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For Immediate Release

USDA AGENCIES TEAM TOGETHER AT DAKOTAFEST

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE, Huron, SD, August 6, 2010 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) agencies are making plans to meet with farmers and ranchers throughout the three day event of Dakotafest in Mitchell on August 17-19, 2010.  The USDA Outreach Team’s tent will include the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA), Rural Development, National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the U. S. Geological Survey (USGS), and the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) program. The tent is at lot 417 near the center of the event.

“The focus of the USDA Outreach tent is to provide a convenient location for producers to visit with their USDA agency representatives for information on new and upcoming programs and assistance.  This is a joint effort between many of the USDA agencies that work directly with South Dakota’s producers and rural citizens,” said Kim Brannen, assistant state conservationist with NRCS. “People can look for the big green and white tent with the USDA flag flying outside.”

People attending Tuesday’s Dakotafest should stop at the USDA tent to visit with cover crop specialists and to view growing samples of cover crop mixes and individual species.  The specialists will be on hand from 9 a.m. through 3 p.m. on the 17th, but the cover crop samples will be on display all three days. On Tuesday and Wednesday, some leadership from each of the USDA agencies will be available in the morning hours to visit, and on Thursday the NRCS nutrient management team will be available from 9 a.m. through noon. 

 “On Thursday, our nutrient management staff will be able to talk with producers individually about their questions related to animal waste management and related soil and water conservation issues,” said Brannen.

The Web Soil Survey tool will also be on display – producers can find their farms using internet tools and view the soils and related information about their lands. Information is displayed on a photo background of the land. And floor displays will highlight 75 years of conservation work supported by the NRCS (formerly Soil Conservation Service).

 Brannen says all agencies will provide personnel at their booths to discuss technical and financial assistance about their programs that are available to South Dakota’s Ag producers.

-more -

-2-

The NASS provides current and historical data on national, state, and county levels of agricultural production information, a valuable service to everyone involved in agriculture, South Dakota’s number one industry. Stop by their booth in the USDA Outreach tent to pick up your copy of the new publication ‘South Dakota Agriculture 2010’.

The FSA is equitably serving all farmers, ranchers, and agricultural partners through the delivery of effective, efficient agricultural programs for all Americans. A customer-driven agency with a diverse and multi-talented work force, dedicated to achieving an economically and environmentally sound future for American Agriculture.

Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve quality of life for all rural Americans. Stop by their booth to get information about business, housing, and community programs. Rural Development’s Rural Utilities Service (RUS) just celebrated the 60th anniversary of telecommunication loan and grant programs.  

The SARE is a USDA supported program that provides grant opportunities; partnership with Cooperative Extension and other agriculture professionals; maintains a diverse portfolio of research and education projects; brings research results and on-farm experiences together to develop resources for others to use, and disseminates farmer-ready information. Stop by their booth to pick up information about their many grant programs that support projects on energy, stewardship, marketing, organic production, and pest management.

The USGS is once again joining the USDA Outreach tent to bring technical information related to South Dakota’s critical water resources. The USGS is dedicated to the timely, relevant, and impartial study of the landscape, our natural resources, and the natural hazards that threaten us. The USGS will have an aquifer model on display that simulates groundwater flow in an easily understandable demonstration. 

“All the agencies are under one tent to provide service and information to South Dakota producers during the three days of Dakotafest,” said Brannen. “But if you don’t have the opportunity to visit at lot 417 during Dakotafest, they are also available throughout the state at local USDA Service Centers.”

In addition, Brannen said the agencies are participating in the USDA food drive. Titled “Feds, Farmers, and Friends Feed Families”, the food drive is running now through the end of August. Announced by Secretary of Agricultural Tom Vilsack, this annual event is designed to help food banks across the nation that are struggling through tough economic times. Each USDA office across the state of South Dakota will be collecting non-perishable items, canned goods, fresh produce, as well as hygiene products.
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