NEXT WEEK,   MARCH 17-23RD , 2013 IS NATIONAL AGRICULTURE WEEK.  AGRICULTURE IS AN IMPORTANT INDUSTRY IN THE UNITED STATES….AND SOUTH DAKOTA, KEEPING FOOD ABUNDANT YET ECONOMICAL.  NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER JEFF McGUIRE TELLS US MORE.  “Every year, producers, agriculture associations, corporations, government agencies and others, come together to recognize the contributions of agriculture.”  IN SOUTH DAKOTA, THOSE CONTRIBUTIONS AMOUNT TO $20 BILLION DOLLARS EACH YEAR IN ECONOMIC ACTIVITY.

    WHILE FARMERS AND RANCHERS STRIVE TO PROVIDE FOOD AND FIBER FOR THE WORLD’S CONSUMERS, THEY ARE ALSO DOING THEIR PART TO TAKE CARE OF NATURAL RESOURCES.  McGUIRE SAYS THE NRCS OFTEN PARTNERS WITH PRODUCERS TO HELP THEM MAINTAIN PRODUCTIVE LANDS AND A HEATHY ENVIRONMENT.  “Yes, the NRCS mission statement, a matter of fact, Helping People Help The Land, tells the story. NRCS provides financial and technical assistance to help farmers and ranchers put sound natural resources conservation practices on their land.”
   THE GOAL OF CONSERVATION PLANNING IS TO SUSTAIN NATURAL RESOURCES SUCH AS PRODUCTIVE SOILS, CLEAN WATER & AIR, AS WELL AS HEALTHY PLANT & ANIMAL COMMUNITIES.

   McGUIRE SAYS NATIONAL AG WEEK RECOGNIZES AND CELEBRATES THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF AGRICULTURE IN OUR EVERYDAY LIVES.  THE NATIONAL AG WEEK PROGRAM ENCOURAGES EVERY AMERICAN TO UNDERSTAND HOW FOOD & FIBER ARE PRODUCED AND TO VALUE THE ROLE AGRICULTURE PLAYS IN MAINTAINING A STRONG ECONOMY.  WE SHOULD ALSO APPRECIATE THE ROLE AGRICULTURE PLAYS IN PROVIDING SAFE, ABUNDANT AND AFFORDABLE PRODUCTS. 

   I’M PG REPORTING FOR THE NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE, HELPING PEOPLE HELP THE LAND
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