Jason Miller, Conservation Agronomist 
Field Support Office, Pierre, SD
Length of Service: over 17 years - student trainee in 1990; full time in 1992
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Growing up on a farm/ranch operation near Lemmon, South Dakota, Jason Miller knew that he wanted to pursue a career in agriculture.  Jason started as a student trainee with the NRCS.  After graduating from South Dakota State University in 1991, Jason came on board full-time with the agency. “I choose to work for NRCS,” he says, “because it’s is the leading agency working with producers voluntarily to protect our natural resources.  It is now more important than ever to protect our natural resources.”  For Jason, these aren’t just words.  He believes in conservation.  
As an agronomist, Jason knows that conservation is important for an abundant supply of food and fiber and for healthy ecosystems.  “I get satisfaction when I help a producer make an improvement in his or her operation to make it more economically and environmentally sound than it was previously.”

An employee of NRCS, I consider the most important thing I’ve done is increasing the number of acres no-tilled in the Northern Great Plains.  With 13 years experience improving and developing conservation tillage systems in South Dakota, Jason works closely with the internationally-known Dakota Lakes Research Farm, near Pierre, SD, on improving and developing no-till cropping systems.  

“The most exciting thing I’ve done during my NRCS career,” says Jason. “Is the opportunity I had to promote no-till cropping systems when I was invited to Argentina and Ukraine to present at their national no-till conferences and workshops.”
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Jason Miller (center blue shirt) explaining soil biological activity in healthy farming systems during the Ukrainian tour.
I’m proud of the leadership role that SD producers have taken in developing and promoting no-till cropping systems throughout the Northern Great Plains and the world.  When asked, Jason says…I’d like my conservation legacy to be that I was part of the team that made no-till cropping systems economically feasible, agronomically sound, and environmentally friendly for farmers in the Northern Great Plains.

