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Six Counties Eligible for Special Funding for Habitat Improvement of Grazing Lands 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS), Huron, S.D., April 16, 2010 – The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is offering a special initiative through the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) in six south central South Dakota Counties.  Producers in the eligible counties of Yankton, Bon Homme, Charles Mix, Brule, Gregory, and Lyman must have applications submitted by Wednesday, April 28, 2010.
The Grassland Enhancement and Restoration (GEAR) initiative allows special funding through the WHIP, to control invasive species like cedar, in grazing land situations.  NRCS Resource Conservationist Denise Gauer, Huron, says, “Conservation practices eligible for cost-share are brush management, pest management, fence, and access control.  Cost-share is available for mechanical control of cedar, and access control, on the treated area.”  She explains, “In some situations, there may be additional cost-share for re-seeding areas to a native mix of grasses and forbs.”  
Control of cedar to restore and enhance grassland directly affects the ability of land to provide wildlife habitat and grazing performance.  Gauer says, “This improvement will benefit grassland nesting birds such as ducks, pheasants, grouse, and songbirds, as well as, pollinators and livestock.”  Partners including Pheasants Forever and other state and federal agencies are in support of this special project.  
Successful applicants must comply with a grazing management plan, as required.  For more information and program details, contact the NRCS office in your local USDA Service Center.
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