farmers Market  


Central States Fairgrounds


Campbell St


Rapid City, SD 57701

		Aug-Oct


Mon-Sat:


9am-5pm

		Vegetables, fruits, meats, jellies, seasonal decorations, honey

		Email:


bwcows@sdplainswb.com



		Chuck Bruner


1-605-456-2171



		Rapid City

		Bruners Gardens Farmers Market  


Kansas City St


Rapid City, SD 57701

		Aug-Oct


Sat:


9am-5pm

		Vegetables, fruits, meats, jellies, seasonal decorations, honey

		Email:


bwcows@sdplainswb.com



		Chuck Bruner


1-605-456-2171



		Rapid City

		Bruners Gardens Farmers Market  


Omaha St


Rapid City, SD 57701

		Aug-Oct


Tues & Thurs:


9am-5pm

		Vegetables, fruits, meats, jellies, seasonal decorations, honey

		Email:


bwcows@sdplainswb.com



		Chuck Bruner


1-605-456-2171



		Salem

		Salem Farmers Market


Brickhouse Gardens


Salem, SD 57508

		July-Oct


Wed: 5-7 pm

		Vegetables, meats, eggs, perennials and garden baskets, pumpkins, squash

		

		Lori Hanson


1-605-425-2090



		Sioux Falls

		Falls Park Farmers Market


Johnstone Supply Parking Lot


Corner of 6th and Weber St


(during renovations in 2009)


After 2009,normal location:


335 N. Weber


Sioux Falls, SD 57101 2531

		1st Sat in May- Last Sat in Oct


Sat: 8 am-


1 pm

		Flowers, fresh vegetables, meat, baked goods, cooking demonstrations

		*Venders List: YES


Web: http://www.fallsparkfarmersmarket.com

Email:


 hkattenberg@seedtimeandharvest.net



		Henry Kattenberg


1-712-439-1861






		Sioux Falls

		Sioux Empire Farmers Market


8th St & Railroad Center on Sat.


Kohls Parking Lot on Louise Ave on Tues.


Sioux Falls, SD 57103

		 Sat: 8 am-12 Starting May 3 


Tues: 3:30-7pm 


Starting June 3

		Produce, baked goods, flowers, plants, honey, soaps, beeswax candles, coffee

		*Venders List: YES


Web: http://www.siouxempirefarmersmarket.com

Email:


 ciderhillfarm@yahoo.com



		Joan Williams


1-605-826-4251






		Sioux Falls

		West Mall Open Air Market


41st St & Western Ave


Sioux Falls, SD 57103

		May-end Oct


Wed & Sat: 


7 am-1 pm

		Vegetables, baked goods, perennials, bedding plants, flowers

		

		Lorraine Niemeyer


1-712-753-2264






		Spearfish

		Gages Gardens & Greenhouses 


Farmers Market


379 Evans Lane


Spearfish, SD 57783

		April-Nov

		Seasonal fruits & vegetables

		

		Janet Merkle


1-605-642-5438



		Spearfish

		Spearfish Farmers Market


@ Bennets Farmers Market


Lower Valley Road on Hwy 14A


(Just off exit 10 I-90)


Spearfish, SD 57783

		Seasonal

		Local produce, antibiotic & hormone free organic red meat, chicken & smoked turkey, gourmet jellies, jam, honey, & pickled items

		Email:


jdrumm@rushmore.com



		Jeff and Carol Drumm


1-605-642-5569



		Vermillion

		Vermillion Area Farmers Market


Clay Co Fairgrounds


Corner of Cherry & High Sts


117 Forest Ave (mailing address)


Vermillion, SD 57069

		Mid-May-Oct


Thurs: 3-7 pm

		Homegrown veggies & fruits & homemade, handcrafted items from SD, NE, & IA

		

		1-605-202-0252



		Watertown

		Kemp Avenue Farmers Market


301 East Kemp Ave


Watertown, SD 57201

		May-Oct : Sat


July-Sept:


Tues & Thurs

		

		

		Ruth Kruse


1-605-882-8900



		Watertown

		Watertown Farmers Market


Runnings Parking Lot


1701 9th Ave SW


Watertown, SD 57201 

		Mid-May- Oct


Sat:  8 am-12


Tues & Thurs: 1-6 pm

		Vegetables, flowers fruits, & local meats

		

		Delores Bloomquist


1-605-532-3274



		Yankton

		Downtown Yankton Summer Market


3rd St & Walnut


Yankton, SD 57078

		July-Sept


Sat: 8:00-sellout

		Seasonal fruits & vegetables, flowers, baked goods, crafts, music, entertainment, artists,antiques

		*Venders List: YES


Web: http://www.downtownyankton.com

Email:


 yhrd@iw.net



		Rhonda Barry


1-605-260-3003
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