
U.S. Geological Survey Publications Now Available on the Web 
 

   Many U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) reports are now available for viewing and/or download on the 
internet at http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/usgspubs/recentpubs.jsp. By clicking on this web link display, new 
publications of the USGS including Circulars, Data Series, Fact Sheets, Open-File Reports, and 
Scientific Investigations will be listed.  For some of these more recent reports, you can view and/or 
download copies by clicking on More Info, View the document as HTML, and then right clicking on 
the pdf file name and saving. 
 
   For older publications, the USGS reports can be located doing a basic search by filling in the Title 
and/or Author Search block. If this information is not available, an advanced search can be done by 
clicking on Advanced Search and searching by various parameters such as text in title, publication 
year, author name, series type (annual report, open-file report, water-resources investigation, fact sheet, 
report number, etc). To view some of these publications, it may be necessary to have your IT person 
install the free DJVU viewer. 
 
   A USGS water-resources investigation report that may provide useful information to the NRCS is the 
basic county water-resources investigations report. These reports contain information on glacial and 
bedrock aquifers that can be used for locating wells, viewing the aquifer’s water quality, and 
anticipating high ground water levels. An example of useful water-resources information from this type 
of report is as follows: 
 
   To get information for Brookings County, use Advanced Search option to locate applicable USGS 
reports for Brookings County, South Dakota. 
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   Two USGS publications were located; click on Water resources of Brookings and Kingsbury counties, 
South Dakota  
 

 
 
   Detailed information for Water resources of Brookings and Kingsbury counties, South Dakota is 
displayed. Click on View Report as .DJVU (requires that you have the free DJVU reader installed; this 
viewer is CCE). Report is then displayed (use page up and page down buttons on your keyboard to 
view the report). 

 
 
   First page of report: 

 

C:\USGSreports\usgs_pub_instructions.doc                                                    Page 2 of 7 



   A useful page to display is the table of contents. Note what pages (aquifer maps, water-quality 
information) have desired aquifer information. 

 
 
   An example of useful information includes: Extent, depth from ground surface, and thickness map 
of the glacial aquifers, 
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   Water-surface elevations of glacial aquifers, 

 

 
 
   Depth from ground surface, thickness, and structure contours map of bedrock aquifers, 
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   Potentiometric contours of bedrock aquifers, 
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   Basic water quality for glacial and bedrock aquifers, and 
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   Trace elements water quality for glacial and bedrock aquifers. 
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