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Disposal of Livestock Mortality  
Dead animal disposal poses a special challenge for livestock operations.  Choosing a disposal method may be limited by:
· Available equipment 
· Management capabilities
· State and local regulations
· Economics
· Effect on the environment
A South Dakota statute governs the disposal of dead animals, which is found in
South Dakota Codified Law Chapter 12:68:03:05 entitled “Procedures for Disposal of Animal Carcasses”.  It reads as follows:  Carcasses of animals which have died from noncommunicable causes shall be burned, buried to a depth of four feet, or disposed of by a licensed rendering plant within 36 hours.
Livestock facilities that plan to compost animal mortalities must obtain approval from the South Dakota Animal Industry board.  The board may be called or contacted at the following address:
South Dakota Animal Industry Board

State Veterinarian, Pierre, SD 

Phone:  (605) 773-3321
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) with Department of Environment & Natural Resources (DENR) permits must handle mortalities in such a way as to prevent the discharge of pollutants to surface or ground water.  CAFOs that plan to compost animal mortalities or dispose of them in any liquid manure or process wastewater system must first obtain design approval from the DENR.  Local zoning ordinances may also require county approval.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has information available regarding design of Animal Mortality and/or Composting Facilities. 






