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$15 MILLION FOR CONSERVATION INNOVATION GRANTS

Grants Will Help Producers Conserve and Sustain Natural Resources 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS), Huron, S.D., April 8, 2010 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of approximately $25 million nationally in Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 to fund projects designed to stimulate the development and adoption of innovative conservation approaches and technologies through its Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) in FY 2010.
South Dakota is among states eligible to apply for approximately $15 million of the grants to fund proposals that address specific CIG resource concerns nationwide such as energy conservation and climate change. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) administers the program and provides technical oversight for each project. 
NRCS State Conservationist Janet Oertly of Huron says, “The funding is for projects to develop and refine cutting-edge technologies and approaches to help farmers and ranchers conserve and sustain natural resources.  New technology can play an important role in addressing environmental problems.”

The USDA encourages beginning farmers and ranchers, limited resource farmers or ranchers, Indian tribes or community-based organizations that service these groups to apply for grants.  Ten percent of the total funding is being set aside for this purpose.  The USDA will use a two-phased approach to award CIGs this fiscal year.  Pre-proposals are due to NRCS National Headquarters (NHQ) by Monday, April 26, 2010.  Then, selected pre-proposal applicants will be notified and requested to submit a full proposal.
 “These Conservation Innovation Grants will benefit both agriculture and the environment by getting 21st century ideas in the hands of our producers across the country,” says Oertly.  “Last year, the Conservation Innovation Grant program enabled us to review, field test, and demonstrate practices and ideas that could eventually be mainstreamed into our portfolio of practice options,” she said.  
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The Conservation Innovation Grant program is designed to speed the transfer and enhance use of technologies and methods that show promise in solving the nation's top natural resource problems by targeting innovative, on-the-ground conservation.  Approved projects address issues such as water quantity and quality, grazing lands, soil and forest health, and air quality.

South Dakotans can direct questions to Kim Brannen, Assistant State Conservationist for Operations, NRCS, Huron at (605) 352-1200 or karen.brannen@sd.usda.gov.  Proposals should be submitted to NRCS NHQ through the Web site.  Additional information, including summaries of previously approved projects, is available at www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig.  Information about the CIG Announcement of Program Funding can be found at www.grants.gov where applicants can apply electronically, and at the CIG Web page at www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/cig/index.html. 
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